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Module Overview
This professional learning module is designed to build knowledge and capacity around the standards to capitalize on the opportunity to improve teaching and learning aligned to the Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) for Reading and Writing which were approved by the Kentucky Board of Education on October 2, 2025 and officially incorporated into law on May 5, 2026.
Module Sessions, Goals and Session Outlines
	A. Architecture & Key Revisions
Goal: Build a shared knowledge of the architecture and key revisions of the KAS for Reading and Writing.
1. Overview 
a. Background
b. Standards Revision Process
c. Standards Writers’ Vision Statement 
2. Architecture
a. Coding
b. Organization
c. Multidimensionality
d. Grade-Level Overviews
e. Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices
3. Key Revisions
a. Standards at a Glance
4. Reflection 

	B. The Role of Reading Standard 10
Goal: Understand the role of Reading Standard 10 in informing reading comprehension instruction.
1. Multidimensionality of Reading Standard 10
2. Comprehension Strategies
3. Background Knowledge
4. Background Knowledge and Comprehension Strategies
5. Reflection

	C. Text Complexity & Text-Based Writing
Goal: Understand how the standards require grade-appropriate, complex text and text-based writing.
1. Connecting Reading Standard 10 to the Classroom
2. Grade Appropriate, Complex Text
a. Text-Based Writing
3. Reflection

	D. Structured Literacy & Oral Language Development K-12
Goal: Identify how the standards are supported by evidence-based structured literacy models in all grade levels.
1. Structured Literacy
a. Evidence for K-5
b. Evidence for 6-12
c. Evidence for Elementary, Middle and High
2. Oral Language
a. Understanding and Communicating Effectively
b. Connecting Oral Language with Reading and Writing
c. Interactive Dynamic Literacy Model
3. Reflection
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Standards Writers’ Vision Statement
 The writing team envisions Kentucky teachers as evidence-based practitioners who can equip confident readers and writers through vibrant learning experiences. Reading and responding to complex texts are integral components of every K-12 classroom and provide opportunities that empower students to use both receptive and expressive language daily. Driven by an understanding of the reading brain and its importance for oral language and reading development, these standards reflect that reading comprehension is both a process and a product. The standards were revised to place complex texts at the center of classroom instruction to give students access to grade-level knowledge and content. Likewise, these standards continue to require students to engage in reading and writing daily as reciprocal skills and processes. The writing team strives to provide vertically aligned standards that lend themselves to evidence-based practices and access to grade-level learning opportunities for each student.

The writing team intends for the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing to serve as a foundation for students to build skills and agency across their lifespans. These standards equip students to navigate an ever-changing society as productive yet reflective, independent yet collaborative, and driven yet compassionate citizens with ample opportunities to thrive in the postsecondary world.
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[image: A screenshot of a progression page from the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing]Coding
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Multidimensionality 	
· CONTENT
· Comprehension
· Analysis
Overview Pages
K-5
6-8
9-12

Grade-Level Overviews  
	  

Architecture & Key Revisions				                                                                                                          Session A
Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices

[image: Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices graphic.
1. Recognize that text is anything that communicates a message.
2. Employ, develop and refine schema to understand and create text.
3. View literacy experiences as transactional, interdisciplinary and transformational.
4. Use receptive and expressive language arts to better understand self, others and the world.
5. Apply strategic practices, with scaffolding and then independently, to approach new literacy tasks.
6. Collaborate with others to create meaning.
7. Use digital resources to learn and share with others.
8. Engage in specialized, discipline-specific literacy practices.
9. Apply high level cognitive processes to think deeply and critically about text.
10. Develop a literacy identify that promotes lifelong learning.]
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Standards at a Glance
Reading Foundational Skills (RF) FLUENCY Standard 4
	
	Fluency 2019  
	
	
	Fluency 2025

	RF.K.4
	Read fluently (accuracy, speed and prosody) on grade-level to support comprehension.
a. Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.
	
