








Please note that inclusion of these sample tasks does not represent that this task is endorsed by or rejected by the Kentucky Department of Education. Inclusion 
of these tasks was for the sole purpose of allowing participants the opportunity to investigate the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing more 
closely.  All tasks were selected from https://tntp.org/student-work-library. 
 

Module 1: Section 1D: Unpacking Multidimensionality: Grade 8 Sample Tasks 
 

Participant Guide 
 

Student Work Sample Identified Targeted Reading and 

Writing Standards 

Degree of 

Alignment 

Rationale 

Sample Task 1:  

 

 

RL.8.1 CITE RELEVANT TEXTUAL EVIDENCE to 
support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.  
 
RL.8.2 Determine THEMES of a text, and 
analyze how they are developed through 
relationships of characters, setting and plot, 
citing textual evidence, paraphrasing or 
summarizing.  
 
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific WORD CHOICES on 
meaning and TONE, including but not limited 
to ANALOGIES or ALLUSIONS to other texts.  
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, flexibly use a 
variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., 
questioning, monitoring, visualizing, 
inferencing, summarizing, synthesizing, using 
prior knowledge, determining importance) to 
read, comprehend and analyze GRADE-LEVEL 
APPROPRIATE, COMPLEX LITERARY TEXTS 
independently and proficiently.  

 

 None/Weak 

 Partial 

 Strong 

 

 

 



Please note that inclusion of these sample tasks does not represent that this task is endorsed by or rejected by the Kentucky Department of Education. Inclusion 
of these tasks was for the sole purpose of allowing participants the opportunity to investigate the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing more 
closely.  All tasks were selected from https://tntp.org/student-work-library. 
 

Student Work Sample Identified Targeted Reading and 

Writing Standards 

Degree of 

Alignment 

Rationale 

Sample Task 2: 

 

 

 

RL.8.1 CITE RELEVANT TEXTUAL EVIDENCE to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 
RL.8.2 Determine THEMES of a text, and analyze 
how they are developed through relationships 
of characters, setting and plot, citing textual 
evidence, paraphrasing or summarizing.  
 
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific WORD CHOICES on 
meaning and TONE, including but not limited to 
ANALOGIES or ALLUSIONS to other texts.  
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, flexibly use a 
variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., 
questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, 
summarizing, synthesizing, using prior 
knowledge, determining importance) to read, 
comprehend and analyze GRADE-LEVEL 
APPROPRIATE, COMPLEX LITERARY TEXTS 
independently and proficiently. 

 None/Weak 

 Partial 

 Strong 

 

 

 



Please note that inclusion of these sample tasks does not represent that this task is endorsed by or rejected by the Kentucky Department of Education. Inclusion 
of these tasks was for the sole purpose of allowing participants the opportunity to investigate the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing more 
closely.  All tasks were selected from https://tntp.org/student-work-library. 
 

Module 1: Section 1D: Unpacking Multidimensionality: Grade 8 Sample Tasks 
 

Facilitator’s Guide 
 

Student Work Sample Identified Targeted Reading and 
Writing Standards 

Degree of 
Alignment 

Rationale 

Sample Task 1:  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Continued onto page 2.  

RL.8.1 CITE RELEVANT TEXTUAL EVIDENCE to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 
RL.8.2 Determine THEMES of a text, and analyze 
how they are developed through relationships 
of characters, setting and plot, citing textual 
evidence, paraphrasing or summarizing.  
 
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific WORD CHOICES on 
meaning and TONE, including but not limited to 
ANALOGIES or ALLUSIONS to other texts.  
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, flexibly use a 
variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., 
questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, 
summarizing, synthesizing, using prior 
knowledge, determining importance) to read, 
comprehend and analyze GRADE-LEVEL 
APPROPRIATE, COMPLEX LITERARY TEXTS 
independently and proficiently. 

 

 None/Weak 

 Partial 

 Strong 
 

Facilitator Notes 
 
Partial 
 
This assignment 
is partially 
aligned to the 
standards.  

 

Key Points to look/listen for and share: 
 
RL.8.1 While some questions require 
students to make inferences about the 
character and the basic narrative of the 
poem, the task does not capture the more 
critical part of this standard, which is citing 
relevant textual evidence to support these 
inferences. Thus, the task does not align to 
the depth and rigor of the required level of 
analysis in this standard. Additional 
multiple choice questions could be 
constructed with lines from the poem as 
the answer choices. This would allow 
students to “cite” relevant evidence to 
support analysis of the text.  
 
RL.8.2 The final question asks students to 
choose a theme statement from among 
several provided choices, but students do 
not have the opportunity to analyze how 
the theme is developed through 
relationships of characters, setting and 
plot. Students also are not asked to use 
textual evidence to support the 
determination and analysis of the theme. 
As a result, this task does not meet the 



Please note that inclusion of these sample tasks does not represent that this task is endorsed by or rejected by the Kentucky Department of Education. Inclusion 
of these tasks was for the sole purpose of allowing participants the opportunity to investigate the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing more 
closely.  All tasks were selected from https://tntp.org/student-work-library. 
 

