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Language
e Language may be precise; richness is usually not a priority.
e Language is technically correct.
* Use of passive voice may be appropriate, particularly in scientific writing.

* Technical terms may be used, defined as necessary for the targeted audience.
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Organization
e The writer maintains coherence and unity.

e The writer arranges the poem using white space, line breaks, and shape to enhance meaninag.

Sentences
e The writer uses line breaks effectively.

e The writer employs rhythm, melody or perhaps rhyme.
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Language

« The writer makes language choices based on economy, precision, richness, surprise
and/or impact on the reader.

* Language is descriptive.
e The writer uses strong verbs and precise nouns.

e Figurative language is used when appropriate.

Correctness

« Spelling is correct.

e Capitalization is correct.

e The writer uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotations marks and apostrophes.

e The writer departs legitimately from the standard correctness to enhance the meaning of the poem.
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PERSONAL NARRATIVES:

focus on one event

communicate a clear purpose (the significance of the event is clear to the reader)
are written in the first person ("1")

include many relevant, sensory details

include the writer’s feelings and thoughts

include dialogue (optional)

MEMOIRS:

focus on a person, place, animal, or object that has had a particular significance in the writer’s life
focus on a particular aspect of the writer’s relationship with that person, place, animal, or object
recreate for the reader incidents shared with the particular person, place, animal, or object

reveal the writer's knowledge of and feelings about the person, place, animal, or object

share new insights gained in recalling the significance of the person, place, animal, or ubject“

make the person, place, animal, or object come alive for the reader
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PERSONAL ESSAYS:

e have a clear, focused purpose (develop an idea)

e may contain a narrative, or storytelling part, that is sequenced chronologically
« employ a natural and usually informal style of writing

* include details and/or persons in such a way as to make their significance to the purpose clear

* use descriptive language to allow the reader to connect with the writer's personal experience and
reaction to it

e use effective connecting words and expressions which lead the reader through the experience
and the thinking/conclusion reached by the writer

 highlight the writer’'s reflection on the focused purpose as an essential part of the personal essay
SHORT STORIES:
s weave setting details into the text

» develop at least one character through the character’s words, thoughts, actions, and through the
words of other characters and/or the writer

» create an effect (e.g., comedy, suspense, horror)

develop a problem/conflict as the story (plot) progresses with a series of incidents
use effective ordering of events, impressions, and descriptions

resolve the problem/conflict (climax)

include a conclusion (result of climax)

often include dialogue (optional)
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POEMS:

* have a focused purpose (e.g., paint a picture, recreate a feeling, tell a story, capture a moment)
» use effective ordering of events, impressions, and descriptions

* do not sacrifice meaning for rhyme

* include many sensory details

e use strong verbs and precise nouns

» use poetic devices (e.qg., simile, metaphor, repetition, alliteration, personification, onomatopoeia,
hyperbole, end rhyme)

e use line breaks and punctuation effectively

SCRIPTS:
 include narration and stage directions

» develop characters through their words, thoughts (monologues), and actions and through the
words of other characters

e develop a problem/conflict as the plot progresses with a series of incidents
» use effective ordering of events, impressions, and descriptions

e resolve the problem/conflict (climax)
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Content Area Writing Requirement

Content area writing is writing that is produced in a class other than English/language arts classes. At
the 12th grade, any class for which a student receives English credit for high school graduation is not
a content area class, and conversely, any class for which a student does not receive English credit for
high school graduation is a content area class. At the 7th grade level, classes like reading, writing,
communication, spelling and speech count as English/language arts classes and are not acceptable as
content area classes. (See Chapter 11 in "Part I: Writing Development” about content area writing.)

REMINDER: KAR 5:010 states, "A school shall allow for an appropriate amount of time for writing
development throughout all grade levels and content areas.”

What if a Portfolio has Too Many Pieces?

If a portfolio contains too many pieces, remove the first piece that may be removed without making
the portfolio incomplete. Repeat this process until the portfolio contains the correct number of pieces,
the correct number of content pieces, and the correct number of pieces in each category.

For example, a fourth grade portfolio contains 4 pieces as listed below:

Reflective Writing Dear Mrs. Wilson p. 1
Personal Expressive Writing Grandma and Me D, 2
Literary Writing The Creek p. 4
Transactive Writing Endangered Manatees p. 5

Fourth grade portfolios contain 3 pieces, and they must include at least one piece in each category
of writing. No content area piece is required to be identified. Going through the pieces in order:

s "Dear Mrs. Wilson” cannot be removed because that would remove the only piece in the
Reflective category.

* "Grandma and Me” cannot be removed because a personal or literary piece is required, and it is
the first one you find as you go through the Table of Contents.

* "The Creek” can be removed because a personal piece is already included.

*» "Endangered Manatees” cannot be removed because the portfolio must have a transactive piece.

Since "The Creek” is the first piece that may be removed without making the portfolio incomplete,
remove "The Creek” and score the portfolio as usual.





