Frequently Asked Questions
FY26 AED Grant
1. Are districts eligible to apply for funds in the second Automated Exernal Defibrillators (AED) Request for Application (RFA) if they were awarded in the 2025 RFA process?  
Yes. The 2026 AED RFA is independent of the previous RFA released and funded in 2025. Districts may assess their needs and choose to apply if desired.
2. Our district just received notification that we will no longer be able to purchase pads for our CR+ AEDs. These units have been discontinued but until we received this notice, pads were still available. We purchased one in 2017, three in 2018, and four in 2019. Although only one of these is technically over 8 years old, would we possibly qualify for the grant to replace the units bought in 2018 and 2019 since pads are no longer available for purchase?  
The 2026 AED RFA states that “districts may submit Form B to replace an AED which is more than eight years old OR has been discontinued.” The request is restricted to only 1 AED per school and district office for this situation (regardless of if it is mounted or mobile). However, if these AEDs are all on the same campus, a district may prioritize this need and submit Form C to replace the additional discontinued AED(s). It is suggested that the district retain all correspondence from the vendor noting the unit and/or ancillary items will no longer be serviceable or available.
3. I have 5 outdated AEDs and 2 discontinued AEDs. On the form, it states this for section B: Form B is to be used to request one (1) AED for a school that owns a device that is eight (8) or more years old or has been discontinued by the manufacturer and is no longer serviceable. Additional lines may be added to this form if needed. Please use the font embedded in the form. NOTE: If an educational facility is housed within another facility (e.g., a preschool within an elementary, an area technology center within a high school), it is not considered a separate facility and must use the assigned school type as its reference. I can account for 4 being in different school buildings, including the high school, middle school, intermediate, and primary buildings. I am unsure which facility the remaining 3 would fall under, and if they would qualify for replacement. 
Annually, districts are required to submit its AED count to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) per KRS 158.162. The 2025 School AED Counts Report is available on our website. Each of the AEDs referenced in this question should be attributed to a specific location within the district (either at a school or district office). It may be beneficial to connect with the district health coordinator or the individual responsible for collecting and submitting this data. If AEDs are more than eight years old OR have been discontinued, they would be eligible for replacement through the 2026 AED RFA. However, only one AED per school and district office (regardless of whether it is mounted or mobile) can be requested on Form B. Any additional AEDs in this category need to be prioritized and requested on Form C.
4. We have 2 schools that have NCES codes. However, they aren't listed under our district. They are listed under "Kentucky Tech System". Their address is in our county, and we only have one school district in our county. Our district staff also checks their AEDs monthly and makes sure the supplies are updated for their AEDs. Both schools have AEDs that are more than 8 years old. Can I list these schools on Form B?
These schools would be permitted to apply for funding through the 2026 AED RFP. In 	this scenario, Form B would be used to submit the request.
5. It is my understanding that we can only request 1 AED replacement for all the AEDs reported under the district office in IC, even if the buildings reported under this category have separate addresses. Is this a correct understanding?
Each school and district office may only request one AED to be replaced on Form B if the AED is more than eight years old or has been discontinued when located at the same address. This encompasses units that are mounted and mobile/floaters. Any other units which meet this criterion could be prioritized by the district and placed on Form C for consideration. Form C requests are the lowest priority of funding, based on the number of submitted and scoring of Forms A and B. A district may submit a request for any needed AEDs, regardless of the reason, on Form C. 
6. For form B, our district has 4 school buildings that are labeled as school type A1. However, each of the 4 buildings is reported separately on the counts in the AED reporting tool. Can we request 1 AED replacement per building listed in the AED reporting or are we limited to 1 request for all type A1 schools?
Each school, which has a National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES), may request to replace one AED (either mounted or mobile/floater) more than eight years (8) old OR has been discontinued on Form B. In relation to this question, each of the A1 schools would be eligible to apply on Form B.
