FAQ MAF HQIR Mini-Grant
1. Within our district there is an in-patient facility for students that is part of our school district. It is considered its own school. Are they eligible to apply for funds? 
Yes, they are eligible to apply but will not receive priority points for F/R percentage since they have no qualifying data. 

2. Any school K-12 can apply or is it just elementary age?
All public-school districts in Kentucky and Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) and Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) are eligible to apply on behalf of a school or schools in the district to support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics through the purchase of high-quality instructional materials aligned to the KAS for Mathematics.

3. If our district is interested in implementing an HQIR on a rolling basis beginning with grades 6 and 7th, is that acceptable for this grant?
All public-school districts in Kentucky and Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) and Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) are eligible to apply on behalf of a school or schools in the district to support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics through the purchase of high-quality instructional materials aligned to the KAS for Mathematics.

An application should offer clarity throughout the narrative components on how the grant funds will support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics. Question 2 within the application narrative presents an opportunity to expand upon how the HQIR and/or CBPL implemented within grades 6 and 7 will connect to the broader vision for grades 6-12.
4. Our elementary schools include grade 6. So can we write a grant for these schools that only have the one grade level that goes with the grant?
All public-school districts in Kentucky and Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) and Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) are eligible to apply on behalf of a school or schools in the district to support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics through the purchase of high-quality instructional materials aligned to the KAS for Mathematics. 

An application should offer clarity throughout the narrative components on how the grant funds will support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics. As grade 6 is included at the elementary school, Question 2 within the application narrative presents an opportunity to expand upon how the HQIR and/or CBPL implemented within grade 6 will connect the vision from the elementary school to that within grades 6-12.
5. For a high school application, does the HQIR need to be implemented 9-12? Or can it be implemented for certain grade levels only. 
As long as the grant funds are used for only grades 6-12, the funds may be used to meet needs in specific grades only. An application should offer clarity throughout the narrative components on how the grant funds will support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics. Question 2 within the application narrative presents an opportunity to expand upon how the HQIR and/or CBPL implemented within specific grades will connect to the broader vision for grades 6-12.
6. If our district purchased an HQIR last academic year, can we use grant funds to purchase workbooks to support that HQIR? 
Yes. The application should provide clarity throughout the narrative responses (especially Questions 3 and 4) related to what has been implemented to date and how this purchase will support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics through the purchase of high-quality instructional materials aligned to the KAS for Mathematics moving forward. For additional clarity around Question 3 and 4, see below. 

Question 3: 
	Sample Application Approaches

	Need for Rubric

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) NOT associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	Yes, for the supplemental resource(s)


	Tier 2/3 Resource(s) that earn positive and/or potentially positive effectiveness ratings according to the Academic Intervention Tools Chart and/or high ratings from other reliable studies, which can be accessed on the Elevating Evidence Clearinghouses and Databases resource
	Yes



Question 4: 
	
	PL Form Required
	Additional Narrative Required

	CBPL related to new materials to be purchased with this grant.
	Yes
	No

	CBPL related to HQIR materials purchased prior to this grant 
	Yes
	Yes


7. How should we handle selecting HQIRs at the high school level since HQIR availability varies more when you get beyond Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2?
The application should provide clarity throughout the narrative responses related to how this purchase will support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics through the purchase of high-quality instructional materials aligned to the KAS for Mathematics moving forward. For additional clarity around Question 3, see below. 
	Sample Application Approaches

	Need for Rubric

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) NOT associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	Yes, for the supplemental resource(s)


	Tier 2/3 Resource(s) that earn positive and/or potentially positive effectiveness ratings according to the Academic Intervention Tools Chart and/or high ratings from other reliable studies, which can be accessed on the Elevating Evidence Clearinghouses and Databases resource
	Yes


8. Clarification on use of the word AND in the RFA around Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3. Are we allowed to write the grant solely for Tier 1 or are we required to include both Tier 1 AND intervention?
Applications can include requests for solely Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier 3. There is not an expectation to emphasize one tier versus another within the application. Applications should indicate how the funding would meet demonstrated student need regardless of which tier the application is requesting funding to support. There is not a requirement for Tier 1 and intervention. As specified in KRS 158.844, the Mathematics Achievement Fund (MAF) provides funding for purchase of materials needed for modification of instruction (tier one, tier two and/or tier three) in mathematics and pay for extended time or release time for teachers to engage in professional learning of the mathematics materials purchased.