	RF.K.4
	Read fluently (accuracy, speed and prosody) on grade-level to support comprehension.
a. Read decodable text with purpose and understanding.
b. Read irregularly spelled high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy.
c. Read common high-frequency words with automaticity.

	RF.1.4
	Read fluently (accuracy, speed and prosody) on grade-level to support comprehension.
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.
b. Orally read grade-level text fluently on successive readings.
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
	
	RF.1.4
	Read fluently (accuracy, speed and prosody) on grade-level to support comprehension.
a. Read a variety of grade-level texts (including but not limited to decodables) with purpose and understanding.
b. Orally read grade-level text fluently on successive readings.
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
d. Read irregularly spelled high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy.

	RF.2.4
	Read fluently (accuracy, speed and prosody) on grade-level to support comprehension.
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.
b. Orally read grade-level text fluently on successive readings.
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

	
	RF.2.4
	Read fluently (accuracy, speed and prosody) on grade-level to support comprehension.
a. Read a variety of grade-level texts (including but not limited to decodables) with purpose and understanding.
b. Orally read grade-level text fluently on successive readings.
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
d. Read irregularly spelled high-frequency words with automaticity and accuracy.
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	Fluency 2019
	Fluency 2025

	Unique to 2019








	Unique to 2025


	What is the same?









	Key Takeaways
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[image: ]Reflection & Application

How might you leverage the Standards at a Glance document in your local context?





















[image: Arrow indicating the first phrase only applies to kindergarten and grade 1.]The Role of Reading Standard 10												              Session B
Reading Standard 10K-1 only

With prompting and support through listening comprehension,
Routinely and flexibly develop and (comprehension) apply (analysis) background knowledge along with a variety of comprehension strategies (comprehension) to understand and analyze (analysis) GRADE-APPROPRIATE, COMPLEX LITERARY (OR INFORMATIONAL) TEXT (content) independently (analysis).

	Effective Reading Comprehension Strategies

1.   
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.                                                                                  
                                                                           (Kamil et al., 2008 and Shanahan et al., 2010)
	!














(Kamil et al., 2008)


The Role of Reading Standard 10												             Session B
Why do students need background knowledge?

· It allows for ______________________________________________ to fill in the gaps in text.
· Authors  ________________ tell us all we need to know in order to understand a text.
· So we need to fill in some of the details with our ______________________________________.
  (Catts, 2025)





[image: Simulation]  Betsy had never tackled the Cement Mixer before. Although many fears circled in her mind, her two main concerns were handling the backdoor and the lip. Her confidence rose, however, as she reminded herself that if she could just get into the barrel, she had a good chance of winning, especially if conditions were cooking. She stared out at the horizon, shook her fist triumphantly in the air, and shouted, “I’m ready for you, Meat Grinder! I can handle the biggest Macker you can deliver!”
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Background Knowledge and Comprehension Strategies Support Comprehension   
[image: An infographic describing the metaphor of the ten reading standards as parts of a ladder.]   
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[image: ]Reflection & Application 
(Answer some or all the questions.)
1. How are the expectations for kindergarten and Grade 1 students different from the expectations for older students?
2. What does Reading Standard 10 say are the two key components of reading comprehension for all students?
3. How does Reading Standard 10 describe the kinds of texts that should be used in instruction?
4. What are the instructional implications of Reading Standard 10 based on your current context?

Text Complexity & Text-Based Writing										            	  Session C
[image: A triangle with a person reading a book

]Benefits of Complex Text for K-12 Students
· exposure to ______________________ vocabulary and ______________________ sentence structure
· exposure to ______________________ ideas that mirror global experiences
· development of __________________________ and __________________________ as a reader
· deeper ________________________________ of the world and self
· _______________ perspectives for writing and speaking about ______________________ topics




[image: KY Standards logo]
Text Complexity resource on kystandards.org ________________________________________________________________________________
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	Text-Based Writing
	Purpose for Teachers:
	Purpose for Students:

	

