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REQUEST FOR APPLICATION 
	
  FY26 Star Academy Grant

	Application Deadline
	Issued By
	

	4 p.m. (ET)
December 11, 2025
(Applications received after 4 p.m. (ET) will NOT be reviewed)
	Kentucky Department of Education
Office of Continuous Education and Support
Division of Innovation

	

	Email Questions To:
	Submit Applications to: 
	

	Kentucky Department of Education 
Procurement Branch
 KDERFP@education.ky.gov
(Questions accepted via email only)
November 14, 2025, at 4 p.m. (ET)

	
KDERFP@education.ky.gov
(Only electronic applications will be accepted.)
	

	Specific Instructions:
Failure to follow these specific instructions will deem an applicant’s response
 non-responsive and will not be scored. 
	

	1. Each public school district may submit one application. 
2. KDE reserves the right to waive minor technical issues.

3. Applicants are responsible for monitoring KDE’s Competitive Grants webpage for amendments and updates to the posted RFA and supporting materials.

4. Plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  The use of AI to generate application content will also be considered plagiarism.


	






	




KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Solicitation Schedule

	Date
	Event
	Location
	Participation

	November 10, 2025
	RFA released
	Online
	N/A

	November 10, 2025
	Technical assistance webinar
	Online
	Viewing the pre-recorded TA session is recommended 

	November 14, 2025
	Questions deadline
	Email
	N/A

	On or around November 20, 2025
	FAQ posted
	Online
	N/A

	December 11, 2026
	Application deadline
	Send to KDE
	Required

	January 12-16, 2026
	Application review and scoring
	Online
	N/A

	On or around February 2, 2026
	Awardees are posted on the KDE website
	Online
	N/A

	February/March 2026
	MOA process (KDE & LEA)
	N/A
	Districts

	February/March 2026
	District plans reviewed
	N/A
	N/A

	March 31, 2026
	Funding available to LEA
	N/A
	Districts



Background 
The Office of Continuous Improvement and Support is issuing a Request for Application (RFA) for the implementation of an all-inclusive, STEM-driven, “School-with-a-school” Star Academy Model. 

Funding
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) anticipates funding approximately 5 public school districts at $1,000,000.00 per award to implement a Star Academy for three years.
No funds may be expended before KDE receives a signed contract from the fiscal agent and it is approved by the Finance Cabinet. 





Requirements for Funding 

Star Academy is designed to serve at-risk students who would benefit from a project-based, hands-on learning environment. The curriculum is for students in grades 7 and 8, with student selection decisions left to the discretion of the district. Star Academy offers the following recommendations for selecting students for the program: 
· Students should be reading at a minimum 5th-grade reading level. 
· Students should be able to work both independently and in pairs. 
· When considering behavior and attendance, it is important to keep in mind that the Math and Science modules include frequent hands-on, collaborative components. 
· Due to the program’s rotational model and reliance on consistent participation, we recommend prioritizing students who have not exceeded 20 absences within a school year. 

The Star Academy program cost is $1 million for the full three-year partnership, with the option to renew upon completion of the initial term. The $1 million program cost covers only the Star Academy program, including all furniture, technology, and curriculum; teacher salaries remain the responsibility of the district.
School districts will designate five adjacent classrooms exclusively for Star Academy students. These classrooms will serve Math, Science, Social Studies, and ELA instruction, with the fifth classroom introduced in the second year as an R&D (Research and Development) space. 

School districts will designate four dedicated teachers to be assigned to the core subjects within Star Academy. 

Each Star Academy program is designed to serve a maximum of 80 students, with up to 20 students per class. 

Application Narrative

Part 1: Needs assessment (10 points, 5 points per bullet)
1.1 Address the risk factors present in the student population.
1.2 Describe how students with special needs will have access to and be served in the program.

Part 2: Space and Staffing (25 points, 5 points per bullet)
2.1 Provide specific details about the intended location to be designated for the Star Academy. 
2.2 Describe how access to the location will not be a barrier to student participation (ADA compliance, transportation, etc.)
2.3 Explain how the district will recruit and/or designate staff to teach in the Star Academy.
2.4 Describe how the building principal(s) and other faculty and staff were included in the location selection process and decision-making. 
2.5 Describe how the building principal and other stakeholders were included in the development of the selection process for staff. 

