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8th Grade Reading and Writing Assignment
[image: This image is of an eighth-grade appropriate poem by A.E. Housman titled, "To An Athlete Dying Young."]This assignment is strongly aligned to the standards.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][image: After reading the text, "To An Athlete Dying Young," eighth-grade students are asked to respond to specific questions, citing evidence from the text in their responses.  This is page one of the assignment.  In this example, the student includes thorough, evidence-based responses to four questions.] [image: After reading the text, "To An Athlete Dying Young," eighth-grade students are asked to respond to specific questions, citing evidence from the text in their responses.  This is page two of the assignment.  In this example, the student includes thorough, evidence-based responses to four questions.]




OVERVIEW
Eighth-grade students read “To an Athlete Dying Young,” a poem by A.E. Housman. The text is grade-appropriate and worthwhile, and introduces students to complex literary elements, such as the use of imagery and metaphor. The questions are purposefully sequenced to build students’ understanding, beginning with basic comprehension (e.g., “Who is the speaker addressing? What do we know about this person?”) and moving ultimately to deeper meaning (“What theme does the poem develop about fame and glory?”). Students are expected to support their responses with evidence from the text.

ABOUT THE TEXT

	Title and Author
	“To an Athlete Dying Young” by A.E. Housman

	What is the Lexile Level of this text?
	As a “non-prose” (NP) text, the poem does not have a Lexile Level.

	Based on Lexile, which grades is this text intended for?
	N/A

	Is the text qualitatively complex enough for the grade?
	Yes

	Is this text fiction or non-fiction?
	N/A (poetry)

	Is this text authentic or was it written for educational purposes?
	Authentic

	Does the text provide sufficient detail to build knowledge of a worthwhile topic and/or is it worth reading closely and re-reading?
	Yes



RELATED STANDARDS
RL.8.1: Cite relevant textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. Task directions require students to cite textual evidence, including specific language from the poem, to support their responses to each question.
RL.8.2: Determine themes of a text, and analyze how they are developed through relationships of characters, setting and plot, citing textual evidence, paraphrasing or summarizing.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. The final question asks students to describe the theme, as well as to analyze how the poet develops it throughout the text. The sequence of questions progressively builds to this cumulative understanding of theme/central idea in the poem.
RL.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including but not limited to analogies or allusions to other texts.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. Several questions (question 4, for example) direct students to analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning and tone. Questions (question 6, for example) also help students unpack the author’s use of figurative language.
RL.8.10: By the end of the year, flexibly use a variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, summarizing, synthesizing, using prior knowledge, determining importance) to read, comprehend, and analyze grade-level appropriate, complex literary texts independently and proficiently.
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard.  Questions 1-3 require students to demonstrate comprehension and inferencing.  
L.8.5: Students have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of figurative language in context of a grade appropriate text. 
The assignment is strongly aligned to this standard. Students interpret imagery in question 3, tone in question 4, and metaphor in question 6.
WHY IS THIS ASSIGNMENT STRONGLY ALIGNED?

The assignment allows students to engage with a worthwhile, complex poem. The text exhibits exceptional literary craft, using imagery, metaphor, and irony to develop a theme about the fleeting nature of fame and glory.
The questions require students to read carefully and focus on key details. Students are required to examine and explain specific stanzas, word choice, and literary devices.
The questions allow students to articulate their ideas about the text in writing. Students are required to support those ideas with specific, relevant details from the poem.
Students practice formal, academic writing. In their written responses, students are expected to demonstrate command of language conventions.
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To an Athlete Dying Young
by AL E. Housman (1855-1936)

The time you won your town the race

We chaired you through the market-place;
Man and boy stood cheering by,

And home we brought you shouider-high

‘To-day, the road all runners come,
Shoulder-high we bring you home,
And set you at your threshold down,
Townsiman of a stler town.

Smart lad, o slip befimes away
From fields were glory does not stay
And eatly though the laurel grows
Hwithers quicker than the rose.

Eyes the shady night has shut
Gannot see the record cut,

And silence sounds no worse than cheers.
Ater earth has stopped the ears:

Now you will not swel the rout
Of lads that wore their honours out,
Runners whom renown oufran

And the name died before the man,

So set, before its echoes fade,
‘The fleet foot on the sill of shad
And hold to the low lintel up.

‘The stil-defended challenge-cup.

And round that early-laurelled head
Wil flock to gaze the strengthless dead,
And find unwithered on ts curls
‘The garland briefer than a gir's.




image2.png
“1o an Atete Dying Young” Quesfions

Answer 5061 o h cuesons b, eeg bk o o poam andre<wacing corehly G You . I
e o 1o g et pasage. pases. o wds 1 cach o Your [0oses

1. T omcker o o poem oddreses ‘Yo Pioughout e paerm. Who  he spester cddering? Wha!
85w oot s peient

1o iathe nusmeon [afhQOE . (o knashe was & stne
annets. uSo naciused n@laﬁ pradan o Wo (et
mQu-hn&nf toan Y
O“ Mmmw ,/uma:i;b
mﬂuumm‘ (g bocamet \«fu‘m and
don* uumwbewqmm
o hum & "yow e “gmark fad " w;ﬂmm«
Ko Wia 08 1 80 died , 0 ho o
ond i bhic 06 an ulk;:ﬁ;‘ wwm
wndanginido

el g

Jourmar., thiks ha dud o

Www% %m%umu |

q Hha
i, P Pt




image3.png




image4.jpg