7. For Form C, is the first number in the ratio the number of AEDs reported for that school/program in the AED reporting tool? For example, if I want to request an AED to replace our old one at our maintenance department, since the AED is listed under the district office in the AED reporting tool, would the ratio be 5:X or 0:X?
If the maintenance department only has one AED which is older than 8 years OR is unserviceable. Form B would be used. If the district office has more than one AED, Form C would be used. On Form C, the ratio for the given school building/district office should be read as the number of functional, existing AEDs to the number of students and staff which have access to the unit at that facility on a regular daily basis. Do not count the device you would be adding in the ratio. If the site has 4 AEDs currently and regular daily traffic of 2,200 people, the ratio should read 4:500.
8. What if we are needing an AED at a sports center that we use off campus. For example, our baseball and softball fields don’t have an AED. We currently share a mobile device and sometimes both teams play at separate places. 
To utilize these funds, the sports facility would need to be owned and maintained by the school district. If this is the case, the annual reporting of the AED count should include this unit at one of the schools or district office as an affixed device or a traveling device (mobile/floater). In either case, this would be a request for adding an additional AED so the district would use Form C. If these are not district-or state-owned school facility, the 2026 AED RFA would not be an eligible use of funds.
9. We need AEDs at our bus garage. How do we apply for a bus garage?
The bus garage would be an extension of the district office, and reporting should be attributed to this location as well. If the district office already has an AED, Form C should be used. If the district office does not have an AED, the request would be submitted on Form A. To maximize limited funds and AED impact, it is strongly recommended that AEDs be prioritized for use in high-traffic and instructional settings.
10. Do we need to do the CPR drills once or twice a year for schools? I thought the KRS stated at least twice a year.
According to KRS 158.162, “each local board of education shall require the school council (or principal if no council exists) to adopt an Emergency Management Response Plan.” This is to include a written cardiac emergency response plan. “The principal shall discuss the emergency plan with all school staff prior to the first instructional day of each school year and document the time and date of any discussion. The cardiac emergency response plan shall be rehearsed by simulation prior to the beginning of each athletic season by all licensed athletic trainers, school nurses, and athletic directors; and interscholastic coaches and volunteer coaches of each athletic team 3 active during that athletic season.” While state law does not dictate the number of times drills are executed, other entities may offer suggestions. This also should be stated within your district policy.
11. The new grant requirements say the funds must be obligated by December 15, but the PowerPoint said June 30. Which one is correct?
Funds for the 2026 AED RFA must be obligated by August 31, 2026, and request for reimbursement submitted no later than October 31, 2026. There was an error misstating this date previously as June 30, 2026.
12. If the school's NCES district is KY Tech System but they have a unique code and our district reports their AED on the AED reporting tool, can we request a new AED for that school?
This school would be permitted to apply for funding through the 2026 AED RFA, but 	must adhere to the requirements outlined in the RFA as to which form should be 		submitted for award consideration. If the school currently has at least one AED and it is 	less than eight (8) years old and serviceable, their submission could only be requested on 	Form C.
13. Is there a limit on the number of non-serviceable AED requests on form B? 
Yes, each school and the district office may request only one (1) AED per school and district office on Form B (regardless of its status of being mounted or mobile/floater). If there are additional non-serviceable AEDs at any location, the district should prioritize the remaining requests and place them on Form C. There is not a limit per school or district which can be requested on Form C, However, the greatest need should be identified and listed first on the form followed by those of decreasing priority.
14. Can we request an AED for each coach to carry with them during their season? Would it be requested under Form C?
There is no limit to the number of AEDs which can be requested on Form C. It is important that the correct AED/Student and Staff ratio be used. Remember that Form C is likely to have the greatest number of requests, so we may be unable to fund every ask. Therefore, prioritization is key.
