
 

 

 

Kentucky Minimum Requirements for High School Graduation 

   
704 KAR 3:305 establishes the minimum requirements for high school graduation for Kentucky public schools. 

To receive a high school diploma, each student in a public school must earn a minimum of 22 credits for high school graduation. 

• 10 foundational credits - aligned to the content contained in the Kentucky Academic Standards 

• 12 personalized credits - aligned to the content contained in the Kentucky Academic Standards and the student's Individual Learning Plan (ILP) 

 English Math Social Studies Science Additional Requirements 

Foundational 

Credits 

• English I  

• English II 

• Algebra I  

• Geometry 

• Social Studies credit 

• Social Studies credit  

• Science - lab-based credit  

• Science - lab-based credit  

• Health - half credit 

• Physical education - half credit 

• Visual/Performing Arts - one credit  

• Civics Literacy requirement* 

• Demonstration of performance-

based competency in technology 

• Elective credit - Financial Literacy** 

• Elective credit 

• Elective credit 

• Elective credit 

• Elective credit 

• Elective credit 

Personalized 

Credits 

• English credit 

• English credit  

 

 

• Math credit 

• Math credit  

 

 

• Social Studies credit 

 

• Science credit  

 

 

*House Bill (HB) 535 (2024) amended KRS 158.141 to require, beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2025- 2026 academic year, the successful completion of a one-half (1/2) credit course in civic literacy or a 

civics test in order to graduate with a regular diploma from a Kentucky public high school.  

**HB 342 (2025) amended KRS 158.1411 to require, beginning with students entering grade 9 on or after July 1, 2025, successful completion of a one-credit course in financial literacy. Students who entered grade 9 prior 

to June 30, 2025, are not required to complete a full credit elective course but must successfully complete one or more courses or programs that meet the Kentucky Academic Standards for Financial Literacy.

Resources: 

• Advanced Coursework  

• Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

• Civic Literacy Requirement Guidance Document 

• Dual Credit 

• Early Graduation Program  

• Financial Literacy Elective Course Code Guidance Document  

 

 
 

• Individual Learning Plan (ILP) 

• Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS)  

• Minimum High School Graduation Requirements Webpage and FAQ 

• Performance-Based Credit 

• Postsecondary Readiness  

• Searchable State Course Code Database  
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