Star Academy Grant
Frequently Asked Questions
1. Can we include sample forms? For example, a form utilized for student selection.  If so, does that count within the 5-page limit?  Does the font need to be within the same parameters on those?
No, that form should not be attached. It would be sufficient to mention that you have or will use a form in your narrative.

2. Would the program start immediately upon funding, or is it expected that the program would begin with the 26-27 school year (the actual teaching part)?
Instruction provided through the Star Academy would not be expected to begin prior to the 26-27 school year. The vendor will complete several milestones prior to full installation of the Star Academy including: completion of Program Work Plan or agreement with a School, which shall include milestones with timeframes to assure a "turn-key" implementation of the Star Academy in the school district; completion of Curriculum and Academy Design; acquisition of Furniture and Technology, including software licenses; and delivery of initial Professional Development.

3. How will districts be paid for this grant? Quarterly reimbursement or Lump Sum?
Awardees will be paid half upon contract approval and the remaining half before June 1st. 

4. Can a district submit more than one application so that more students can be included (multiple grade levels)?  For example, a 7th-grade academy has one application, and an 8th-grade academy has one application.  It was initially our understanding that this was allowable, but the first page of the RFA states that "each public school district may submit one application."
No, a district may not submit more than one application. KDE will fund 5 public school districts at $1 million per award. Star Academy; however, does allow districts to implement more than one academy. Funding for additional Academies would be the responsibility of the district. 

5. How much of the $1,000.000.00 award goes to the district?  
The Star Academy program cost is $1 million for the full three-year partnership. The full $1 million is to be paid by the district to the vendor to cover the cost of the Star Academy program. 

6. Does any part of the $1,000,000.00 award go toward covering teacher salaries? 
Teacher salaries remain the responsibility of the district. The $1 million program cost covers only the Star Academy program, including all furniture, technology, and curriculum. 
7. Does the established "school-within-a-school" have to use the Star Academy Curriculum with fidelity? 
Yes. Because this RFA is specifically for the implementation of the Star Academy Model, participating districts are expected to implement the Star Academy curriculum and program components with fidelity. This ensures that districts receive the intended impact of the model, including academic acceleration, increased engagement, strengthened attendance, and alignment with monitoring and reporting structures. 
8. Does the "school-within-a-school" have to be at just one school, or could it be at a high school that can then pull from multiple middle schools to serve students? 
The Star Academy program may be centralized to one host school and still serve students from multiple middle schools as long as it operates as a single, fully implemented Star Academy site. Districts may locate the academy within one school building and enroll eligible students from multiple schools, provided that the district ensures appropriate transportation, scheduling, staffing, and support services. Participating schools should coordinate to identify and transition students who meet the program’s target criteria. 