Part 3: Student Identification and Selection (15 points, 5 points per bullet)
3.1 Describe how the district will target and identify the number of students (up to 80) to be served by the program who meet the Star Academy guidelines (above).
3.2 Describe how families will be engaged in the selection process. 
3.3 Describe how students will be engaged in the selection process. 


.Application Components
The application should contain the following items presented in the order listed below. Each component should be clearly labeled within the application.  

1. Application Cover Page 
2. Application Narrative responses (5-page limit)

Formatting Requirements
Formatting Requirements
Failure to follow the formatting requirements may deem your application non-responsive. Applications should be labeled by section numbers and application narrative sections addressed in the order given. 
1. Double-spaced
2. Letter-size (8 ½ x 11) 
3. Times New Roman 12-point font (no compressed, narrow, or light fonts allowed)
4. Margins for the narrative pages should be 1 inch on all sides.
5. Texts within charts, graphs, and tables may be in Times New Roman 10-point font and single-spaced.
6. Bulleted lists should be single-spaced and must be in Times New Roman 12-point font.
7. Charts, graphs, bulleted lists, and tables may not comprise more than 20% of the total narrative.

Redacting Instructions
[bookmark: _Hlk81307761]Blinding/Redacting is the removal of identifying information from an application. Identifying information is the district name, school name, county name, and city name. Names of Individuals and Signatures should NOT be blinded/redacted.
Redacted copies should be completely redacted electronically using Black highlighting or X’d out - using the find and replace feature - ex, XXX. 
Please review the redacted copy before submitting to ensure all identifying information is redacted and all required pages and attachments are included.  
[bookmark: _Hlk81306477]Redacted copies will be scored as received. 

Submission of Application
1. Scan or save the completed application in its entirety, including all signatures, to PDF format. Save the original application as STAR District Name. (For example: Woodford County would save the original application as STAR Woodford.) 
2. Scan or save a blinded/redacted copy of the application in its entirety to PDF format. Save the redacted application as STAR District Name B (For example: Woodford County would save the redacted application as STAR Woodford B.)
3. Email the original and redacted copy to KDERFP@education.ky.gov
· On the subject line of the email, type STAR District Name.
· If possible, send all three attachments in the same email.  ALL PARTS MUST BE RECEIVED- DATE/TIME STAMPED BY THE DEADLINE of December 11, 2025, by 4 p.m. ET.
· Keep in mind that email coming into KDE is routed for security purposes through multiple networks and servers. Allow ample time for this, and the possibility that email is not always received on the first try.
· Applications received after the deadline will not be reviewed or considered for award.
· Applicants can request confirmation of receipt in their submission email. KDE will confirm receipt of the email and attachments (if any). Please note that KDE does not open attachments to check for accuracy.
· Do not add others to application submission emails.
· Do not send Google Docs or documents from Google Drive. 
· Each PDF attachment MUST be less than 10,000 KB (or 10 MB) in size. Please work with your technology staff to ensure the correct file size.  Files that are above the size limit will not be reviewed or eligible for an award.


Evaluation of Application  
Internal reviewers will be trained for this specific competition and will evaluate applications using the RFA and the scoring rubric aligned with the criteria established in the RFA. 










FY26 STAR Academy Grant
Application Cover Page
	DISTRICT NAME
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	DISTRICT ADDRESS
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	[bookmark: _Hlk43991059]SCHOOL NAME
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	SCHOOL ADDRESS
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	PRINCIPAL NAME
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone: 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Email: 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	SUPERINTENDENT
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Email: 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	GRANT CONTACT
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	GRANT WRITER
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone:
	 Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Additional Grant Collaborators
	Click or tap here to enter text.


I assure the attached application contains accurate information. I understand that grant applications with incorrect or falsified information will not be considered for review or will be revoked once awarded. I assure the application has been reviewed and approved for implementation by all shareholders and the district and school will comply with all requirements, both technical and programmatic, pertaining to the grant. Failure to continuously meet compliance requirements and deadlines could result in partial or complete loss of funding for the grant and may impact future funding.
[bookmark: _Hlk62464910]Notarized Assurance of Commitment from the Superintendent 

__________________________________________________ 		_____________________________
Superintendent 						Date

__________________________________________________ 		_____________________________
Notary Signature		Date Commission Expires		Date
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