
Effective Classroom 
Strategies for 

Students with Disabilities 
Strategy 9: Supporting Bus Behavior 



Functions of Behaviors on the Bus  

Meeting sensory 
needs 

Demonstrating a 
deficit in social-

emotional 
processes 

Requiring a higher 
level of structure

Gaining social 
attention 



Supports for Younger Students 

Noise cancelling 
headphones 

Weighted lap 
pads 

Weighted 
animals 

Tactile fidget items Movement & sensory opportunities



Supports for Older Students 

Listening to 
music 

Mazes, word 
searches or 

drawing activities

Fidgets Social role 

play practice



Providing Structure 
Visuals to count the number of 
bus stops until school or home

Bus behavior contract

Busy bag of activities 

Bus specific token board 



Meeting Social Needs 

Preferential seating near the driver

Preferential seating with a bus aide

Conversation cards or visuals

Peer modeling 



Explicit Instructional Supports 

Social narratives  

Modeling and repeated 

practice 



Partnering with Bus Drivers

Share behavior plans for 

transportation specific 

strategies.

Provide training on use of 

specific materials or 

strategies.

Plan for frequent 

communication. 



Special Transportation Considerations 
Mobility 

Behavior

Communication skills

Physical needs 

Age

Ability to follow directions 

Distance the student will 
need to travel

Nature of the disability
Source: Guidance for Special Transportation in Kentucky

https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/GdSpecEdTransKY.pdf


Additional Resources
• Guidance for Special Transportation In Kentucky 

• Special Transportation Training 

• Indiana Resource Center for Autism: School Visual Supports

• Every Day Visual Supports Section 3 Video from the Kentucky Autism 

Training Center (Countdown cards)

https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/GdSpecEdTransKY.pdf
https://www.education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/forms/Documents/GdSpecEdTransKY.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFIlB31qR2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFIlB31qR2c
https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca/resources/visual-supports/school.html
https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca/resources/visual-supports/school.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v42FwsV2E8g&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v42FwsV2E8g&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v42FwsV2E8g&t=12s


Contact Information 

Rebecca Turner

Education Program Consultant 

Division of IDEA Implementation and Preschool

502-564-4970, extension 4164

Rebecca.Turner@education.ky.gov 

mailto:marcie.bridges@education.ky.gov
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