Dear Students,
We want to make sure you feel safe, supported, and informed when it comes to serious issues like sexual extortion, also known as sextortion.
What is sexual extortion or sextortion?
Sextortion is a crime that happens when someone is threatened or blackmailed, often with the possibility of sharing nude or sexual images of them with the public, by a person who demands additional sexual content, sexual activity or money from the victim.
How to recognize sextortion and stay safe:
· Be careful online. Videos and photos are not proof that a person is who they claim to be. 
· Never switch to a different app or talk privately with people you don’t know personally.  Block messages from strangers.
· [bookmark: _Hlk200112866]Sexual extortion is a crime, even if it is someone you know. 
· It is illegal for someone to threaten you, your loved ones or your reputation in exchange for sexually inappropriate behavior, images or videos.
· You are not in trouble based on the law, even if you have sent pictures or videos of yourself.
How to get help:
YOU ARE NOT ALONE. If someone uses inappropriate images, videos or other materials to threaten or expose you, there are trusted adults who can help. Parents, guardians, school staff, or other adults in your life can help.
If you don’t feel that you have adults in your corner, you can reach out to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children for support at gethelp@ncmec.org or you can call us at 1-800-THE-LOST.
Even if an explicit image or video has been shared, there are ways to have it removed. The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children offers the Take It Down tool to remove inappropriate pictures from online sites. For more information, visit: Take It Down: https://takeitdown.ncmec.org/ 
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