9. The RFA mentions "KDE-approved diagnostic assessments". I am familiar with the K-3 numeracy list, but where is the list for gr 6-12 KDE-approved diagnostic assessments?
KDE provides specific guidance and an approved list of K-3 diagnostic assessments. In accordance with KRS 158.8402, KDE has not published a separate list for grades 6-12. However, any diagnostic assessments for grades 6-12 should align with the K-3 expectations of accuracy, validity, and reliability across grade bands.

10. For scoring purposes does KDE expect MAF proposals to emphasize Tier 1 core instruction, or are Tier 2 and Tier 3 focused proposals acceptable when aligned to demonstrated student need? Is there a scoring rubric? 
There is not an expectation to emphasize one tier versus another within the application. Applications should indicate how the funding would meet demonstrated student need regardless of which tier the application is requesting funding to support. As specified in KRS 158.844, the Mathematics Achievement Fund (MAF) provides funding for purchase of materials needed for modification of instruction (tier one, tier two and/or tier three) in mathematics and pay for extended time or release time for teachers to engage in professional learning of the mathematics materials purchased.

11. So we could just write for T2 and T3, correct?
Yes. As specified in KRS 158.844, the Mathematics Achievement Fund (MAF) provides funding for purchase of materials needed for modification of instruction (tier one, tier two and/or tier three) in mathematics and pay for extended time or release time for teachers to engage in professional learning of the mathematics materials purchased.
12. The RFA says completed rubric needs to be attached if supplementary materials are being purchased. If we would like to use the grant to cover costs of Tier 1 only, is the completed rubric necessary?
That is based on whether the resource is included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics. For additional clarity around Question 3 of the narrative, see below. 
	Sample Application Approaches

	Need for Rubric

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) NOT associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	Yes, for the supplemental resource(s)


	Tier 2/3 Resource(s) that earn positive and/or potentially positive effectiveness ratings according to the Academic Intervention Tools Chart and/or high ratings from other reliable studies, which can be accessed on the Elevating Evidence Clearinghouses and Databases resource
	Yes


13. Will question 3 in the RFA be updated to provide more guidance?
The updated RFA will be posted on the KDE Competitive Grants page. Additional clarification related to Question 3 is provided below: 
	Sample Application Approaches

	Need for Rubric

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) NOT associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	Yes, for the supplemental resource(s)


	Tier 2/3 Resource(s) that earn positive and/or potentially positive effectiveness ratings according to the Academic Intervention Tools Chart and/or high ratings from other reliable studies, which can be accessed on the Elevating Evidence Clearinghouses and Databases resource
	Yes


14. Do we actually write anything for the Competitive Priority section?
No. The KDE will assign these points as indicated within the RFA during the grant review process.

15. For the competitive priorities are they looking at district-wide percentages or school-based percentages? 
The RFA has been updated to reflect a shift to awarding priority points by school, not district. The KDE will assign these points as indicated within the RFA during the grant review process.

16. What about code 0120 for substitutes for teachers to attend professional learning? 
Yes, the budget form has been revised to include substitute teachers.
 
17. Is a MATCH required?
A: No. There are no matching funds required.

18. There is no "DISTRICT" math proficiency score as far as I am aware - are they going to AVERAGE Elem, MIddle, and High grade spans? Average grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10? 
The RFA has been updated to reflect a shift to awarding priority points by school, not district. The KDE will assign these points as indicated within the RFA during the grant review process.

