FY26 MAF Middle School Coaching Grant
REVISED Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is this grant open to all districts or just those on page 14 that are existing Math Cohort 2 participants?

A: All public middle schools (grades 6-8) that are feeder schools for the currently awarded MAF Math Coaching Cohort 2 grant (page 14), with students in middle school who are struggling with meeting grade-level standards in mathematics, are eligible to apply. A current MAF Cohort 2 grantee must be in full compliance to be eligible for award.

2. Can I please get clarification/information as to why it was determined that only feeder middle schools for the currently awarded Cohort 2 schools are eligible to apply for the MAF Grant MSC Pilot?

A: KRS 158.844(2) establishes MAF “grant funds may be used to support the implementation of diagnostic and intervention services in mathematics. The use of funds may include: pay for extended time for teachers, released time for teachers to serve as coaches and mentors or to carry out other responsibilities needed in the implementation of intervention services, payment of substitute teachers needed for the support of mathematics teachers, purchase of materials needed for modification of instruction, and other costs associated with diagnostic and intervention services or to cover other costs deemed appropriate by the Kentucky Board of Education.” 

The four-year grant cycle for MAF Cohort 1 and 1.5 ends June 30, 2026. The small middle school math coaching pilot will run alongside MAF Cohort 2 schools as they will be the only currently awarded MAF schools for 2026-28 school years—the last two years of the four-year grant cycle for Cohort 2. 

The goal is to launch a small middle school math coaching pilot funded by MAF, with potential to scale if more funding becomes available. The pilot—approximately 10 schools—is intended as the first step toward a broader K–8 math coaching framework.

3. Do districts need to budget/pay for travel and hotel expenses that are required for the coach?

A: The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) anticipates funding approximately 10 schools at an estimated $62,000 per year to support the salary of a school-based mathematics coach.  The KDE will cover the cost of the required professional learning for the school-based mathematics coach. The MAF budget form on pages 12-13 includes munis codes for travel if applicants choose to use those. Not all MUNIS codes listed need to be used. However, the school may not use MAF grant monies for any MUNIS code that is not listed.

4. Can a K-8 building that currently has an elementary math coach apply for this grant?

A: Yes. Per the updated RFA, all public middle schools (grades 6-8) that are feeder schools for MAF Math Coaching grant awarded elementary schools (Cohort 1 and Cohort 2), with students in middle school who are struggling with meeting grade-level standards in mathematics, are eligible to apply. A current MAF Cohort 1 and 2 grantee must be in full compliance to be eligible for award. Currently, coaches do not engage in intensive coaching cycles with grades 6-8, nor is data on teacher practice collected via the Kentucky Mathematics Innovation Tool for grades 6-8. While the two math coaches would collaborate (if awarded), the elementary math coach will engage in intensive coaching cycles with K-5 teachers, and the middle school math coach will engage in coaching cycles with 6-8 teachers.

5. Will the middle school math coach be attending UofL for an endorsement (or something similar) in mathematics, as the elementary coaches have done?

A: From the RFA page 5, the school-level mathematics coach shall engage in ongoing professional learning for the two-year grant focused on three areas:
· Intensive PL on the KAS for Mathematics utilizing resources from www.kystandards.org (pre-approved KDE);
· Intensive PL in mathematics coaching (pre-approved KDE with permission from Dr. Maggie B. McGatha, M2 Consulting, and Dr. Jennifer Bay-Williams, University of Louisville); and
· Intensive PL in cognitive coaching (pre-approved KDE 8 days).
The middle school math coaching pilot does not require the endorsement component. 

6. Do schools have to have a certain number of middle school math teachers to apply?

A: Per the updated RFA, all public middle schools (grades 6-8) that are feeder schools for MAF Math Coaching grant awarded elementary schools (Cohort 1 and Cohort 2), with students in middle school who are struggling with meeting grade-level standards in mathematics, are eligible to apply. A current MAF Cohort 1 and 2 grantee must be in full compliance to be eligible for award.

7. Is there a "match" requirement for this grant?  

A: No. Matching funds are not a requirement for this pilot.
8. Do we have to match the $62,000 grant each year?

A: No. Matching funds are not a requirement for this pilot.

