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Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) for Social Studies 

Instructional Resources Alignment Rubric



Rationale
[bookmark: _Int_F4hNgrJd]Curriculum design and review is a continuous process. Flexibility when determining the detail of the design and shape of the curriculum is given to each district in Kentucky so the teaching and learning is meaningful and beneficial to the particular communities of learners. The design of each district/school’s curriculum allows teachers to make interpretations in response to the particular needs, interests and talents of individuals and groups of students. While Kentucky’s academic standards define the minimum content that must be taught, it is not a regimented curriculum. 

In Kentucky, traditionally, districts have created a range of curriculum resources and components, ranging from pacing guides and maps to very detailed plans outlining specific instructional resources (books, articles, manipulatives) as well as specific common assessments for units and courses. 

While the standards do define the content (or the WHAT), they do not prescribe HOW to teach or assess them. Instead, that is the function of the curriculum. Likewise, the published Kentucky Academic Standards define the WHAT. Local districts need to define the HOW.

Since the standards are incorporated into state regulation, all standards must be addressed in an aligned curriculum. 

Selecting high quality instructional resources to support implementation of a locally developed curriculum is a key component of the Curriculum Development Process. Curriculum teams should use their instructional vision developed in Phase 2 of the Curriculum Development Process as their guide for identifying, evaluating and selecting the high-quality instructional resources (HQIR). The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) defines High-Quality Instructional Resources (HQIRs) as materials that are: 
· Aligned with the Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS); 
· Research-based and/or externally validated; 
· Comprehensive to include engaging texts (books, multimedia, etc.), tasks and assessments; 
· Based on fostering vibrant student learning experiences; and
· Accessible for all students. 

Due to the limited market for HQIR in Social Studies, it is unlikely that a single HQIR will be sufficient to cover the depth and breadth of the Kentucky Academic Standards for Social Studies. As such, it is recommended that districts identify potential resources from reputable sources and review each for quality before considering them for inclusion in the local curriculum document. 
Characteristics of High-Quality Social Studies Instructional Resources  
An effective instructional vision for social studies must account for elements specific to the KAS and to a local context. To identify and be aligned with what is unique in the Kentucky Academic Standards for Social Studies, and to ensure student access to vibrant student learning experiences, the content and considerations in this section should be used to crosscheck an instructional vision draft. This ensures selection criteria derived from an instructional vision account for all the components of the KAS for Social Studies and can fully inform resource evaluation. Selection committees also should use the KDE’s definition of the social studies markers and their instructional vision to help evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of instructional resources to make the best decision about the resources selected. District and school leaders should use the analyses of those strengths and weaknesses to inform additional supports needed (such as curriculum-based professional learning, implementation supports and supplemental resource selection) for effective implementation of the locally developed curriculum and the selected high quality social studies resources. 
Purpose of this rubric
The Instructional Resources Alignment Rubric is meant to guide districts and schools in assessing existing or purchasing new instructional resources to determine what revisions may be needed to ensure alignment to the KAS for Social Studies.

Prior to conducting this review, the reviewer and review team should assemble all of the resources necessary for the review. It is essential for reviewers to have resources for all courses covered by the program in question, as some criteria cannot be rated without having access to each course. In addition, each reviewer should have a reference copy of the KAS for Social Studies. 

Before conducting the review, it is also important to develop a protocol for the process. The protocol should include having reviewers study the Instructional Resources Alignment Rubric. Additionally, it also will be helpful for reviewers to get a sense of the overall purpose and function of the instructional resources before beginning the process.
 
Criteria for Evaluation
These are the criteria on which your instructional resources will be evaluated for alignment to the KAS for Social Studies:
A. Social Studies Concepts and Disciplinary Practices
B. Instructional Design and Support
C. Organization
D. Social Studies for All Learners
E. Assessment

Instructional resources are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire essential knowledge, skills, abilities and dispositions. This includes print and non-print resources, including comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental resources, Web-based and electronic textbooks and assessments.
Standards Content and Skills 
Review the standards for your course/grade and identify the conceptual knowledge and understanding within four disciplinary strands in social studies (civics, geography, economics and history) and the skills outlined in the inquiry practices of questioning, investigating, using evidence and communicating conclusions.



Analysis of grade-level and grade-span for: _____________________________________________________


	Conceptual knowledge and understanding
	Disciplinary Practices/Skills 

	










































	

















Instructional Resources Review Rubric

KDE’s Markers of High-Quality Social Studies Instructional Resources  
The markers for social studies listed below are interdependent and interrelated, and all must be represented within an instructional resource for it to be deemed high-quality. The markers for high quality social studies resources include:  
1. Questioning 
High-Quality Instructional Resources are designed to support student investigation of compelling and supporting questions through teacher guided and student led inquiries that are aligned to grade level standards. The KAS for Social Studies states that the development of two types of questions – compelling and supporting – is essential to the study of each social studies discipline. 
· Compelling questions are open-ended, enduring and centered on significant unresolved issues. 
· Supporting questions can be answered through the concepts and practices of each social studies discipline. 
 
