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Writing Grade 8 E 
 

 
  
Grade Level Standard(s): 
 
C.8.1 

Required Assessment Materials: 
• Writing 8 E Zoo Facts 
• Writing 8 E Zoo Facts Picture Board 
• Writing 8 E Let’s Keep the Zoo! Introduction 

• Writing 8 E Attainment Task Questions for Student Use 

Response Code: 
• Indicate the answer provided by the student. 

Text Coding: 
• “Quotation marks” indicate the script that the teacher 

should read to the student. 
• Italicized text provides further direction for the test 

administrator. 
• Words in parenthesis ( ) are optional; they may replace or 

be read in addition to the word(s) immediately preceding. 
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a. “They work to repopulate the wild 
habitats of some species.”  b. 

“Finally, zoos protect animal species 
from going extinct and other dangers 
like climate change.” 

 c. Both a. and b. 
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Before beginning task administration, please ensure that all conditions specified in the administration protocol (starting on page 9 of the 
Administration Guide Overview and Attainment Task Administration) have been met. Inform the student that the task is about to start by 
saying, “We are about to start the task, and I am going to ask you some questions.” 
 
All questions from this task are available for presentation to the student in the material Writing 8 E Attainment Task Questions for 
Student Use. 
 
Explain to the student that they will be reading a passage and will then answer a question about the passage. Present the student with 
Writing 8 E Zoo Facts (Writing 8 E Zoo Facts Picture Board may be presented as a support for the student). Have the student read, or 
read to the student, the passage Writing 8 E Zoo Facts. 
 
“Jamal is writing an argument about why the city needs to keep the local zoo open. He made the following claim: ‘Keeping the zoo open 
will protect animals, educate and entertain people, and help the economy.’ He is writing the body paragraph.”  
 
Have the student read, or read to the student, Writing 8 E Let’s Keep the Zoo! Introduction. 
 
“Jamal writes: ‘First, it is important to understand all the benefits of zoos. One example is that zoos work to save animals.’” 
 

2. “Based on Zoo Facts, which evidence from the passage supports Jamal’s claim that the zoo works to save animals?” 
 

Response Option Response Rationale 

a. “They work to repopulate the wild habitats of some species.”  The student recognizes only one piece of evidence that supports 
the claim that the zoo works to save animals. 

b. “Finally, zoos protect animal species from going extinct and 
other dangers like climate change.” 

The student recognizes only one piece of evidence that supports 
the claim that the zoo works to save animals. 

c. Both a. and b. (Correct) The student recognizes that both pieces of evidence support the 
claim that the zoo works to save animals. 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 3  
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Writing 8 E Zoo Facts 
 

1Zoos have existed for a very long time. The oldest zoo opened in 1752 and is still open today. In 1907, zoos started using more 

natural habitats for animals. Debate about zoos has been around for many years.  

2Those who support zoos argue that zoos entertain and educate the public. 3In 2021, the United States had 181 million zoo 

visitors. 4Each zoo visitor spends money in the local economy. 5Zoo visitors learn about the animals. 6They also learn about biodiversity 

and conservation of ecosystems. Those against zoos argue that is not enough to justify keeping animals captive. 

Another argument in favor of zoos is scientific research. In 2017 alone, the US zoos studied 485 distinct species of animals. Zoo 

staff watch for diseases at the zoo and in the surrounding wildlife. 7Those who oppose zoos say being kept in zoos affects the physical 

health of the zoo animals. Captivity increases health problems and reduces life expectancy.  

8Finally, zoos protect animal species from going extinct and other dangers like climate change. Zoos have conservation 

programs. 9They work to repopulate the wild habitats of some species. Opponents argue that zoos create anxiety and damage the 

animals mentally. Therefore, they argue zoos are not what is best for the animals. 
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Writing 8 E Zoo Facts Picture Board 
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Writing 8 E Let’s Keep the Zoo! Introduction 
 

What will become of all the zoo animals? That should be our first concern when talking about shutting down the zoo. People who 

oppose zoos say they only want what is best for the animals. Not only do zoos protect the animals, but they also teach people to be 

responsible. Keeping the zoo open will protect animals, educate and entertain people, and help the economy. 

 
  



Writing Grade 8 E    
 

Alternate Kentucky Summative Assessment Attainment Tasks Page | 7 

Writing 8 E Attainment Task Questions for Student Use 

  
 

2. Based on Zoo Facts, which evidence from the passage supports Jamal’s claim that the zoo 
works to save animals? 

 
 



Writing Grade 8 E    
 

Alternate Kentucky Summative Assessment Attainment Tasks Page | 8 

Kentucky Academic Standard: C.8.1- Compose arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

a. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose and audience. 
b. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish opposing claim(s) and counter/refute them, and organize the reasons 
and evidence logically. 
c. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating 
an understanding of the topic or text. 
d. Use transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons and 
evidence. 
e. Establish and maintain a task appropriate writing style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that supports the argument presented. 
g. With some guidance, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, re-writing or trying. 
 

Alternate Assessment Target:  
No further limitations 
b. No further limitations 
c. No further limitations 
d. No further limitations 
e. Excluded from assessment 
f. No further limitations 
g. No further limitations  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Writing Grade 8 E    
 

Alternate Kentucky Summative Assessment Attainment Tasks Page | 9 

Student Group Number of Students* Percent Correct 
#2 

     
All Students 593 44.86% 
    
Gender   
Female 197 45.18% 
Male 396 44.70% 
    
Ethnicity   
African American 72 55.56% 
American Indian or Alaska Native <10 Not reported 
Asian <10 Not reported 
Hispanic of Latino 46 36.96% 
Native Hawaiian of Pacific 
Islander <10 Not reported 
White (Non-Hispanic) 431 44.78% 
Two or More Races 34 38.24% 
    
English Learner 38 47.37% 
    
Economically Disadvantaged 454 46.46% 

           *Number of students that attempted the item 


