























Similar To/Different From

Help students understand the shades of meaning words can have by explaining (or ask-
ing students to explain once they know the definition) how a word is similar to and
different from the new vocabulary word. For these purposes, choose a similar word and
intentionally describe the similarities and differences. (For example, “Serene is similar
to quiet because serene things are always quiet, but quiet things aren’t always serene. You
could be quiet and tense or worried or angry and some people feel serene even if there’s
noise around them.”)

In many cases, the discussion of the relationship between these two words is the
perfect time to highlight the differing degrees of the meaning of words. For example, a
person who is feeling glum is not experiencing as strong an emotion as someone who
is feeling sorrowful. If you opt to use similar words to support the rollout of your vocab
word of choice, consider the following:

» Thesimilar word should be a word that students are already familiar with, but ideally
one with depth and rigor.

e 'The two words may share a definition at the most basic level (for example, gaze and
glance are both types of looks).

e 'Thesimilar word may have the same basic meaning but differ in degree (for example,
glum is not as strong as dejected).

e Plan how to clearly articulate what the two words have in common, but also why
they should not be used interchangeably (the more concisely you can explain this,
the better).

o Ideally, the similar word will be the same part of speech as your vocabulary word.

Carefully describing a new vocabulary word with the four parameters of use helps
students begin to grasp and understanding new words deeply —and, ideally, develop a
passion for learning them.
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