High quality instructional resources must provide consistent opportunities for: 
· Student engagement with compelling and supporting questions to advance their knowledge of the social studies disciplines. 
· Student generation of compelling and supporting questions, depending on grade level. 

2. Investigating Through the Disciplinary Concepts  
· High quality instructional resources are designed to support students in gaining insight into compelling and supporting questions using content, concepts and tools from each social studies discipline of the KAS for Social Studies: civics, geography, economics and history. The KAS for Social Studies states, “Investigating involves the skills students need to analyze information and develop substantiated conclusions ... through the exploration of the discipline strand standards.” Inquiry instruction requires teachers and students to ask questions that drive student investigation of the subject matter. This eliminates the “skills vs. content” dilemma in social studies, as both are needed to successfully engage in inquiry. In Kentucky, the discipline strands in social studies are meant to be taught in unison. Students recall and understand themes and topics better if the social studies strands are integrated and not taught in isolation. 
 
High quality social studies instructional resources include:  
· Consistent access to the four disciplinary strands of civics, economics, geography and history and the grade-level standards therein. 
· Opportunities for students to engage in inquiry using the tools, conceptual understanding and the language of political scientists, economists, geographers and historians at a developmentally appropriate level. 
· Learning experiences that exemplify how the inquiry and disciplinary strand standards are integrated into a learning experience through grade level standards. 
 
3. Using Evidence 
High quality instructional resources for social studies are designed to support students in consistently collecting, evaluating and synthesizing evidence from primary and secondary sources to develop and support a claim aligned with grade level standards. For students to construct coherent arguments and explanations using their understanding of the social studies disciplines, instructional resources must require that students substantiate those claims using evidence. 

Instructional resources should require students to use sources to create claims and to construct their knowledge relating to the disciplinary strand standards. Thus, instructional materials should use evidence to support students in not only evaluating but also formulating their conclusions. 

High quality instructional resources for social studies provide opportunities for using evidence to: 
· Ask and answering compelling and supporting questions; 
· Construct new knowledge when engaging with the disciplinary strand standards; and 
· Develop claims. 

Evidence included in the high-quality social studies resources should:  
· Be purposeful. 
· Be clearly aligned to the questions. 
· Provide text and non-text content, such as, but not limited to maps, graphs, pictures, etc., that are accurate, authentic and well-integrated into the instructional resource. 
· Provide evidence to support claims and refute opposing claims when students are answering questions. 
· Provide opportunities for students to engage in disciplinary thinking. 

4. Communicating Conclusions 
High quality Instructional resources for social studies are designed to support students in communicating conclusions when they provide consistent, grade level aligned opportunities for students to effectively communicate their own conclusions and listen carefully to the conclusions of others. Instructional resources should utilize newer media forms to support students in developing and sharing their conclusions and hear the voices of those whose conclusions may be different. Depending on the grade level, the Communicating Conclusions standards require that students construct explanations and/or arguments and determine how to address problems. 
 
High quality instructional resources for social studies should give students the opportunity to engage with the four components within the Communicating Conclusions standards. They are:  
· Synthesize information to construct new understandings, which will become the foundation for civic engagement; 
· Construct explanations and arguments; 
· Engage in deliberative and democratic procedures; and 
· Act civically by identifying and addressing problems. 

Review the instructional resource using the following rubric.



Social Studies Concepts and Disciplinary Practices: Non-negotiables
Conceptual knowledge and understanding within four disciplinary strands in social studies (civics, geography, economics and history) and the development of the inquiry practices of questioning, investigating, using evidence and communicating conclusions are essential to equipping young people with the knowledge and skills necessary to master the standards. Students use these practices to acquire, refine and extend knowledge and understanding of key social studies concepts within the four disciplinary lenses of civics, economics, geography and history. 
	Criteria
	Meets
(2)
	Partially Meets
(1)
	Does Not Meet
(0)
	Evidence

	Resource focuses on the concepts and disciplinary practices that reinforce the grade level standards. 
	
	
	
	

	Resource demonstrates the coherence and rigor of the concepts and disciplinary practices appropriate to grade level standards. 
	
	
	
	

	Resource emphasizes conceptual understandings that invite students to predict, conclude, evaluate, develop and extend ideas to support reasoning.
	
	
	
	

	Resource provides opportunities for inquiry that includes activities such as gathering information, researching sources, observing, interviewing, evaluating information, analyzing and synthesizing data, communicating findings and conclusions and formulating authentic questions to deepen and extend reasoning.
	
	
	
	

	Tasks have a purpose and provide opportunities for application of learned concepts and disciplinary practices that are aligned to grade level standards to deepen student knowledge and cultivate and strengthen problem-solving and decision-making skills.
	
	
	
	

	Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are accurate, authentic and well-integrated into the instructional resource.
	
