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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]6th Grade Reading and Writing Assignment
This assignment is partially aligned to the standards.
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After reading an article, the student is asked to choose which statement best summarizes the article.  The student explains their answer and then selects which paragraph contains the key point. ]
OVERVIEW
Sixth-grade students read an article about the Zika virus, then answer two multiple-choice questions about the text and explain why they chose their answers. The assignment is partially aligned to the standards because the text is appropriate for sixth grade, but the accompanying questions are not: students are not required to cite specific details and evidence from the text in their responses.
ABOUT THE TEXT

	Title and Author
	“What Exactly Is Zika Virus – and Should We Be Worried?” by Amy Capetta

	What is the Lexile Level of this text?
	1100-1200L

	Based on Lexile, which grades is this text intended for?
	6-8

	Is the text qualitatively complex enough for the grade?
	Yes

	Is this text fiction or non-fiction?
	Non-Fiction

	Is this text authentic or was it written for educational purposes?
	Authentic

	Does the text provide sufficient detail to build knowledge of a worthwhile topic and/or is it worth reading closely and re-reading?
	Yes



RELATED STANDARDS
RI.6.2: Analyze how the central ideas are reflected in a text by citing particular details and/or providing an objective summary.
The assignment is partially aligned to this standard. In the first question, students are asked to select a summary  from among multiple-choice options and then explain why they chose that answer. But there is no expectation of referring back to key details in the text, nor of including evidence beyond a brief personal rationale.  In the second question, the assignment moves toward the central idea of one paragraph in the article, but the question could be stronger by explicitly aligning to the language of the standard.  In actuality, the  second question could also be more closely aligned with RI.6.5: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.

RI.6.5: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. Students are asked to select from among multiple-choice options what the significance of paragraph 10 is and to explain why they chose that answer. Though the question superficially reflects this standard, students do not have the opportunity to engage in the more extensive, text-based analysis suggested here.

RI.6.10: By the end of the year, flexibly use a variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, summarizing, synthesizing, using prior knowledge, determining importance) to read, comprehend and analyze grade-level appropriate, complex informational texts independently and proficiently.
The text chosen for this assignment is strongly aligned to this standard because it contains the quantitative and qualitative attributes which are grade-level appropriate for sixth graders. The questions, however, do not meet the depth or complexity of this standard.

WHY IS THIS ASSIGNMENT PARTIALLY ALIGNED?
This assignment is partially aligned because the text is strong, but most of the questions are not:
The text is grade-appropriate. The task is based on a real magazine article about the Zika virus. It is appropriately challenging in terms of structure, vocabulary, and meaning, and builds students’ knowledge of an important public health topic. This text would be particularly strong if it were part of a larger text set connected to a common topic (e.g., viruses or healthcare around the world).
The accompanying questions do not require grade-level analysis. While multiple-choice questions are not necessarily problematic, these particular questions don’t focus students on the level of analysis required by the standards (RI.6.2 and RI.6.5). The questions require students to practice extracting the central  idea—an important but simplistic skill for sixth grade—instead of helping students make sense of challenging structures and ideas in order to build understanding of the content.
Students are not required to cite details and evidence from the text—a critical component of the sixth-grade standards. Though students are asked to explain why they chose each answer, there is only space for a brief surface-level explanation. The assignment would be stronger if students were expected to cite specific evidence from the text in their responses.
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Practice Summary & Main Idea Questions

1. Which o the cholces below summarizes the aticl best?

2. The WHO has reported that many peaple are contracting the Zika virus, and that
there s no cure. People should no ravelto heavly affectd areas, because this
could further encourage thespread ofthedisease
2k s a deadly disease, and people,pregnant women n particuar, should be
very alarmed about s spread. The WHO recommends that allpeople take.
precautions o prevent mosquio bites.

. According t the WHO, Zka s present inthe United States, but s not s deadly
s many people asume. Pregnant women and people wha travel t areas with
igh Ik nfection are mest a sk There's currenty o curefor the isease.

. 20k s spreacing sowly and steacil through the US, because mosauitos pass on
the disease. Pregaant women and bables are mst at ik f they contract the
disease There i curent, ongoing research about a possile cure, sinca many.
people diefthey contract Zka

Explin youranewer, {chose etter_D__ becouse:

r3ph 101s ey to this article because t
reassuresreaders that n many case, the 2ia vius I not dead toa person
who contracts .

b, ensures that readers wil know what todo f thy get bit by a mosauito ina
highly Zka-affected rea

. discusses the places that travelersshould consider oft-imits whilethe Zika virus
is sctve,

. Makes clear the seveity and deadinessof the disease caused by the Zika virs.

Explain your answer, | chose letter O _ because:

It says mmhu\ ‘an‘ve ace okay
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