9. How many days will the coach be out of the building? It is stated that cognitive coaching is eight days, but it just says “intensive PL” on KAS for Math and on math coaching. It does not say if those are virtual or in-person PL. It ended up being several days that the elementary math coach was out of district with the elementary school grant.

A: From the RFA page 5, the school-level mathematics coach shall engage in ongoing professional learning for the two-year grant focused on three areas:
· Intensive PL on the KAS for Mathematics utilizing resources from www.kystandards.org (pre-approved KDE);
· Intensive PL in mathematics coaching (pre-approved KDE with permission from Dr. Maggie B. McGatha, M2 Consulting, and Dr. Jennifer Bay-Williams, University of Louisville); and
· Intensive PL in cognitive coaching (pre-approved KDE 8 days).
The middle school math coaching pilot does not require the endorsement component.

10. Does the school have to pay for travel and hotel for the coach when they are away at professional learning?

A: The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) anticipates funding approximately 10 schools at an estimated $62,000 per year to support the salary of a school-based mathematics coach.  The KDE will cover the cost of the required professional learning for the school-based mathematics coach. The MAF budget form on pages 12-13 includes munis codes for travel if applicants choose to use those. Not all MUNIS codes listed need to be used. However, the school may not use MAF grant monies for any MUNIS code that is not listed.

11. Will the coach have to do semester classes (UofL) like the elementary coach did?

A: From the RFA page 5, the school-level mathematics coach shall engage in ongoing professional learning for the two-year grant focused on three areas:
· Intensive PL on the KAS for Mathematics utilizing resources from www.kystandards.org (pre-approved KDE);
· Intensive PL in mathematics coaching (pre-approved KDE with permission from Dr. Maggie B. McGatha, M2 Consulting, and Dr. Jennifer Bay-Williams, University of Louisville); and
· Intensive PL in cognitive coaching (pre-approved KDE 8 days).
The middle school math coaching pilot does not require the endorsement component.

12. Will professional learning requirements for administrators be added in year two like what happened with the elementary MAF grants (year two cognitive coaching for two administrators)?

A: Currently, the professional learning schedule has not been finalized. Awarded schools will be given a more detailed schedule of professional learning within the Assurance Document.
13. For Question 2 of the application narrative, do the two effective mathematics teaching practices chosen by the middle school need to be the same as the two effective mathematics teaching practices of the elementary feeder school?

A: That is up to the applicant. If a priority is coherence across schools, the two effective mathematics teaching practices may be the same; however, the middle school may need tailored support in other areas, which is also acceptable. Once awarded, should the school choose to shift focus, there would be opportunities for doing so prior to the start of the grant cycle

14. If 6th grade is housed in a different school/building (not a middle school), is the coach required to coach 6th grade in that different school?
No. The public-school district must submit a separate application for each school. Therefore, the coach would serve the grades housed within the awarded school.

15. Can a current MS instructional coach qualify for this grant with four years of MS instructional coach experience and 10 years of MS science experience?
Per the RFA, schools shall train a school-level mathematics coach for teachers of grades 6-8: 
· Who has at least five years of certified middle school mathematics teaching experience;
· Who demonstrates leadership skills regarding coaching adult learners;
· Who has the capacity to design professional learning aligned to the characteristics of High Quality Professional Learning (HQPL); and
· Who is able to determine whether instructional resources are aligned to the KAS for Mathematics (please see High Quality Instructional Resources) and, based on that determination, support teachers with the next instructional steps.

16. I am contacting you with a clarification question for the FY26 Math Achievement Fund Middle School Coaching Pilot Grant. According to the FAQ document, this is for schools that are currently Cohort 2 schools, but also references that the schools had to be listed on page 14 of the document. Paintsville is a Cohort 1.5 school, but is listed on page 14, just in red. Were the cohort 1 and 1.5 schools added to the list because we are now eligible?

The RFA has been updated to expand eligibility. Per the updated RFA, all public middle schools (grades 6-8) that are feeder schools for MAF Math Coaching grant awarded elementary schools (Cohort 1 and Cohort 2), with students in middle school who are struggling with meeting grade-level standards in mathematics, are eligible to apply. A current MAF Cohort 1 and 2 grantee must be in full compliance to be eligible for award. The public school district must submit a separate application for each school.