Informal, low-stakes writing tasks that occur frequently in the classroom setting to practice skills or deepen knowledge in response to text 
	· to create an opportunity to acquire knowledge, deepen understanding or practice a skill in an informal, low-stakes setting in response to text
· to provide informal feedback on progress towards mastery of the skill or content
	· to acquire knowledge, deepen understanding or practice a skill with teacher or peer support in response to text
· to receive timely, often immediate, feedback on progress towards mastery of the skill or content

	

Tasks that require students to apply learning at the end of a text, unit or series of lessons to demonstrate mastery 
	· to assess student mastery of a skill or conceptual understanding as students respond to text
· to provide more formal feedback on long-term growth towards mastery of skills or content 
	· to apply skills or conceptual understanding to demonstrate mastery as students respond to text
· to receive more formal feedback about long-term growth towards mastery of skills or content

	

Tasks born out of a variety of studied texts and that are shared with an authentic audience beyond the classroom to engage in real-world communication skills 
	· to create opportunities for students to share their learning from reading with the community or world, either digitally or in-person
· to engage students in authentic communication of their stories, ideas, or research beyond the classroom
	· to share their learning from reading with the community or world, either digitally or in-person
· to engage an authentic audience with their stories, ideas or research beyond the classroom



[image: KY Standards logo

]
Text-Based Writing resource on kystandards.org _____________________________________________________________________________
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[image: ]Reflection & Application
How does your local curriculum currently prioritize grade-appropriate text complexity and text-based writing as key levers in meeting the demands of the Kentucky Academic Standards for Reading and Writing?
















Structured Literacy & Oral Language Development K-12									  Session D
Evidence for Elementary, Middle and HighThe National Reading Panel established five pillars of early reading instruction:
The National Institute for Literacy amended those principles for adolescents:
1. Advanced Decoding 
2. Morphology
3. Fluency
4. Vocabulary
5. Comprehension
6. Composition
7. Motivation 

 












[image: The Reading Brain describes the multiple areas of the brain used in reading]










                                                                                         (Sedita, 2020) 
Structured Literacy & Oral Language Development K-12									  Session D
Evidence for K-12

[image: The Simple View of Reading Diagram and The Simple View of Writing Diagram]
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Evidence for K-12  |  The Reading Rope

[image: the Simple View of Reading segmented to correlate with the top and bottom strands of Scarborough's Reading Rope]
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Evidence for K-12  |  The Writing Rope 

[image: The Simple View of Writing segmented to correlate with Sedita's Writing Rope]
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Oral LanguageOral language is…










	[image: ]To understand speech, 
we need to be able to:
	To communicate effectively using speech, 
we need to be able to:

	·  
·  
·  
·  
	· [image: ] 
·  
·   
·  



(Thompson, 2024)

Structured Literacy & Oral Language Development K-12									  Session D
Evidence for K-12  |  Interactive Dynamic Literacy Model 
[image: Interactive Dynamic Literacy Model by Dr. Young-Suk Grace Kim]
(adapted from Kim 2020a, 2022)
Structured Literacy & Oral Language Development K-12									  Session D
Oral Language
[image: A white circle with blue text, "Reading and writing float on a sea of talk." (Britton, 1976)]
[image: ]

Reflection & Application

How will the revised standards impact your local reading and writing curriculum? 
[image: KDE Logo]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     1 
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Reading Literature, Grade 5, Standard 3

‘Guiding Principle for Reading Literature and Informational Text
I Students will analyze how and why individuals, events and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

Progression

Describe how a particular story’s or drama's plot

Describe in depth a character's thoughts, wordsand/or  Compare and contrast characters, settings or events in a
unfolds n aseries of episodes and determine how the

actions, the setting or event(s) in a story or drama, story or drama, using specific details to analyze their
drawing on specific details to analyze their interaction  interaction over the course of the text. characters respond or change as the plot moves toward
aresolution.

over the course of the text

Multidimensionality
Compare and contrast (analysis) CHARACTERS, SETTINGS OR EVENTS (content) in a story or drama, using specific details (comprehension) to analyze their

interaction (analysis) over the course of the text (comprehension).
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