19. DISTRICT Free-Reduced Lunch data - which list will be used for this? Will it be the “Qualifying Data Report” from 2024-2025? This lists data by SCHOOL, not DISTRICT.  Will it be instead the data shown in the currently posted 2024-2025 School Report Card?
The RFA has been updated to reflect a shift to awarding priority points by school, not district. The KDE will assign these points as indicated within the RFA during the grant review process.

20. If we're paying a stipend to teachers for additional PD, can we pay the associated 0200 code benefits (KTRS, etc.)
No, schools may not use MAF grant monies for any MUNIS code that is not listed on the budget form on page 12 of the RFA.

21. Please clarify: If a resource shows positive or potentially positive effects on the Academic Interventions Tools Chart, does the rubric need to be completed?  
Yes. The rubric will allow the applicant to demonstrate a plan for how the resource aligns with the KDE definition of high-quality instructional resource. For additional clarity around Question 3 of the narrative, see below.
	Sample Application Approaches

	Need for Rubric

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) NOT associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	Yes, for the supplemental resource(s)


	Tier 2/3 Resource(s) that earn positive and/or potentially positive effectiveness ratings according to the Academic Intervention Tools Chart and/or high ratings from other reliable studies, which can be accessed on the Elevating Evidence Clearinghouses and Databases resource
	Yes


22. Is there a limit to the amount of grant funds that can be included in budget codes 734 and 735?
No. However, the MAF grant provides funding for purchase of materials needed for modification of instruction (tier one, tier two and/or tier three) in mathematics and pay for extended time or release time for teachers to engage in professional learning of the new mathematics materials purchased. This mini grant is not a technology grant. An application should make explicit connections to how funding within any budget code will support high quality mathematics instruction.

23. Can grant funds be used for non-vendor-provided professional learning, such as train-the-trainer models? For example, using a district lead to provide professional learning to school staff if it's already been provided to them by the vendor?
Yes. An application should make explicit connections to how funding within any budget code will support high quality mathematics instruction and how the PL trainer has been equipped by the vendor to deliver curriculum-specific PL to the school staff.

24. If we are in the process of selecting an HQIR and have it narrowed down to 2 programs, can we submit that or do we have to know EXACTLY which program by the submission deadline?
The selected HQIR and/or CBPL must be indicated within the application.

25. If we are using the full $40K grant for materials and funding the PL with other school or district funds, do we need to show that somehow on the budget page so the budget will match our plan?
The budget form should provide a detailed, itemized explanation of expenditures for each MUNIS Code and should total $40,000 exactly. Not all MUNIS codes listed need to be used. Additional clarity around the expenditures can be provided within the budget narrative.

26. Can the cooperatives be used for HQPL?
Applications may specify high-quality professional learning with an educational cooperative in your professional learning plan, but curriculum-based professional learning providers must be trained by the vendor to support effective implementation at the school level.
27. Can a school receive the grant in multiple years?
The MAF Mini Grant is for one year (spring 2026-June 30, 2027) contingent on successful implementation of mathematics purchased materials, grant requirement compliance and the availability of funds. Funds must be spent using allowable MUNIS codes by June 30, 2027.
28. Does the grant need to be spent during the 2026–2027 school year, or can we hold the funds until we are ready to use them or have identified an appropriate HQIR?
The MAF Mini Grant is for one year (spring 2026-June 30, 2027) contingent on successful implementation of mathematics purchased materials, grant requirement compliance and the availability of funds. Funds must be spent using allowable MUNIS codes by June 30, 2027. The selected HQIR and/or CBPL must be indicated within the application.
29. Is it allowable to use an HQIR that is not on the approved list? Is there a rubric to be completed for HQIR's that are not on the list that will make them allowable? 
No. The application should provide clarity throughout the narrative responses related to how the resource aligns to the KDE’s definition of high-quality instructional resources. Specifically, within question 3 the application should meet the expectations below. 
	Sample Application Approaches

	Need for Rubric

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	No

	Tier 1 Resource(s) included on the KDE’s list of approved Tier 1 core comprehensive HQIRs for mathematics + supplemental materials (manipulative kits, tier 2/3 materials, etc.) NOT associated with the Tier 1 resource(s)
	Yes, for the supplemental resource(s)


