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2nd Grade Reading & Writing Assignment
[image: ]This assignment is weakly aligned to the standards.
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Second-grade students read a short text, then respond to three selected-response questions and two short answer questions. The text is not adequately complex or worthwhile. Students are asked text-dependent questions, but they do not have the opportunity to demonstrate an understanding of the main idea and key details in the text.
About the Text

	Title and Author
	"The Important Day" 

	What is the Lexile Level of this text?
	500L

	Based on Lexile, which grades is this text intended for?
	2-3

	Is the text qualitatively complex enough for the grade?
	No

	Is this text fiction or non-fiction?
	Fiction

	Is this text authentic or was it written for educational purposes?
	Written for educational purposes

	Does the text provide sufficient detail to build knowledge of a worthwhile topic and/or is it worth reading closely and re-reading?
	No



Related Standards
RL.2.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why and how, and make and support logical inferences to construct meaning from the text.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. The assignment does not allow students to construct meaning from the text. The questions require only simple recall of information and do not require students to make inferences.
RL.2.10: By the end of the year, flexibly use a variety of comprehension strategies (i.e., questioning, monitoring, visualizing, inferencing, summarizing, using prior knowledge, determining importance) to read,
comprehend and analyze grade-level appropriate, complex literary texts independently and proficiently.
The assignment is weakly aligned to this standard. The assignment does not use a complex text so students are not able to practice a variety of comprehension skills or analyze text independently. The text is not adequately complex for second grade or worthy of student time and attention. Additionally, students are not asked to demonstrate deep understanding of the information and ideas in the text.

Why is this assignment weakly aligned?
The text does not build students’ knowledge of a topic or cultural competence. It was commissioned for educational purposes and explores an experience common to second grade readers. It contains simple sentence structures, familiar and conversational language, and one level of meaning. It is not worthy of students’ time and attention because it does not warrant reading and re-reading.
The assignment does not allow students to demonstrate understanding of the main idea of the text or key details. The questions require only simple recall of information and do not require students to demonstrate deep understanding.
The assignment does not require students to read with purpose. Students are not required to read carefully in order to answer the questions using evidence from the text.
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The Important Day

Jana was nervous when she woke up on Monday. Today was an important day. It was her
First day at her new school, Willman Elementary. Her family had moved to a new fown in
the middle of the schoal year, and Jana wasn't oo happy about if.

“Good morning, Janal” Mam exclaimed, opering the door of her bedroom. *Ready o got”

Jana wasn't ready. She couldn't decide what to wear, how o do her hair, or what fo pack
in her backpack. "No," she mumbled. *All T can think about is being the new kid. I wen't
Know any of the sfuff they're working on. I won't have anyone to talk o at lunch.

“I¥ll be okay, sweetheart. Everyone’s the new person some time, right?”

With her mother's help, Jana was socn ready = pink sweafshirt, jeans, hair in neat braids.
They piled into the car and drove fo the school. Mom walked her info the front lobby. "OFF
You o Mam said softly, with an encouraging nod. “You'l be Just fine, Jana.”

Jana walked down the hall. She found Room 205 and walked in.

“Well, hello! You must be Jana.” Her teacher, Ms. Scott, beamed down at her, extending a
welcoming hand. She led Jana fo her desk. The desk held her crisp, new books and a
welcome card signed by Ms. Scott and the rest of the class.

Ms. Scott started the day by having everyone say hello fo Jana. Each student fold her his
or her name and one interesting thing about themselves. A lot of the kids smiled af her.

After the morning announcements, Ms. Scoft said it was fime for math. She fold the
Students fo open thelr workbooks o page 95. Jana was relieved to see that fhis was fhe
same math concept she was learing at her old school. Maybe she wouldn't be lost after
all

“Psssst, came a sudden whisper from behind Jana. She furned around. "Ms. Scott s really
nice. You'l like her," confided Samia, the girl sitting behind Jana.

Jana nodded. “Thanks," she whispered back. She turned around and fook out her pencil. A
small smile started across her face. Maybe this new school wouldn't be 5o bad after all.
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