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the night walking about the room” (12). However, as the story continues, Darcy’s actions bég‘in
k ‘ \p}Po indicate a gradual; yet obvious change of character as he begins to admire Elizabeth and
notice that “her face was rendered uncommonly intelligent by her dark eyes” (29). He further
pursues Elizabeth by “attending to her conversations with others” (30), which shows that his:
initial judgment that she wasn’t beautiful has changed. Later, when Miss Bingley’s jealousy of
Darcy’s infatuation with Elizabeth leads her to make rude “witticisms on fine eyes” (60) after

\'dv@lizabeth leaves the room, Darcy’s admiration keeps him from joining in.

Finally, Austen develops the dynamic character of Mr. Darcy by illustrating his
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personality through his effect on others. Darcy’s friendship with Mr. Bingley is known to be very
close, despite a great opposition of character. “On the strength of Darcy’s regard, Bingley had

Mﬁp the firmest reliance, and of his judgment the highest opinion” (19). However Darcy doesn’t
have such a positive effect on Elizabeth. Darcy’s initial pride and prejudice towards Elizabeth
during the ball at Pemberly at which they first meet disgusts Elizabeth so much that she
promises her mother “never to dance with him” (24). When Darcy begins to admire Elizabeth,
during her stay at Pemberly while Jane is sick, he causes Miss Bingley to become jealous. “Miss
Bingley often tried to provoke Darcy into disliking her guest [Elizabeth], by talking of their
supposed marriage, and planning his happiness in such an alliance” (68). The many differences
in other’s opinions of Darcy make him a very intriguing character.

Austen shows that she is a great female author in Pride and Prejudice by masterfully

w))developing around and very‘dynamic character in Mr. Darcy and painting a picture of his

personakty through the illustration of his speech, actlons and effect on other characters. Using
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extreme depth of character development and other literary devices, Austen creates a

compelling story so popular that it still influences many movies and novels today.
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2009 Grade 12 Practice Portfolio—Baseball Dreams

2009 Practice Portfolio Rationale
Baseball Dreams
Grade 12

RATIONALE
Category—Reflective
Title—Pushing the Limits

3 Content(3,3,2)
The writer’s purpose of communication about development as a writer is
established in the introduction and maintained throughout. The writing adequately
communicates with audience. Though some idea development is unelaborated, the
writing shows an overall awareness of the audience’s needs. The writing conveys
adequate voice (e.g., “fumbled with pages and finally calmed down...” and “large red
letters”).

3 Structure (3, 3, 3)
The writing is organized logically and coherently and moves from point to point.
Sections beginning “I soon discovered.. ., | also discovered...,” and “I know...,” help
the reader understand the writer’s growth in writing through his/her literacy
experiences. There is an effective use of transitions and transitional elements
within and among paragraphs that helps to guide the reader through the piece as
well. The writing shows variety and control of sentence structure reflected in
sentences like “I had already read a few books from the Harry Potter series when I
entered high school, but I began to reread these books for entertainment because of
the intense, multi-layered settings in which Harry and other masterfully developed
characters lived” and “I also discovered that [ was a visual learner.”

3 Conventions (3, 3, 3)

Though not without errors (e.g., 24 paragraph, last sentence), the writing
demonstrates an overall control of grammar, usage, and correctness relative to the
length and complexity of the writing. Word choice is acceptable for audience and
purpose of communication about growth in writing.

Instructional Implications
Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to

e examine various Kkinds of transitional elements and the way they function in
writing
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RATIONALE
Category—Personal
Title—Baseball Dreams

3 Content(3,2,3)

This memoir shows the writer’s ability to engage the reader in a story from the
beginning through the end. The introduction narrows the purpose of the writing—
communicating the importance of the writer’s first game watching the St. Louis
Cardinals--“that night at Busch Stadium.” The writing attempts to connect and
communicate with the audience, and though the connection is there, not all of the
details contribute to what writer wants the reader to understand. Likewise, while
the ideas are sufficiently developed to communicate the intended purpose, some
extraneous details exist (e.g., the 4th paragraph with emphasis on the history of the
game) causing some difficulties meeting the needs of a reader.