Student Work Sample Identified Targeted Reading and 
Writing Standards 

Degree of 
Alignment 

Rationale 

 

depth and rigor of the comprehension and 
analysis required in the standard.  
 
RL.8.4 Several questions call attention to 
specific words and phrases within the text. 
The first question, for example, asks 
students to identify the literary device 
exemplified by the lines “fleet foot” and 
“townsman of a stiller town” (alliteration). 
These questions mostly represent isolated 
practice with identifying a literary device or 
deciphering a specific phrase, so they do 
not work to build students’ understanding 
of the impact of words on meaning and 
tone in the poem. Again, beyond 
identifying specific literary devices, 
students do not have to demonstrate an 
understanding of the poem’s tone and 
meaning. Thus, the task does not align to 
the level of analysis required in the 
standard. 
 
RL.8.10 The assignment allows students to 
engage with a worthwhile, grade-
appropriate text. Students are reading 
independently and have freedom to apply 
comprehension strategies (if learned and 
practiced) as needed. The text exhibits 
exceptional literary craft, using imagery, 
metaphor and irony to develop a complex 
theme and create an intended meaning 
and tone.  



Please note that inclusion of these sample tasks does not represent that this task is endorsed by or rejected by the Kentucky Department of Education. Inclusion 
of these tasks was for the sole purpose of allowing participants the opportunity to investigate the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing more 
closely.  All tasks were selected from https://tntp.org/student-work-library. 
 

Student Work Sample Identified Targeted Reading and 
Writing Standards 

Degree of 
Alignment 

Rationale 

The problem, however, is that the task 
does not require students to analyze the 
poem deeply, and there is no expectation 
that students draw on specific details and 
language to support their responses.  

Sample Task 2: 

 

RL.8.1 CITE RELEVANT TEXTUAL EVIDENCE to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 
RL.8.2 Determine THEMES of a text, and analyze 
how they are developed through relationships 
of characters, setting and plot, citing textual 
evidence, paraphrasing or summarizing.  
 
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific WORD CHOICES on 
meaning and TONE, including but not limited to 
ANALOGIES or ALLUSIONS to other texts.  
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, flexibly use a 
variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., 
questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, 
summarizing, synthesizing, using prior 
knowledge, determining importance) to read, 
comprehend and analyze GRADE-LEVEL 
APPROPRIATE, COMPLEX LITERARY TEXTS 
independently and proficiently. 

 

 None/Weak 

 Partial 

 Strong 
 

Facilitator Notes:  
 
Strong 
 
This assignment 
is strongly 
aligned to the 
standards. 
 

 

Key Points to look/listen for and share: 
 
RL.8.1 The task directions require students 
to cite textual evidence, including specific 
language from the poem, to support their 
responses to each question. The questions 
also demand an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly and implicitly. Students must 
read carefully and focus on key ideas and 
details.  
 
RL.8.2 The final question asks students to 
determine a theme based on a theme topic 
of “fame and glory”. It also asks students to 
analyze how the author advances the 
theme. The alignment would be stronger if 
the question asked students to analyze how 
the author advances the theme through 
relationships of characters, setting and 
plot. The task directions require students to 
cite evidence from the text in the response 
as well. 
 
RL.8.4 Question 4 and 5 direct students to 
analyze the impact of word choices on 
meaning or tone. Question 6 also helps 
students unpack the author’s purpose for 
and effectiveness of figurative language.  



Please note that inclusion of these sample tasks does not represent that this task is endorsed by or rejected by the Kentucky Department of Education. Inclusion 
of these tasks was for the sole purpose of allowing participants the opportunity to investigate the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing more 
closely.  All tasks were selected from https://tntp.org/student-work-library. 
 

Student Work Sample Identified Targeted Reading and 
Writing Standards 

Degree of 
Alignment 

Rationale 

 

 

 
RL.8.10 The assignment allows students to 
engage with a worthwhile, grade-
appropriate text. Students are reading and 
analyzing independently and have freedom 
to apply comprehension strategies (if 
learned and practiced) as needed. The text 
exhibits exceptional literary craft, using 
imagery, metaphor and irony to develop a 
complex theme and create an intended 
meaning and tone. The questions require 
students to examine and explain specific 
stanzas, word choice and literary devices. 
They also allow students to articulate their 
ideas about the text in writing with specific, 
relevant references from the poem.  
 
NOTE: Both multiple choice questions and 
short answer questions can be crafted with 
weak or strong alignment. The point of the 
included grade 8 sample tasks is to 
illustrate that the construction of any task 
must be purposeful and intentional in order 
to allow students to experience the full 
depth and rigor highlighted by the 
multidimensionality in the standards. In 
this case, the purposeful construction of 
the short answer questions in sample task 2 
allowed students to engage in analysis, 
explain their thinking by writing about text, 
and cite relevant evidence to support their 
analysis of the text. 
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