	
	
	

	Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higher-level thinking skills.
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Int_1jQKFYNl]Resource provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of student responses.
	
	
	
	

	Content includes skill development such as collaboration, creative thinking and problem solving.
	
	
	
	

	Total Non-Negotiable Content:
	
	
	
	


If the total above is less than 14 then the resource is not appropriate. If it is 14 or more then please continue to use the rest of the rubric to determine if the resource is appropriate.
Instructional Design and Support
Instructional design utilizes research-based instructional strategies, offers suggestions for appropriate scaffolding, emphasizes the importance of content and skills acquisition, provides opportunities to engage in high interest, age-appropriate activities that mirror real-life situations, and makes cross-curricular, global connections.
	Criteria
	Meets
(2)
	Partially Meets
(1)
	Does Not Meet
(0)
	Evidence

	Resource provides a variety of strategies, activities and materials to build knowledge and skills systematically to enhance student learning to meet the grade-level standards. 
	
	
	
	

	Resource regularly and systematically builds in the time and resources required to allow teachers to guide all students to meet grade level standards and align with instructional shifts. 
	
	
	
	

	Resource regularly provides all students with extensive opportunities to work with and meet grade level standards to address a progression of skills as outlined.
	
	
	
	



Organization
Information is organized logically and presented clearly using multiple methods and modes for delivering instruction that motivate and increase student engagement in high interest, authentic activities.
	Criteria
	Meets
(2)
	Partially Meets
(1)
	Does Not Meet 
(0)
	Evidence

	Resource contains examples, 
explanations, and/or online resources that reinforce the depth and breadth of the KAS for Social Studies.
	
	
	
	

	Information is accurate, current and research based. 
	
	
	
	

	Focus on academic vocabulary (including discipline specific vocabulary) is prevalent throughout the resource. 
	
	
	
	

	Resource uses a variety of relevant charts, graphs, diagrams, and other illustrations to invite and motivate students to engage in discussion, problem solving and other high order thinking skills.
	
	
	
	






Social Studies for All: Access to Standards for All Learners 
Instructional resources must provide supports to help ensure access and opportunity across all learners.
· Design of lessons attends to the progression and coherence of the KAS for Social Studies, which are rooted in research, to provide access to social studies content and skills for all students at the earliest grade(s) as necessary building blocks for access to future content and skills;
· Tasks provide opportunities to build from students’ funds of knowledge, bridging new learning to familiar experiences and prior knowledge;
· Opportunities to deepen understanding by exploring multiple perspectives on topics; and
· Students have opportunities to make meaningful connections from the curriculum to their daily lives (to unique characteristics, strengths, and challenges of their homes, communities and cultures).

Social Studies for All Learners
Resources are sensitive in their portrayal of ethnic groups, gender, age, disabilities, cultures, religion, etc. and contain accommodations for learning differences, students with exceptionalities, Multilingual Learners (MLLs) and cultural differences. 
	Criteria
	Meets
(2)
	Partially Meets
(1)
	Does Not
Meet
(0)
	Evidence

	Resource is suitable for use with student populations that reflect a variety of cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds and intellectual and physical abilities.
	
	
	
	

	Resource provides support for differentiation of instruction of a variety of learners, such as MLLs, students with learning differences, and enrichment for exceptional students, to support all learners. 
	
	
	
	

	Tasks apply to the abilities and interests of all students.
	
	
	
	





Formative and Summative Assessment  
Instructional resources must provide both formative and summative assessments that assess what a student should know and be able to do according to the grade level standards. Assessments should measure students’ ability to demonstrate mastery of the inquiry practices and the disciplinary strands, and the concepts and practices therein, while providing opportunities to assess these in integrated ways. It is essential that students are asked to demonstrate their understanding of the subject matter to evaluate whether the educational goals and standards of instruction are being met. 
 
High quality instructional resources for social studies provide: 
· A variety of formative and summative assessment types. 
· These may include, but are not limited to, selected response items, constructed response items or performance tasks that align with the depth and rigor of grade level standards. 
· Multiple assessment opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning and receive and apply feedback. 
· Clarity for students on the progression of their ability to demonstrate the content and skills requirements of the grade level standards. 

Assessment
Resources provide tools for a balanced approach to assessment including both formative and summative assessments in multiple formats not only to guide instruction but also to identify student mastery of content.
	Criteria
	Meets
(2)
	Partially Meets
(1)
	Does Not Meet 
(0)
	Evidence

	Resource includes multiple means of assessment as an integral part of instruction that include opportunities for students to demonstrate mastery of the grade level standards.
	
	
	
	



Overall evaluation 
Total Score for Social Studies Instructional Resource




*If the score for the resource is less than 18 then it does not address enough of the criteria in order to share as a resource.
Overall Recommendation (Yes/No)- Rational
	Include justification for your overall recommendation based on the overall score using the rubric. 
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