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The 2024–2025 school year marks the first time Kentucky’s school accountability system will 
have three years of Change data available, enabling full implementation of the Change 
calculation for federal accountability determinations, as required by KRS 158.6455:  
 

Status and change shall receive equal weight in determining overall performance. For all 
students as a group and separately for individual groups, status shall be determined by using the 
current year performance, and change shall be determined by using the difference in 
performance from the prior to the current year. 
  
Except that change shall be based on the difference in performance for the prior three (3) years 
for the purpose of determining the lowest-performing five percent (5%) of schools under 
subsections (2) and (3) of Section 2 of this Act. 

 
This year, Kentucky’s accountability system introduces two distinct calculations. While both 
federal and state indicator scores use the same foundational components—Status and 
Change—they differ in how "Change" is calculated and applied.  
 

• State Change Score: A simple year-to-year comparison (current year minus prior year).  
• Federal Change Score: A three-year average of Change Scores using current and prior 

years Status Scores, offering a more stable view of performance over time.  
 
Why It Matters   
Indicator scores are combined into the overall score, one for state reporting and one for federal 
classification. Although the overall scores may differ combining the state and federal indicator 
scores, it’s important to understand:  
 

• State Calculations will determine color ratings for schools.  
• Federal Calculations will determine classifications such as Comprehensive School and 

Improvement (CSI), Targeted School and Improvement (TSI), and Additional Targeted 
School and Improvement (ATSI).  
 

Also new, federal classifications will now occur annually, including CSI I and CSI II designations, 
as mandated by House Bill 298.  
 
For questions, contact dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 
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