15. To clarify, can a district list each school within the district that has a non serviceable AED on Form B?
If there is a documented need for each qualifying school in the district having an unserviceable AED, it is permissible for Form B to be submitted containing each school’s name and additional required information on the form of the district application for one AED per school. This request would include both mounted and mobile/floater AEDs. Only one would qualify for replacement on Form B per school and district office in this example.
16. Do virtual students count toward the AED to student and staff ratio if they are counted with our active students? They do come in for state testing.
For the purposes of this RFA, virtual students should not be considered in the student/staff ratio. Only students and staff who regularly attend daily in-person instruction and provide in-person support offered by your district should be calculated into the required ratio.
17. We are a small district and have less buses than coaches. Can we request AEDs to be placed on buses for extra curriculars? 
There is no limit to the number of AEDs which can be requested on Form C. It is important that the correct AED/student and staff ratio be used. Remember that Form C is likely to have the greatest number of requests, so we may be unable to fund every ask. Therefore, prioritization is key. Special consideration should be given when purchasing and use for travel (e.g., durability, storage, access). 
18. What is your recommendation for getting rid of AEDs that are 8 years or older and are being replaced?
Since the Kentucky Department of Education is not a medical authority, we would suggest the district contact your local medical professionals (e.g., local health department, hospital, medical provider, emergency management system) to determine the best way in which to retire these devices. A second option would be to contact the vendor of the unit for their recommendation(s).
19. If our high school has several traveling AEDs that are carried by sports teams and are currently unserviceable, can we request more than one for that school noting that they will travel with sports teams? 
Each eligible school and district office may request only one (1) replacement for an unserviceable AED regardless of the number they currently have, whether they are in an affixed location or mobile (floaters). Priority should be given to the highest need on Form B. If desired, districts may request additional needs on Form C.  
20. Can we request more than 1 AED for a new school - scheduled to open this year?
AEDs should only be requested for schools currently open or scheduled to open at the beginning of the 2026-27 school year. This new facility would be considered on Form A having no AEDs presently. The district may choose to request additional AEDs on Form C for increased school coverage.
21. We have 2 AED that will expire next year but they keep using batteries every 2 months and Zoll has said there is nothing they can do. Would that be considered unserviceable?
This situation would be considered acceptable for the replacement of the AED(s). If both are at the same school, only one can be requested for replacement on Form B (regardless whether they are affixed or a mobile/floater). If in separate schools, each school could request their replacement on Form B. The district should maintain a record of continuous battery replacement and documentation by the manufacturer of their inability to service them any longer. Form C could be used if the second unserviceable AED is a high priority.
22. Is there anything that states there must be more than one AED in a school? Example: large high school or a school with more than one floor and may not be able to access within 3 minutes?
Based on nationally accredited heart health organizations, the desired standard is to start the use of an AED when a cardiac event occurs within three (3) minutes. Survival rates are best in these situations. While this is optimal, we understand larger schools are challenged by this goal. KDE has established a priority of funding in this RFP. First preference will be given to schools who have no AED present. Second, requests to replace an unserviceable or outdated device will be considered. Finally, schools desiring to add to their AED inventory will be assessed last. KDE recognizes that requests may exceed the available funding provided by the Kentucky Legislature. You may be able to obtain additional information from medical professional organizations to maximize the placement and coverage area within your facilities.
23. Can we ask for a spare AED on Form C to replace an AED if one of our AEDs is being serviced?
A district may submit its request for additional AEDs on Form C. Priority will be based on the number of applications received on Forms A & B and priority of all submissions on Form C as funds are available.
24. We got the information today on the AED RFA and it states you can apply for additional AED's.  Is it open to just apply to add additional AED's to your schools if you do not have any to replace and put in other locations within your schools?
Districts are encouraged to assess the operational status, placements, and offered activities when considering an application for this RFA. KDE has categorized funding to maximize potential impacts on available and functional devices. While we realize all requests may be unable to be fulfilled at this time based on the available resources, we encourage your participation in the RFA, Form C allows districts to request additional AEDs beyond a building not having one (Form A) or being replaced due to its age or being unserviceable (Form B). 
