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9th & 10th Grade Reading and Writing Assignment
[image: This is a grading rubric for a ninth-grade group project in which students generate descriptive words and complete an artistic drawing depicting an effective leader.  Points are also given to the group on their presentation of the project to the class.  The rubric has not been scored.]This assignment is weakly aligned to the standards.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][image: After being given the assignment of depicting a leader, one group generated this poster. This image is a student-generated illustration of Marilyn Monroe and students used descriptive words (with spelling errors) such as "role model," "inspiring," "beautiful," "smart," and "most respected" to describe their leader.][image: After being given the assignment of depicting a leader, one group generated this poster.  It is a student-generated illustration of Savage and students used descriptive words such as "new beginnings," "fear nothing," "financially secure," and "positive lyrics" to describe their leader.]

OVERVIEW
Ninth-grade students work in small groups to create a poster about what makes an effective leader. The poster includes a picture and some descriptive words for a leader, which groups of students present to the class. There is no associated text, so students create this poster based on their personal experiences and opinions rather than grounding their work in information learned from reading.
RELATED STANDARDS
C.9-10.1: Compose arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Students are asked to make a claim of sorts in depicting “what makes a leader.” But there is no expectation of writing an argument, drawing on texts, or including relevant supporting evidence for the claim.
RL.9-10.1: Cite relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Students are not using textual evidence and the task is not text-dependent, so all of the work is based upon opinion.
WHY IS THIS ASSIGNMENT WEAKLY ALIGNED?
Students don’t need to read anything. They use their personal ideas and experiences to create a poster on the broad topic of “what makes a leader.”
Students don’t need to write to complete the assignment. Students draw a picture of a leader and write down words that describe a leader, but they don’t engage in the more substantive, analytical writing required by ninth-grade standards.
It doesn’t build students’ knowledge and doesn’t let them practice ninth-grade reading or writing skills. There’s no connection between the assignment and the grade-level standards.
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Leader Poster Rubric

Group members:

Your poster must have the following elements:
Completed Depiction of a Leader

This is not being judged on artistic ability, but rather on how much effort your group
puts into the drawing.

10 points (x2):

Descriptive words
Your group must have 10 words that describe the leader you have depicted.

5 points (2):

Participation

In order to have full credit for this element, all group members’ names must be on the
poster, and the teacher must place a check mark next to each name.

5 points (x2):

Presentation

Your group wil discuss what you depicted with the rest of the class and explain why

you depicted your leader this way.

10 points:

Comments:

Total grade: out of 50
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