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HS.UH.I.UE.2 and RI Standard 9
Introduction
The following learning experience was developed by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) to demonstrate implementation examples aligned to the Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) for Social Studies HS.UH.I.UE.2 and the KAS for Reading and Writing Reading Informational Text (RI) Standard 9.
It is important to note that the learning experience indicated through these Teacher Notes, and related resource(s) represent one example. This example is not a requirement nor a suggestion for school curriculum. While the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is responsible for the development of high-quality academic standards, state law assigns each local district the authority to develop the school’s curriculum and determine appropriate instructional resources based on language found in Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 160.345.  

KAS for Social Studies alignment:
HS.UH.I.UE.2 Gather information and evidence from credible sources representing a variety of perspectives relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in U.S. history. 

KAS for Reading and Writing alignment:
Reading Informational Text (RI) Guiding Principle 9 Students will analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

RI.8.9 also requires students to analyze two or more texts, but the information is conflicting. Students should be able to identify how the texts disagree. 

Educators may have to engage students with a standard multiple times throughout a year in order to meet the full intent of the standard. As a result, the following assignment example may not encompass the entire scope of the standards identified. 

Overview:
Representatives from the USHMM will share a participant activity drawn from their History Unfolded Teacher Guide to support educators in answering the following question: How do historical newspapers as primary sources help us better understand what information Americans could have known about the Holocaust? In this experience, the USHMM will use articles from Kentucky newspapers about Kristallnacht to look at how the story of Kristallnacht is immediately shared with communities in Kentucky. Additionally, participants will explore a survivor’s testimony and diary entries about Kristallnacht to explore how additional sources add depth and complexity to the understanding of Kristallnacht. It is important to note that this learning experience focuses on Kristallnacht which occurred on November 9, 1938. Therefore, this learning experience will be the most useful for students who already understand the aftermath of World War I and the rise of Nazism. 
Compelling Question: How do multiple sources that represent a variety of perspectives build knowledge of an event? 
Supporting question: How do historical newspapers as primary sources help us better understand what information Americans had access to about Kristallnacht and other events of the Holocaust?  






Teacher Notes:
Preparation:  
Access this Holocaust Interdisciplinary Learning Experience Video where experts from the USHMM model this lesson with Kentucky educators. The Holocaust Interdisciplinary Learning Experience Slides include information and graphics that can be projected and shared with students. 
The following resources may be used to build teachers’ background knowledge of the events of the Holocaust and materials used in this learning experience:
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (n.d.). History Unfolded: Teacher’s Guide. https://vault.ushmm.org/adaptivemedia/rendition/id_6cff63fd647f59bb992f0cd4544fe26e66554de2
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (n.d.). History Unfolded: How to Read Newspapers from the 1930s and 1940s. https://newspapers.ushmm.org/about/scanning-newspapers 
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (n.d.). The Path to Nazi Genocide. https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust/the-path-to-nazi-genocide 

Setting the Stage
Provide students with the historical context they will need to engage in this lesson on Kristallnacht by watching the following the following excerpt from The Path to Nazi Genocide: 

· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The Path to Nazi Genocide (excerpt), Chapter 3/4 From Citizens to Outcasts, 1933-1938. https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust/the-path-to-nazi-genocide 

Prior to sharing this video with students, pose the following question for them to consider as they watch this excerpt:

	
Describe the anti-Jewish attacks that happened throughout Germany on November 9, 1938. 
What happened and what was the impact of the events on this evening?




After the video concludes, have students engage in a Turn and Talk to share their responses to this prompt with a peer. Once this partner conversation concludes, conduct a whole group class talk where students share their responses to this question. As students share their responses, check for student understanding of this event and address any misconceptions that may be shared. 

Inform students that they will now investigate how two different Kentucky newspapers, one in Louisville and the other in Owensboro, reported on the events of Kristallnacht. These newspapers were published on the same day. Reading these newspaper articles will help students gain an understanding about what information was available to local Kentuckians based on the reporting and how this may have shaped the readers’ understanding of the Holocaust as it was happening.

