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Success Criteria:
I can use language proficiency knowledge to 
tailor instruction to the needs of multilingual 

learners.

I can help my MLs grasp grade- level, rigorous 
content and improve their language skills at the 

same time.

Learning Intentions :
We are learning how to approach teaching 

our MLs in the general ed classroom from an 
asset-based perspective.

We are learning what tools and scaffolds can 
be useful to help our MLs grasp rigorous 

content. 



Picture it
Owensboro, January 

2022



б̙̤̅̚ ̤̚ ̒ ̠̝̝̖̘̖̔ prep,  11th 
grade English class! How 

the           am I supposed to 
teach them when they 
̠̟̕Я̥ ̡̤̖̜̒ ˶̟̘̝̤̙̚˰˒ 

Zaizai  ̠̖̤̟̕Я̥ ̧̖̖̟ ̨̜̟̠ 
how to log into his 

computer!      

What I Did:
ÅWent to TPT and downloaded the first 

newcomer packet I could find.
ÅGave them Quill ESL grammar practice to 

do while my other students did grade level 
work.
Å˻ ̦̤̥ ̝̖̥ ̥̙̖̞ ̝̤̥̖̟̚˟ б˽̖̣̟̒ ̪̓ ̠̤̞̠̤̤̚˟в
ÅFelt guilty. Cried a lot. Kept asking questions.
ÅBecame the resource I needed. 



Mindset Shift

Adopting an Asset - Based Approach to
 Teaching Multilingual Learners 

Language Proficiency Levels in Practice

Tools and Scaffolds



Mindset -  Turn Deficit Thinking into 
Asset - Based Thinking

б̖̙̖̣̤̅̒̔Я ̖̝̖̗̤̓̚ ̠̦̥̒̓ 
their students influence 
the choices they make 

about instruction, 
feedback, and 

̡̡̠̠̣̥̦̟̥̖̤̚̚ ̗̠̣ ̝̖̣̟̟̘̒̚˟в
 Э Fisher & Frey, Better Learning 

Through Structured Teaching (2014)

̙̖̪̅ ̟̔̒Я̥ ̠̕ ̨̙̥̒ ̞̪ ̠̥̙̖̣ ̤̥̦̖̟̥̤̕ 
are doing until they learn English, so I 

gave them something from the 1st 
grade curriculum.

̙̖̪̅Я̣̖ ̘̠̟̘̚ ̥̠ ̟̖̖̕ ̥̠̟̝̒̒̕̕̚̚ 
supports until they build their 

language proficiency.

My student is just lazy. I gave her the 
list of instructions  and she just put her 

head down or watches YouTube.

̙̤̅̚ ̨̟̖ ̤̥̦̖̟̥̕ ̟̔̒Я̥ ̧̖̖̟ ̣̖̞̖̞̖̣̓ 
̙̤̚ ̡̨̤̤̠̣̒̕˟ ˹̖Я̤ ̧̟̖̖̣ ̘̠̟̘̚ ̥̠ 

understand Romeo and Juliet.

I put the test in Google Translate and 
she still failed it. What else am I 

supposed to do?

Maybe these instructions are 
overwhelming. I should chunk them.

This student is going to need 
background knowledge and 

vocabulary.

What accommodations does my 
student need so I can really assess 

their mastery of this standard? 



ML 
Student 

Asset 
Profile



б̖̙̖̣̤̅̒̔ ̨̙̠ ̧̙̖̒ ̙̘̙̚ 
expectations of all students are 
more likely to create conditions 

where all students can be 
̤̦̖̤̤̗̦̝̔̔˟в

 Э John Hattie, Visible Learning (2009)

Expectation

s



4.5 composite to exit ML 
services in KY

Ta





Skill Level Example

Skill Level 1 Example Level 3 Example Level 5 Example

Speaking Identify with single words or 
phrase.

Express understanding 
using compound and 

complex sentence.

Explain using clear, 
organized sentence with 

audience in mind.

Writing
Use of simple 

sentences with basic 
organization.

Correctly use abstract 
nouns and adverbs 
when writing a story.

Sophisticated and 
precise word choice 

used with a variety of 
sentence types.

Reading
Comprehend the 

meaning of simple 
sentences.

Recognize paragraph 
structure and details.

Recognize relationships 
between paragraphs 

and purpose of 
sentence types.

Listening
Recognize key words 
following single - step 
verbal instructions.

Sequence steps from 
directions

Evaluate arguments in a 
speech



Differentiated Tasks



Create a Classroom of High Challenge with High 
Supports

Provide students 
with clear 

examples and 
provide scaffolds 

to encourage 
student growth. 



Strategies

б̙̖̟̈ ̤̥̦̖̟̥̤̕ ̨̠̣̜ ̡̧̠̠̖̣̥̖̝̪̔̒̚˝ ̥̙̖̪ ̧̡̖̖̝̠̕ 
language, social skills, and academic 
̦̟̖̣̤̥̟̟̘̒̕̕̚ ̥̒ ̥̙̖ ̤̞̖̒ ̥̞̖̚˟в

 Э Spencer Kagan, Cooperative Learning (1994)

Gonzalez, V. (n.d.). Infographics. Serving Multilingual 
Learners of All Ages. Retrieved from 

https://www.valentinaesl.com/infographics.html



OK, but how do I do all of this without adding to my 
already full plate?

DO: Amplify not simplify lessons for MLs.
DO: Teach your grade level content standards 
providing background  as necessary.
˵̀˿Я̅: Just make a translated copy of the work 
for your ML students. 
DO: Provide ML students with the vocabulary 
needed to be successful.
˵̀˿Я̅:  Underestimate the power of visuals.
DO: Remember we are all teachers of language.
DO: Let your ML students talk.

DOs and DONđTs



Instructional
 Design
 Models



Scaffolds



Cooperative Learning with MLs
ÅUse ML Friendly Structures
ḬThink - Pair - Share
ḬNumbered Heads Together
ḬRound/Rally Robin
ḬFour Corners
ḬReading in Four Voices

ÅStart with Pair Structures
ÅRepetition is your friend!
ÅPre- production students get a buddy
ÅUse Cooperative Learning to reinforce 

tier 2 and 3 vocabulary.
ÅProvide speaking frames. 



Colleagues

ÅESL Teachers K- 12
Å˴̠̝̠̣̟̚ ˴̠̝̠̣̠̒̕Я̤ ˶˽˽ ˶̦̥̠̣̔̒̕ ˸̡̣̠̦
ÅAdvocating for MLs
ÅEngaging ELLs -  ESL Teaching 

Resources for K - 12
ÅEllevation Educator Community


