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HB 535 (2024): Civic literacy graduation requirement

Amended KRS 158.141 to require, beginning with students entering grade 9
inthe 2025-2026 academic year, successful completion of one of the
following for high school graduation:

1. Half-credit civics course; or

2. Pass acivics test composed of 100 questions drawn from the US
Citizenship and Immigration Services test.

Schools and districts must meet the requirements and accommodations of
a student's IEP as defined in KRS 158.281 or a Section 504 Plan as defined
in KRS 156.027.

Kentucky Department of

ﬁﬁﬂEDUCATlON




HB 535 (2024): Civic literacy graduation requirement

Local boards of education may choose one of two options:

1. A half-credit course to include, at minimum, instruction in specific areas
identified in the bill.

2. Acivics test composed of 100 questions drawn from the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services test:

« Atleast 70% of the questions must be answered correctly

 Nolonger allows the use of instructional aids, but students may still take the
test as many times as needed
 Beginning September 1, 2026, districts must report annual testing data,
Including:
 First-time successful completion rate
« Average number of times a student takes the civics test
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https://www.education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/SocStud/Documents/HB_535_Civic_Literacy_Supplemental_Guidance.pdf

Overview of Proposed Amendments
704 KAR 3:305
Section 3(6):

“To earn a high school diploma each student shall
complete the following additional requirements:

(b) Successfully meet the civics requirement
pursuant to KRS 158.141.”
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Technical Amendments
/04 KAR 3:305

Letter of Intent Form included as a material
iIncorporated by reference for Early
Graduation Program (EGP) participants.

Clean-up language to improve
readability, provide clarity and remove
outdated language.
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Proposed Amendments to 703 KAR 5:080
Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational
Assessment Program
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Administration Code for Kentucky’s
Educational Assessment Program

* This regulation provides test admin
guidelines considered appropriate i

students for t
them, and In

reporting.

Istrators with

N preparing

Ne assessments, in ac

ministering

oroviding for proper security of the
testing materials.

* The Code applies to administrations of all
assessments that are included in accountability
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Summary of Changes

* Throughout the document, where applicable, add examples of items
considered to be secure test materials such as student testing tickets
and seal codes.

* Where applicable, update language to account for differences
between monitoring a paper-based administration and monitoring an
online administration of a test.

 Clarify language based on interactions during the allegation process.

* Make technical changes.
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Proposed Changes to the Allegation Process

* Delete information about not filing allegations for specific situations:

[Allegations that need not be submitted to KDE are such things as, but not limited to:

e Students working ahead in a test booklet while proper monitoring was taking place, and no
other student gained a testing advantage.

e Students responding in the wrong area of the answer document where appropriate
practices were used to correct the answer document and the student did not gain a testing
advantage.

e Students accessing cell phones for personal communication not related to testing and the
student did not gain a testing advantage.

e Students with accommodations but were not provided that accommodation.]

* Add language requiring all allegations of inappropriate testing practices to be
reported to KDE for investigation.
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Proposed Changes to the Allegation Process, cont’'d

* Eliminate the Testing Board of Review in the allegation

determination process:

STEP 3 The Testing Allegations Coordinator shall report all findings for each
allegation and make recommendations to the Commissioner of Education.[to the

Board of Review. This Board shall consist of members appointed by the
Commissioner of Education representing various divisions within KDE or
agencies outside the Department of Education.

STEP 4 The Board of Review shall review the findings and make a
recommendation to the Commissioner of Education.]
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Proposed Amendments to 703 KAR 5:240
Accountability Administrative Procedures and
Guidelines
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Accountability Administrative
Procedures and Guidelines

* This regulation establishes procedures and guidelines for the
Implementation of Kentucky’s accountability system (e.g., student
participation, accountability for students in alternative education
programs, process for appeal of accountability classification, etc.).

* The proposed amendments to 703 KAR 5:240 are a result of the
addition of full-time enrolled online, virtual and remote learning
programs as defined by 704 KAR 3:53b5. There is currently no
language in 703 KAR 5:240 for attributing accountability or
reporting for students attending these programs.
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Accountability for Full-Time, Enrolled Online, Virtual and Remote
Learning Programs as Defined in 704 KAR 3:535

Proposed amendments to 704 KAR 3:535 require students attending full-time,
enrolled online virtual and remote learning programs to be enrolled in an
accountable school. Students’ accountability will be attributable to the
accountable school, in accordance with full academic year and other

accountability guidelines.
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Summary of Changes

e Section 1(1): Here, and throughout the regulation where applicable,
delete “Al school” and replace with “accountable school.”

e Section 1(4): Introduce “full-time enrolled online, virtual and remote
learning program” into the definitions.

‘ Kentucky Department of
B ftepucaTion



Summary of Changes, cont'd

e Section 4:

* (2) (a) For reporting purposes, all alternative education programs and full-time enrolled
online, virtual and remote learning programs shall receive annual accountability reports
based on tested students.

* (b) Reports for alternative education programs and full-time enrolled online, virtual and

remote learning programs shall be separate from the accountable [A1] school accountability
reporting.

* (c) The alternative education program and full-time enrolled online, virtual and remote
learning program reports shall state the unique features and characteristics of each [the
alternative education] program and the appropriate uses and limitations of the data.

* Section b:

* (2) An accountable [A1] school or an alternative education program or a full-time enrolled
online, virtual and remote learning program shall fall into one (1), two (2), or three (3) grade

level configurations for accountability reporting.
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