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6th Grade Reading and Writing Assignment
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Overview
Sixth-grade students read a short fiction story about a conflict among students and then answer multiple-choice questions about the text. The assignment is weak because the text is significantly below grade level and does not build meaningful content or cultural knowledge for students. In addition, most of the questions do not require close reading or evidence-based responses. 

ABOUT THE TEXT 
 
	Title and Author 
	“Trouble at School?” 

	What is the Lexile Level of this text? 
	600-700L

	Based on Lexile, which grades is this text intended for? 
	2-3

	Is the text qualitatively complex enough for the grade? 
	No

	Is this text fiction or non-fiction? 
	Fiction 

	Is this text authentic or was it written for educational purposes? 
	Written for educational purposes

	Does the text provide sufficient detail to build knowledge of a worthwhile topic and/or is it worth reading closely and re-reading? 
	No



Related Standards
RL6.3: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes and determine how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Questions 4 and 7 draw some connections between the characters and story’s plot. However, given the low complexity of the text for 6th graders, students do not have opportunity to meet the intent of this standard.
RL.6.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Most questions (1, 2, 5 and 6) focus on the meanings of words within the text, but low text complexity means generally low-level, non-academic words for 6th grade. In addition, questions do not ask about the impact of word choice on text meaning and tone, which is an important part of this standard.
RL.6.6: Explain how an author develops the perspective of the narrator or speaker in a text.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Questions 4 and 7 are superficially aligned to this standard; while they relate to the narrator’s position/perspective in the story, they are simplistic and the text itself is not complex enough to demand analysis of how the author develops this character’s point of view.
RL.6.10: By the end of the year, flexibly use a variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, summarizing, synthesizing, using prior knowledge, determining importance) to read, comprehend, and analyze grade-level appropriate, complex literary texts independently and proficiently.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. The assignment does not use a complex text so students are not able to practice a variety of comprehension skills or analyze text independently. Additionally, students are not asked to demonstrate deep understanding of the information and ideas in the texts.
L.6.4.A: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. If students do not know the meaning of the words in questions 1, 2 and 5, then they have an opportunity to use context as a clue to determine an appropriate definition or synonym. However, because the vocabulary is generally low-level for 6th grade, students have minimal opportunity to meet the demands of this standard.
L.6.5.A: Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Question 6 asks students to categorize the figure of speech, but the standard requires that students can interpret figures of speech.

Why is this assignment weakly aligned?
It doesn’t use a worthwhile, grade-level text. This text doesn’t build knowledge and does not approach the skillful craft and literary merit we would hope to see in sixth grade. While students might have a personal connection to the characters or events, they are unlikely to gain new knowledge or build new vocabulary from reading the text.
The questions asked do not align to the sixth-grade reading standards. In sixth grade, students are expected to engage in deep analysis of a worthwhile text. In this assignment, they are only asked to define words and perform basic recall-and-restatement of events from the text.
The questions asked do not align to the sixth-grade language standards. While some questions allow students to use context to determine the meaning of vocabulary words (L.6.4A), the words themselves are too low-level and likely don’t require close reading. One question covers figurative language (L.6.5A), but it asks students to label the type of figurative language, rather than asking them to interpret the language in context. 
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1. Another word for *vied" in Paragraph 1 would bo
a. Stopped
b Discussed
Competed
Failod

2.In paragraph 2, a synonym for “fiasco” would be
. Debacle

Tragedy
‘Embarrassment,
. Punishment.

3.In the last sentence of paragraph 5, what part of speech are the words “so” and.

o Adective
a Adverh

4. We would all €0 see the new Star Wars movie tonight at the Majestic Theater.
st the bays, fust like old times I couldn't wat.

‘These lines from paragraph 8 suggest that the speaker
a 1sa very dedicated Star Wars fan
Goes to the movies all the time
Misses hanging out with just his guys friends
d. Strongly dislikes Anthony's girlfviend Sara

5. Another word for *1ivid” in paragraph 9 would be
a Excited
Angry
Ploased
@

6 Jn paragraph 12, *the flght of the century” s an example of
simile

Euphemism
©. Persontfication
d. Hyperbole

7. The speaker s a Koy player in the disagreoment botwoen Sara and Anthony

He convinces ADthony to o against Sara's wishes.
‘Sara doesn't want Anthony hanging out with him.

©. Ho ls the reason Sara and Anthony broak up,

4. He brings the dlsagreement to the principals attantion.
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Trouble at Schoal

Sara and Anthony were in big trouble with their teacher. They were ina.
huge fight that involved al of their frlends - and the class had come to a stop as
‘everyono vied to tell the teacher their vorsion of the story. Finally, the teacher
threw up her hands and said, “That's it. You two, 0 to the principal.™

Now Anthony and Sara are waiting outside the principals office, waiting
for the verdiot. They're still not speaking, which s kind of funny to me. I'm Just
bystandar to the wholo 1asoo, and stnce 5o 0no is asking me for my opinion, I'm.
not gving .

It all started as no big deal. Anthony told me that his girlfriend, Sars,
‘ouldn't come to the movie tonight. Her coustn Sam was coming to difiner with
his family. Anthony's boen 50 focused on Sara recently, that 1 barely get o ses
my best friend any more.

8o said, “Jake, why don't you and I g0 out togsther tonight? We oan see
the new movie coming out. Since Sara has a family dinner Lonight, we can g0 out.
Just the boys. I call Derek, Jarmes, and Chris. You can call Ben, Ernesto, and
‘Sam. IV be just Iike the old days!”

“Sounds like a great time,” Anthony replied, “but I promised Sara that we'd
0 see that movie togother. [ dont want to make her mad.”

“No worries. 1 heard that 1's 5o great, you'll want to go back and see it
‘again with her,” I said.

“T don't think she'l ke that,” Anthony remarked. “She really Liks to
‘remember who she was with when she first eos a big movie.”

“Well, i1l ba hor fist time seelng 1t with you,” I responded. lowly but
surely, I persuaded Anthony. It was settled. Wo would all €0 see the niew Star
‘Wars movie tonight at the Majestio Theater. dust the boys, just like old times. T
couldn't walt.

1never oxpeotad the disaster that awaited us there. After a great movie,

great snacks, and great all-around imes with the boys, the lights came up - and
i ol we Dt o it aale it Bara. S was it per Sousins. Ani she
was livid.

“Anthony?” she exclaimed ineredulously. “What are you dofng here? You
told me you were staying home tonight.”

“What aro you doing hore?” Anthony replied. “You said you wanted o see
the movie with me.

‘Well, that started the fight of the century. The two of them started yelling
a sach other in the aisle, and it continued right into the next school day.

5ara. got all her friends involved, and they were so dramatic. Whispering,
‘passing notes, saying Anthony was  terrible boyfriand. It was all too much.
Finally, it was such a distraction that Mr. Whipple decided they should be off to
the prifeipalsoffce. Allbeoauseof going 10  moviel That's s fr you. Thank
goodness I don't have  girifriend]
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