
Foster Care Transportation Agreement
Section 1112(c)(5)(B) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the local educational agency (LEA) collaborate with the local child welfare agency (CWA) to develop a written transportation agreement outlining how transportation will be provided, arranged and funded to ensure children in foster care can remain in their school of origin (SOO) when it has been determined to be in their best interest. The agreement must:
· Ensure that children in foster care needing transportation to the SOO will promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and in accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 USC 675(4)(A)); and
· Ensure that, if there are additional costs incurred in providing transportation to maintain children in foster care in their SOO, the LEA will provide transportation to the SOO if:
· The CWA agrees to reimburse the LEA for the cost of such transportation;
· The LEA agrees to pay for the cost of such transportation; or
· The LEA and CWA agree to share the cost of such transportation.
The agreement must be developed jointly by the LEA and CWA and reviewed regularly by both parties to ensure accuracy. 
Using the Transportation Agreement Template
The remainder of this resource is a transportation agreement template designed to simplify the process and help ensure that all required information is included. Districts are not required to use the template created by KDE. The sections where the district and CWA need to customize the document and add specific details are highlighted in yellow and denoted by brackets (see image below). The text that is not highlighted should not be altered as it provides context and additional detail for each section. 
[image: Screenshot example of the bracketed and highlighted areas of the template to be customized by the district and CWA.]
The formatting of the template may be changed to meet the needs of the district and CWA. For example, a district may choose to place the text on district letterhead, adjust the font, etc. Although many of the customizable sections are presented in bulleted list format, paragraph form is also acceptable. Once finalized, the agreement must be signed by the district superintendent and the CWA regional representative. Additional signatures (such as the district foster care point of contact) may be added at the discretion of the district and CWA.

[District Name] Foster Care Transportation Agreement
This agreement shall govern the provision of transportation for all students in foster care whose initial placement or change in placement is in a different attendance area than the school the student attends at the time of placement, also known as the school of origin (SOO). This agreement provides the understandings and responsibilities of the school district and local child welfare agency (CWA) regarding provision of transportation to such students. The parties to this agreement understand and agree that transportation must be provided to the SOO for the duration of the foster care placement when in the student’s best interest, and that both parties play a role in ensuring such transportation is provided. Furthermore, the parties understand and agree that transportation must be provided even if the district does not provide transportation for students not in foster care. 
I. Notification and Identification Procedures 
When a student currently enrolled is placed in foster care or changes residence while in foster care, the CWA shall notify the [District Name] school currently attended by the student (the school of origin) and school district foster care point of contact (POC).
· Upon receipt of notification from the CWA, the school district shall: [Describe the specific actions the district will take to notify the child’s school of origin and the foster care POC.] 
II. Best Interest Determination Process
If a student moves to a new residence and is not in the same school geographic attendance zone, the school district foster care POC shall be notified by the CWA. Upon notification, the foster care POC shall schedule a best interest determination (BID) meeting and invite relevant parties. The BID meeting will be completed within [number] business days following the notification of the child’s placement/change in placement. The BID meeting may be held in-person or virtually.
Relevant and appropriate BID meeting participants may include but are not limited to:
· [List potential BID meeting participants]   
The following student-centered factors will be considered during the BID process:
· [List factors that may be considered to inform the BID]
The final best interest determination will be communicated by the CWA to the district by:
· [Describe how the district will receive notice of the CWAs final decision.] 
III. Ensuring Educational Stability
The local CWA and the [district name] shall jointly ensure that the federal educational stability requirements are met. Participants in the BID meeting will operate under the presumption that remaining in the school of origin is in the child’s or youths best interest, unless the BID suggests that attending another school, including a school the student attended previously is in the student’s best interest.
IV. Providing Transportation
The district and CWA shall collaborate to ensure transportation to the SOO is provided promptly. The district will determine if the student qualifies for transportation through other entitlements, such as: 
· [List the other program(s) under which a student may be eligible for transportation services] 
The following cost-effective (low-cost or no-cost) options for transportation to and from the student’s SOO (including transportation necessary for participating in out of school, summer and academic support programs) will be examined:
· [List all approved modes of transportation available for students in foster care for travel to and from their SOO. Include any low-or no-cost options that may be unique to the district.]
V. Arranging Transportation
Transportation will be provided without undue delay. The parties agree that interim transportation must be addressed to ensure there are no delays for the student in foster care while permanent transportation for each student is determined by the parties pursuant to the terms of this agreement. 
The [agency] will ensure that interim transportation arrangements are in place. The district will have [number] business days following the BID completion to put transportation arrangements into place. [Agency] will provide transportation during the interim. 
When possible, if the child exits foster care before the end of the school year, both parties agree to maintain the transportation agreement through the end of the school year in order to maintain the child’s educational stability.
VI. Funding Additional Transportation Costs
Additional costs incurred in providing school of origin transportation are the difference between what a local education agency (LEA) otherwise would spend to transport a student to their assigned school and the cost of transporting a child in foster care to their SOO. If there are additional costs to transport a student to their SOO, they will be covered as agreed to by the parties, using one of the following options for each student-specific determination: 
· The CWA agrees to reimburse district for additional transportation costs.
· The district agrees to pay additional transportation costs.
· The CWA and district will share the additional costs.
The following funding sources are available to cover additional transportation costs:
· [List all available funding sources that may be available to pay for additional costs needed to transportation students in foster care]. 


VII. Local Dispute Resolution 
In the event an agreement cannot be reached regarding which party will pay for additional transportation costs, the following dispute resolution procedures will be followed:
· A complaining party will notify the district superintendent and CWA next line supervisor and provide them with details of the dispute. 
· A complaining party will schedule a meeting between the superintendent and the regional CWA representative. The meeting will be scheduled within [number] business days of the notification of the dispute.
· If the dispute is not resolved in [number] of business days, the complaining party will report the dispute the state Department of Community Based Services education liaison. 
VIII. Review and Signatures
This transportation agreement was developed jointly by [district name] and the CWA and was last reviewed/revised on [date]. By signing this agreement, the district and CWA verify that it has been reviewed and approved by the representatives of both agencies.
[District Name] Contact Information
· Address: [Enter district address]
· Foster care point of contact name: [Enter foster care POC name]
· Superintendent name: [Enter superintendent name]
· Superintendent signature and date: [Enter superintendent signature and date]
Child Welfare Agency Information
· Address: [Enter CWA address]
· Regional representative name: [Enter regional representative name]
· Regional representative signature and date: [Enter regional representative signature and date]
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Relevant and appropriate BID meeting participants may include but are not limited to:
e [List potential BID meeting participants]

The following student-centered factors will be considered during the BID process:
e [List factors that may be considered to inform the BID]

The final best interest determination will be communicated by the CWA to the district by:
e [Describe how the district will receive notice of the CWAs final decision.]




