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2009 Training Portfolio—My Gift to You, Grandma

2009 Training Portfolio Rationale
Portfolio Title: My Gift to You, Grandma
Grade 12

Reflective Piece Title—Born to be Literate
3 Content (3, 3, 3)

The title and first paragraph establish a focused purpose of examining literacy
development by connecting reading experiences to writing growth and
development. Likewise, the writing stays focused on this purpose from the
beginning of this personal essay to the end. Overall, the writing communicates with
its intended audience by addressing the reader’s needs for understanding (e.g.,
using specific examples, making connections to literacy experiences). There is a
depth of idea development throughout the personal essay, and the writing conveys
many examples of the writer’s voice (e.g., “My parents claim to this day that they
have heard at least a hundred versions of “Little Red Riding Hood” from the author
herself, ME!").

3 _ Structure (3,3, 2)

Overall, the organization of this writing sample is logical and coherent utilizing
effective transitions from paragraph to paragraph and among sentences within
those paragraphs. The sentence structures are sometimes awkward or convoluted
indicating only “some control of sentence structure” throughout the writing (e.g.,
“Like I said before, every story [ would read, I would change, and put it into my own
words, as if | had actually rewritten the whole thing” and “However, unlike me, there
are many who do not feel the same, because I am sure that it all did not begin for
them from day one”).

3 _ Conventions (3, 3, 2)

The writing demonstrates control of grammar and usage, as well as acceptable word
choice relative to the length and complexity of the piece; however, the writing
demonstrates problems with correctness, particularly in regard to the overuse of
commas (resulting in run-on sentences) and the use of a comma instead of a semi-
colon in places. This correctness problem is significant enough to indicate a score of
“2” for this indicator. Overall, however, the subdomain score remains a “3.”

Instructional Implications

Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to
e discuss alternate ways of approaching reflecting on literacy
e examine the use of narrative to fulfill a transactive purpose
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Training Portfolio 2009—My Gift to You, Grandma
Personal Piece Title—My Gift to You, Grandma

3 Content (3,3, 2)

The writing establishes a focused purpose through the title and opening paragraph.
Her grandmother’s story engages a reader and helps to communicate the purpose.
This purpose—the narrator’s experience with the grandmother and what she
learned because of it—is met and the writing communicates adequately with the
audience; however, the idea development is unelaborated in places, especially when
the narrator shifts to a discussion about the gifts she will to her grandmother
causing a shift in structure (see structure score). The writing conveys appropriate
voice for a memaoir.

2  Structure (2, 2, 3)
The writing demonstrates some difficulty with organization as there is a structural
shift that occurs when the narrator begins to describe gifts she will give her
grandmother. The writing does not clarify how the gifts were obtained and where
they came from. The absence of transitional elements in the latter part of the
memoir causes a lapse in coherence. Overall, the writing demonstrates control and
variety in sentence structure.

3 Conventions (3, 3, 3)

Although there are a few examples of incorrect usage (e.g., “But not being no story
teller,”), overall, the writing demonstrates control of grammar and usage. Likewise,
the writing shows some uses of imprecise word choice (e.g., “I taped every aspect of
the beach...”) and some misuse of some punctuation (e.g., comma usage), these
mistakes do not interfere with a reader’s understanding. At times, the writing
exhibits more sophisticated punctuation used correctly (e.g., “I bet she was beautiful”
in italics and punctuation marks indicating dialogue). Overall, this writing sample
demonstrates control of correctness (spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
abbreviation, and documentation) relative to length and complexity.

Instructional Implications

Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to
e discuss the connections between focus, purpose, idea development and
structure (noticing shifts and how to address this in revision)
e explore various organizational structures (rather than “The first gift...,” “The
second gift. . .,” “The third gift. . .).
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Transactive Piece Title—Health Weekly: The Illegal Drug

2 Content(2,2,2)
The writer attempts to establish a focused purpose, but demonstrates some lapses.
For example, there is an attempt to communicate and persuade the reader that
tobacco should be illegal. However, the audience shifts at times (Is the audience the
smoker? The general public? the legislators?) The writing shows some depth of
idea development, but there are some lapses in focus because of extra details (e.g.,
the commercial).

2 _ Structure (2,2,3)
The writer demonstrates logical, coherent organization with some lapses in
coherence. The writing is organized around sections—appearance, effects,
addiction, high risk of diseases—but these sections do not function completely to
develop the main focus. Some effective transitional elements are evident but other
transitions seem missing causing the reader some confusion (e.g., jump from “We
need tobacco to be banned” to the next paragraph beginning “I applaud whoever
made the commercial of the ice sculpture mothers that are melting away. . .”). While
there are a few awkward sentences, the writer demonstrates an overall control and
variety of sentence structure.

3 Conventions (3,3, 3)

The writing demonstrates control of grammar and usage relative to length and
complexity. While there are some minor errors, they do not interfere with
understanding. The writing in this article utilizes acceptable word choice and
demonstrates overall control of correctness.

Instructional Implications

Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to
e help students experiment with different leads
e revise to eliminate irrelevant detail
e teach more effective methods of documentation and embedding citations
within article text (e.g., signal phrases, name of document instead of URL).
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Transactive Piece Title (with analytical /technical focus)—
Walking the Path of .. ..: Aspberger Autism

2 _ Content(2,2,2)
This article begins overly general (“In today’s society, we are aware of the
deficiencies that are out there affecting people”) but narrows its focus in the latter
part of the first paragraph—*“walking in the shoes” of a person with Asperger’s
Syndrome. However, this purpose is not sufficiently developed within the article as
the focus shifts away from the established purpose. The writing moves from the
purpose to a description of the syndrome and a cause and effect section
demonstrating some lapses in focus. The article form and use of subheadings
demonstrate the student applying some characteristics of the genre. A reader would
expect a stronger focus with specific details and support within the article genre.
This indicates only “some awareness of audience’s needs.”

_3  Structure (2, 3, 3)
The organization of this writing sample is logical—an introduction, a body divided
into subsections, and a closing—but the sections that make up the body of the
article do not completely connect to the established purpose causing lapses in
coherence. The writing demonstrates logical and effective transitional elements
between and within paragraphs. Overall, this writing sample demonstrates a
variety of sentence structures.

3 Conventions (3, 3, 3)

Overall, correctness issues are controlled (e.g., spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
abbreviation). However, documentation is incomplete and problematic (e.g.,
internal citations for URLS disrupt the flow of the writing, a list of sources rather
than a complete bibliography.

Instructional Implications

Teachers may choose to use this sample during instruction to
e lessons on organization and coherence
e help students with more appropriate and complete documentation.