	Tier 2/3 Resource(s) that earn positive and/or potentially positive effectiveness ratings according to the Academic Intervention Tools Chart and/or high ratings from other reliable studies, which can be accessed on the Elevating Evidence Clearinghouses and Databases resource
	Yes


30. Can non-A1 schools within a school district apply?
All public-school districts in Kentucky and Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) and Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) are eligible to apply on behalf of a school or schools in the district to support students in grades 6-12 in reaching proficiency in mathematics through the purchase of high-quality instructional materials aligned to the KAS for Mathematics.
31. If a school serves grades 6-12, can it submit one application to serve grades 6-8 and one to serve grades 9-12?
No. The public-school district must submit a separate application for each school. Therefore, if your school is a 6-12 school then you would only submit one application.
32. The current budget page does not show the code for SUBS. May we pay for subs to release teachers during the school day for job-embedded professional learning?
Yes, the budget form has been revised to include substitute teachers.
33. The budget shows we can use several 0100 series codes but no 0200 codes. If we pay a stipend to a teacher for professional learning may we pay the associated 0200 fringe (KTRS, medicare)?
No, schools may not use MAF grant monies for any MUNIS code that is not listed on the budget form on page 12 of the RFA.
34. Is there a MATCH required for this grant?
A: No. There are no matching funds required.
35. We are considering changing our math universal screener. If we do, may we use grant funds to purchase the new screener?
No. Universal screeners are not an allowable expense. A district/school shall use funding to purchase instructional materials for mathematics (including valid and reliable intervention programs and KDE-approved diagnostic assessments) that are High-Quality Instructional Resources (HQIR) and/or curriculum-based professional learning.
36. We are considering changing our math universal screener. If we do, may we use grant funds for professional learning for the new screener?
No. Universal screeners are not an allowable expense. A district/school shall use funding to purchase instructional materials for mathematics (including valid and reliable intervention programs and KDE-approved diagnostic assessments) that are High-Quality Instructional Resources (HQIR) and/or curriculum-based professional learning.
37. May we use grant funds to contract with EPIC (GRREC Co-Op) for professional learning services?
Applications may specify high-quality professional learning with an educational cooperative in your professional learning plan, but curriculum-based professional learning providers must be trained by the vendor to support effective implementation at the school level.
38.  May our professional learning plan include "train the trainer" professional learning?
Yes.  An application should make explicit connections to how funding within any budget code will support high quality mathematics instruction and how the PL trainer has been equipped by the vendor to deliver curriculum-specific PL to the school staff.
39. For Application QUESTION 4, if we are adopting NEW materials for the grant am I correct that all I am to submit for QUESTION 4 is the professional learning plan form - no additional narrative is required?
Yes, an application proposing the purchase of new materials would not require the additional narrative. For additional clarity around Question 4, see below.
	
	PL Form Required
	Additional Narrative Required

	CBPL related to new materials to be purchased with this grant.
	Yes
	No

	CBPL related to HQIR materials purchased prior to this grant 
	Yes
	Yes


40. Is the length of the Professional Learning Plan form limited to no more than 2 pages?
There is not a limit on the length of the Professional Learning Plan. There is a limit on the length of the narrative, if applicable.
41. For Application QUESTION 5, are the budget summary and form limited to a total of 2 pages altogether or do I have the full 2 pages just for the narrative?
There is not a limit on the length of the Budget Form. There is a two-page limit on the length of the budget summary/narrative.
42. Can you explain COMPETITIVE PRIORITY ITEM A - exactly what statistic will you be using to determine that? Are you looking at scale scores? Percent of students the prior year who scored at least proficient? The school's math "index" score? Something else?
The KDE will assign these points as indicated within the RFA during the grant review process.
43. For COMPETITIVE PRIORITY ITEM B - Can you include a link to the "qualifying data" table that you will be using to determine this?
The KDE will assign these points as indicated within the RFA during the grant review process.

 