25. We have some devices that will turn 8 years old in March 2026. Would this qualify as an eligible device to replace?  
This would be an allowable use of the AED RFA funds if submitted on Form B. Keep in mind that only one (1) AED per school and district office may be submitted on Form B (regardless of whether they are mounted or mobile/floaters).
26. When do you need the serial number for the older AED that will be requested on Form B?
Upon receiving approval of the AED funds, procurement and grant implementation guidance from KDE, successful grantees should secure the older AED serial number. As part of the reporting requirements for KDE reimbursement, both the older and replacement AED serial number must be reported. Providing this information is contingent upon reimbursement. 
27. If our new school is scheduled to be open to faculty and staff in July and students in August, 2026, are we eligible to apply for this grant? And if so, should the size of the building warrant the need for 4 AED units, can we apply for four AED units (at $2,000 each) in one grant submission? 
If your school is scheduled for opening in August 2026, the district may apply for one (1) AED on Form A. Additional AED requests would be submitted on Form C. If submitting Form C, the ratio should list one existing AED along with the projected number of students/staff. Therefore, the district would need to submit the application cover page, Form A and Form C in this scenario.
28. Am I allowed to put more than 1 AED that is older than 8 years old on the form and request the grant for them?  We have several AED's in our District that are older than 8 years old and I would like to request funding for multiple AED's if I can.
[bookmark: _Int_XHa1yPrS]Districts may only request the replacement of one (1) AED per school and district office (regardless of whether it is mounted or mobile/floater). If desired, this would be done on Form B. There may be multiple schools listed on this form but only requesting one AED per site. Additional requests, per this example, would be prioritized and submitted on Form C.
29. On our AED report we are showing that we have 22 AEDs for our students and staff in our high school, but 10 of them are no longer serviceable.  In addition, there are 5 others that travel with coaches and not mainly on our campus. So the first question is do we deduct all the ones which expired this past December and second, are we handling the ones which travel with coaches correctly? 
AEDs older than eight (8) years and remain functional may still be used. It is highly suggested that each district work with your medical community and vendor to ensure dependability and accuracy. For this RFA, we have determined that the reasonable life of an AED is 8 years. While some may exceed this timeline and others may fall short of it, the date alone does not immediately disqualify their use. It is recommended that each of the older AEDs be regularly tested. Per the grant guidelines, only one (1) of the described AEDs would be eligible for replacement on Form B since all of them are at the high school, regardless of its mounted or mobile nature. If other AEDs are non-functional and the district would like to request replacements, these would need to be included on Form C, prioritizing from highest to lowest need. There is no limit to the number of requests on Form C. Any AED which is no longer in service would be considered and subtracted from the ratio number. All other functional AEDs, regardless of their age, would be included in the ratio.
It is suggested that districts consider a variety of criteria for determining placement of AEDs (e.g., size of building, number of students/staff, number of extra-curricular offerings/student participation, frequency and number of fieldtrips, location of AEDs regarding access to all schools). While we understand that it is necessary to have mobile (floater) AEDs for sports teams and extra-curricular activities, non-affixed AEDs may be more restricted in their immediate access than those affixed in a permanent location. Districts have the authority and flexibility to assess needs and determine the types and placement of AEDs throughout the schools and district. Only one AED per school/district office may be requested on Form B, regardless of its status, mounted or mobile.
30. We have a new soccer field and are in the process of building a concession stand/bathrooms.  We would like to put an AED in that building, but it does not fall under any of the Form A criteria.  Can you please advise?
If the current school campus already has at least one AED (either mounted or mobile/floater), your district could apply using Form C for the addition of an extra device, provided this facility will be in use for the 2026-27 school year.  Form A would only be used if there was not an AED available to service that specific school campus. It is the district’s decision to determine the ideal placement of AEDs to maximize their potential benefit.
 