3  Structure (3, 3, 3)

Structurally, the writing shows a logical, coherent, and chronological organizational
pattern (e.g., movement from the background in the beginning of the writing, to the
details of the game, to the reflection in the conclusion). Transitional elements are
acceptable and effective. Sentence structures are varied and are evident throughout
the writing.

3 Conventions (3, 3, 3)
The writing exhibits the student’s ability to maintain correctness of grammar and
usage and correctness. Word choice (e.g, “intense passion”) is acceptable and
appropriate for the purpose of the writing.
Instructional Implications
Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to

e examine structure within a narrative
e teach integration and punctuation of dialogue
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RATIONALE
Category—Transactive
Title—Chicago Black Sox

3 Content (3, 3,3)
This article demonstrates an authentic purpose in which the student has some
interest and ownership. The purpose is established early in the writing—*“The
Chicago “Black Sox” scandal of 1919 shows that even one of the greatest and most
influential games in American history can be tainted by lies"—and is maintained
through the end of the article. The writing communicates this purpose adequately
with extensive detail and support. Ideas are introduced and developed sufficiently
to communicate with a reader—whether that reader is a baseball fan or not. The
reader understands not only what happened but also the impact of the event upon
today’s sports. While many details are common knowledge among multiple sources,
the writing shows investment and the student’s clear understanding of the subject
throughout the writing. The article clearly shows the writer’s voice and an
appropriate tone.

3 Structure (3, 3, 3)
The organizational pattern (intro, background, and today’s implications) are logical
and coherent. Transitional elements such as sub-headings effectively move reader
through the history of the event. A variety in sentence structures and both external
and internal transitions are evident (e.g., “At a conspiracy meeting before the first

game. ..”"and “with the gamblers in on the
fix...”).

3 Conventions (3, 3, 3)

The writing demonstrates control of grammar and usage relative to length and
complexity. There is appropriate, sports-related word choice throughout the
writing. While the writing demonstrates correctness of spelling, punctuation,
abbreviation, and capitalization, documentation is a concern. The writing
demonstrates multiple instances of “common knowledge.” Therefore, the writer
would be better off indicating the source of the materials for the evaluator of a
portfolio. Because this writing does not meet the handbook definition and criteria
for plagiarism for portfolio scoring, the missing documentation must be considered
a documentation issue which is only one part of the correctness indicator.

Instructional Implications
Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to

e examine what ownership of writing looks like within a sample
e teach internal and bibliographic documentation
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RATIONALE

Category—Transactive with analytical /technical focus
Title—Developing Darcy

2 Content(3,2,2)

In this writing-to-demonstrate-learning activity, there is a question of authenticity
for the purpose of writing for publication. The purpose seems to be analysis for the
sake of analysis rather than analysis to communicate a more authentic, academic
purpose with a reader. This difficulty causes the writing to have only “some
awareness of the audience’s needs.” Though formulaic, the focus on the
characterization techniques—Darcy’s speech, actions, and effects on other
characters—is established in the introduction and is maintained throughout.
However, the idea development supporting that purpose is, in some cases,
unelaborated and serves only to describe the Darcy rather than to analyze the
character for a particular reason.

3 Structure (3, 3, 3)

This analysis is organized into a typical five paragraph essay (intro, three-pronged
thesis, one paragraph per point, conclusion). Though formulaic, the writing is
logical and maintains coherence. There is an effective use of transitions (e.g., “even
further developed,” “however,” and “finally”) which guide the reader through the
writing. Likewise, a reader will find a variety of sentences throughout.

3 Conventions (3, 3, 3)

This sample demonstrates evidence of correctness of grammar and usage. Word
choice (such as “dynamic” when referring to Darcy’s character) is appropriate for
the audience and purpose of analyzing a character. Parenthetical documentation
and signal phrases within the text reveal correctness relative to length and
complexity.

Instructional Implications

Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to
e help students consider ways to integrate text and use internal citations.
e discuss ways source information can and should support the writer’s ideas
throughout the writing.



