
How to Read an EdReports Review  

EdReports reviewers use review tools to create free, evidence-rich reports available on 

Edreports.org. These reports are developed to provide educators, stakeholders, and 

leaders with independent, evidence-rich information about the quality of instructional 

resources from those who will be using them in classrooms. Expert educators use 

EdReports’ tools to evaluate full sets of instructional resources against criteria. The tools 

are built from the experience of educators, curriculum experts, and leading rubric 

developers and organizations that have conducted reviews of instructional materials, 

lessons, and tasks. EdReports’ Review Criteria for year-long comprehensive programs 

has three major gateways to guide the evaluation process. Reviewers apply the three 

gateways sequentially to ensure EdReports reports convey to the field the extent to 

which resources are standards aligned and usable by educators. Those resources that 

meet or partially meet the expectations for Gateway 1 will move to Gateway 2. Only 

those materials that meet the expectations for both Gateway 1 and Gateway 2 

(Alignment Indicators) will move to Gateway 3 (Usability Indicators).  

  

Gateways  

The EdReports’ process results in review tools that are designed to evaluate the quality 

and alignment of comprehensive, year-long programs to ensure teachers have the 

resources necessary to meet student needs without having to find supplemental 

resources on their own. 

Reading and writing 

resources that are 

reviewed by EdReports 

are evaluated based on 

three Gateways - 

Gateway 1: Standards 

Alignment, Gateway 2: 

Building Knowledge, and 

Gateway 3: Usability. 

These Gateways serve as 

the organizing feature of 

the review tool that 

combines criteria and 

prioritizes order for 

sequential review.   

  

Indicators and Criterion  

Within each Gateway, there are indicators, or specific standards-aligned items, that 

reviewers look for in resources. Reviewers use guiding questions and evidence to score 

indicators within each set of criteria that make up a Gateway. The collection of indicators 
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within a single focus area is called a criterion, which identify markers of high-quality 

instructional resources. Each criterion is rated based on the totals of the indicators 

within it.   

  

Scoring   

Total scores from each criterion are used to determine a resource’s progression through 

the Gateways. If resources meet or partially meet the requirements indicated in 

Gateway 1, they go on to be reviewed through Gateway 2. Resources that do not meet 

the requirements identified in Gateway 1 are NOT reviewed through Gateway 2, nor 

Gateway 3. The final review report includes an overall rating as well as information 

highlighting the program’s overall strengths and weaknesses found by the review team.  

Scores from the rubric can result in one of three outcomes - Meets (Green), Partially 

Meets (Yellow), and Does Not Meet (Red). These designations help educators 

determine the strength and quality of the resources that were reviewed.  

  

Reading a Report  

Reports for all reviewed resources 

are available on the EdReports 

website and provide detailed 

information review teams can use to 

determine if a set of resources will 

meet the needs of students within a 

local school or district. Each report 

begins with a brief summary that 

provides a snapshot of the 

resource’s characteristics and the 

numerical ratings for each of the 

three Gateways.   

  

The remainder of the report includes ratings and detailed summaries for each gateway, 

criterion, and individual indicators. Each section includes the numerical rating assigned 

by the EdReports review teams and narrative summaries that detail specific examples 

of how specific characteristics appear in the resource. Review team members can click 

through each indicator to get a deeper understanding of how a resource addresses the 

local priorities. Reports should be used in conjunction with the other resources 

suggested in the Consumer Guide, like the Equity Lenses, to help ensure that the 

instructional resources are research-based, comprehensive, and culturally relevant, free 

from bias and accessible for all students.   

  

  

https://www.education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Equity_Lenses.pdf
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