Divide the class into small groups to explore articles from Kentucky newspapers about Kristallnacht. Assign each group one of the following newspapers:

· The Courier-Journal (November 10, 1938). Vengeance Follows Death of Vom Rath. The Associated Press.  https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-courier-journal/41874072/  
· The Owensboro Inquirer (November 10, 1938). New Anti-Jewish Wave of Terror Sweeps Germany. The Associated Press. https://www.newspapers.com/article/messenger-inquirer/63413193/  
Once students are in their groups and have received their newspaper article, have them engage in the Say Something reading strategy to read the newspaper article. 

	
As you read the article in your small group, complete the following: 

· One person will read the first paragraph aloud while the other group members follow along silently. Once the first paragraph has been read, you and your group members will volunteer to “Say Something” about the text:
· something interesting that you learned, 
· a personal reaction or belief about what is said, 
· a question/wondering,
· or something you want to learn more about. 
· Repeat this process until the entire article has been read aloud. 




Once students have read the article, have students complete the Lesson Activity: History Unfolded Worksheet: Article Analysis. 

	
[image: Lesson Activity: History Unfolded
Worksheet Article Analysis:

What is the name of the newspaper?
What is the city/state location of the newspaper?
What is the publication date of the newspaper issue?
What is the headline of the article?
What is the subheadline of the article, if there is one?
Select the article type: news article, political cartoon, editorial, letter to the editor, opinion piece, other
Does the article have a named author? If so, what name?
Is there a wire service byline: (AP), (UP), etc.? (Wire services like the Associated Press allowed local newspapers to print national and international stories without having to do their own reporting).
Provide a summary of the article in a few sentences, including names of people and events referenced in the article.
What does this article reveal about the information available to readers in the US about the Nazi persecution of Jews?
]


Once students have completed the worksheet, conduct a whole group class talk to check for understanding of the information provided in the newspaper articles. Have students share their responses to the last two questions on the worksheet. As students share their responses, support students in making comparisons between the information they learned from the newspaper articles by asking what information was the same, and what information was different. 

	
What information was the same between both newspaper articles?

What information was different between the newspaper articles?

What noticing and wonderings do you have when comparing the two texts?




Address any misconceptions that students may share. Next, have students answer the question aligned to the supporting question:

	
How do historical newspapers as primary sources help us better understand what information Americans had access to about Kristallnacht and other events of the Holocaust?  

Use evidence from credible sources to support your claim. 




Next, inform students that newspapers offer only one perspective on events; therefore, it is important to learn about history from multiple perspectives. They will now examine additional perspectives to add depth and complexity to their understanding of Kristallnacht. These perspectives will come from eyewitness accounts. 
Have students return to their small groups and have them explore one, or both, of these additional sources:

· Warsinger, Susan (2013). Survivors Remember Kristallnacht: Susan (Hilsenrath) Warsinger. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z01WmCcpZ0Q&t=10s   
· Harlan, Robert (1938). Holocaust-era Diaries: Student Packet. Robert Harlan Excerpt. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. https://vault.ushmm.org/adaptivemedia/rendition/id_ce2a3983bcf672661824705b40bb8047f8009618  
· It is important to note that students may need support when reading these diary entries. For more information on how to make sources accessible for students, visit Module Three: Supporting Teachers When Engaging With Complex Sources from the Supporting Students in Using Evidence Module Series. 

Provide students with the additional context below prior to engaging with these sources:
	You will now explore more source(s):
· One source is the postwar recorded testimony of Susan Warsinger describing her experience as a young girl in Bad Kreuznach, Germany.
· Another source contains excerpts from the 1938 diary of an American college student, Robert Harlan, who witnessed Kristallnacht while studying abroad at the University of Marburg.



As students are watching the postwar testimony and reading the diary, have them answer the following question:

	
What information did these sources provide that was not available or obvious in the newspaper article?

Discuss this question with your small group when you are done watching and reading the sources. 




Once students have watched the video and read the diary entry, conduct a whole group class talk about the following question: 

	
How do the postwar testimony and diary testimony add depth and complexity to your understanding of Kristallnacht?




If students need support when answering this question, pose these additional questions as students share their responses:
· What did this source reveal that your average American may not have known from reading just the newspaper articles?
· What is unique about these sources? What are their limitations?
· Did they raise new questions for you?
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