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Reading Grade 7 A 
 

 
  

Grade Level Standard(s): 
 
RL.7.9   
                                                                  
     

Materials: 

• Reading 7 A The Empire State Building 

• Reading 7 A The Empire State Building Picture Board 

• Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week 
 
 
 

• Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week Picture Board 

• Reading 7 A Attainment Task Questions for Student Use  
 

Response Code: 

• Indicate the answer provided by the student. 

Text Coding: 

• “Quotation marks” indicate the script that the teacher 
should read to the student. 

• Italicized text provides further direction for the test 
administrator. 

• Words in parenthesis ( ) are optional; they may replace or 
be read in addition to the word(s) immediately preceding. 
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a. 

The amount of time it took to build the 

skyscraper. 

 

b. 

The construction of the world’s tallest 

building. 

 
c. 

The stock market crash. 
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Before beginning task administration, please ensure that all conditions specified in the administration protocol (starting on page 10 of 
the Administration Guide Overview and Attainment Task Administration) have been met. Inform the student that the task is about to 
start by saying, “We are about to start the task, and I am going to ask you some questions.” 
 
All questions from this task are available for presentation to the student in the material Reading 7 A Attainment Task Questions for 
Student Use. 
 
Explain to the student that they will be reading a passage and will then answer a few questions about the passage. Present the student 
with Reading 7 A The Empire State Building (Reading 7 A The Empire State Building Picture Board may be presented as a support for 
the student). Have the student read, or read to the student, the passage Reading 7 A The Empire State Building. 
 
Present the student with Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week (Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week Picture Board may be presented as a 
support for the student). Have the student read, or read to the student, the passage Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week. 
 

3. “What topic is addressed in only one of the texts?” 
 

 

 

 

Response Option Response Rationale 

a. The amount of time it took to build the skyscraper.  
The student identifies a fact from the passage but does not 

realize the fact is in both passages. 

b. The construction of the world’s tallest building. 
The student identifies a fact from the passage but does not 

realize the fact is in both passages. 

c. The stock market crash. (Correct) 
The student compares the two passages and identifies the one 

fact that is in only one passage. 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 2  
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Reading 7 A The Empire State Building 

1The Empire State Building is a feat of engineering design. There are people who think constructing the Empire State Building 

was a waste of time, but the project has had many benefits. 2Construction on the Empire State Building began in 1930. At that time, it 

was the tallest building in the world. 3They worked seven days a week. Three thousand workers finished the building in one year and 

forty-five days: a record for a building project. 4Masons, plumbers, electricians, ironworkers, and carpenters worked on the building.   

5The owners built the Empire State Building to win the race to build the world’s tallest building. 6Most of the building was empty 

through the 1930’s. The owners didn’t make money until World War II. Some say the building had no purpose. 

    However, the project was good for the workers. 7It was good for the companies that provided the materials. The building used 

60,000 tons of steel, 200,000 cubic feet of limestone and granite, and 10 million bricks. Workers made 730 tons of aluminum and steel. 

8The building serves as a lightning rod. It is hit by lightning 100 times a year. 9The Empire State Building is a national landmark and one 

of the most famous buildings in the world. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig/wonder/structure/empire_state.html 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig/wonder/structure/empire_state.html
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Reading 7 A The Empire State Building Picture Board 
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Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week  

 1I was living in New York City in 1929 when the stock market crashed. Oh, it didn’t really fall on top of our heads, but it sure felt 

that way. 2First company stocks lost their value, then businesses began to fail, then the banks closed! It was a sad and terrible time for 

so many people who didn’t have homes or work. 

 3I was luckier than most. I worked in construction and my family lived in a small apartment in the city.4I had saved some money 

to buy a house and I had most of it hidden at home. We had enough money for a little while. 5Then I got a job working on a new building 

that was going to be the tallest building in the world, the Empire State Building.   

6We started working on the Empire State Building in 1930 and finished just over a year later. We worked like crazy, seven days a 

week! 7I was a mason and I worked with bricks, granite and limestone. 8I had to move it into place using a derrick, a machine for lifting 

heavy things. 9It was a dangerous job, but I was happy to have it. Lots of the jobs on the skyscraper were dangerous, but things were 

so bad we were all just happy to be working. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.esbnyc.com/sites/default/files/2020-02/ESRT19-1576%20ESBO%20Website%20-%20Social%20Studies%20-%206-

8_OUT_web.pdf 

https://www.esbnyc.com/sites/default/files/2020-02/ESRT19-1576%20ESBO%20Website%20-%20Social%20Studies%20-%206-

8_OUT_web.pdf 

https://www.esbnyc.com/sites/default/files/2020-02/ESRT19-1576%20ESBO%20Website%20-%20Social%20Studies%20-%206-8_OUT_web.pdf
https://www.esbnyc.com/sites/default/files/2020-02/ESRT19-1576%20ESBO%20Website%20-%20Social%20Studies%20-%206-8_OUT_web.pdf
https://www.esbnyc.com/sites/default/files/2020-02/ESRT19-1576%20ESBO%20Website%20-%20Social%20Studies%20-%206-8_OUT_web.pdf
https://www.esbnyc.com/sites/default/files/2020-02/ESRT19-1576%20ESBO%20Website%20-%20Social%20Studies%20-%206-8_OUT_web.pdf
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Reading 7 A Seven Days a Week Picture Board 
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Reading 7 A Attainment Task Questions for Student Use 

 
 

3. What topic is addressed in only one of the texts? 
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Kentucky Academic Standard: RL.7.9 - Compare/contrast a fictional portrayal and a historical account of the same period as 
a means to understand how authors use history. 
 
Alternate Assessment Target: No limitations, all parts of the Kentucky Academic Standard are eligible to be included as an 

assessment item. 

Student Group Number of Students* Percent Correct #3 

      

All Students 575 50.09% 

      
Gender     
Female 191 52.88% 

Male 384 48.70% 

      
Ethnicity     
African American 63 63.49% 

American Indian or Alaska Native <10 Not Reported 

Asian 11 45.45% 

Hispanic of Latino 38 36.84% 

Native Hawaiian of Pacific Islander <10 Not Reported 

White (Non-Hispanic) 434 49.77% 

Two or More Races 27 48.15% 

      
English Learner 34 55.88% 

      
Economically Disadvantaged 463 50.76% 

       *Number of students that attempted the item 

 


