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Truth aﬁd Fiction

As I walked into the room that I was told English class would take place, I first

- noticed the qﬁotes that lined the walls. Some were by people I recognized, _others were by
strangers. I slowly sat down in a seat, and looked up at a quote that hung near the clock. It
read, “Fiction is truth’s older sis’te_:r'. ~Rudyard Kipling:” Thaf wasn’t a name I knew, but I
liked the'quote, I'looked away, yet the words floated around in my mind. What did it

mean ¢xaotly? How could fiction and truth be siblings, when neither one of them are

* alike, nor are they actual people? These were the questions I asked myself, before I WM,}%
understood what it did mean. (As the year carried on) I began to learn What the quote’s

words were hinting at. It meant that ﬁctlon is hke an older version of truth. It is nearly the

same as 1ts  younger 31bhng, but oh so different. Fiction is beantiful, not necessarily more
- mature, but beaunﬁll It lacks a realistic feel, most times, but still reflects on what truth is.
Rl 22l Chadiees ﬁjz)

Truth is beautlful too, but with thf real life, things are messy and sometlmes

N‘Nw&:onﬁlsmg This is why truth needs ﬁct1on to escape the reahty
\
Ever since I have been a child, ertmg has been my passion..] gm constantly
tmg new stories, orlbblmg down ideas) and §haring them with my frlen . My W”%}”D

avonte style of wntmga‘i fiction. FlCthI‘l is a door to another world to me; Tcan do W

whatever I want to Wlth it. 1 know for sure that this older sister is my favorite, This older
sister is always there beside of me, looking over my shoulder as I write, smiling warmly.

She watches, and often points out my mistakes to remind me that she is not exactly like

her younger sister.




me a pencﬂ and a piece of paper, and I would wander around, observing things. Then, an MWW

- idea would strike me, and I would rush to write it down. Of course, I was youn y (;' W)

handwriting was nothing more than shapes. Either way, I was exgtjed’./I/ria;to show my

mother, waving the paper in her face. She would listen to me as I would recite the shapes

in the form of a story. Then she would smile, and simply pat my head. I’m sure she

thought I was just a tad wfong in the head, but Fiction giggled, while Truth arrived and

Wzﬁdmwﬂ from rerisne 7‘1‘””7"‘0‘”’” | %

eading also appealed to me at a youngvagal love adventurous, drama filled

books, with a dash of charming characters and witty creativity. I’m certain this was why I
fell head-over-heels for Th'éOutsiders right away. Ms. H - presented the book to us
towards the beginning of the year, and most of the class wasn’t as excited as I was, Okay,

I'had never even heard of the book, but I knew it must be good if Ms. H . said it was

of her favorites, Fiction and(Truthhgreed with me.
_ to onhanie WW
I felt my excitement and though%about the book becomc. As the class read

. ™
the book together, and then discussed it, I also felt myself become more open. I loved  Commngn)

: & _ ML
talking about the book, especially Dallas, who was one of the characters in the book.
g Dallas Winston was described as having an, “elfish _facc:, with high cheek bones and a
§ pointed chin, small, animal teeth, and ears like a lynx.” He was also considered, “tougher,

N éolder, and meaner,” than the rest of _the gang. I always have had a soft spot for the bad

guys, and Dally seemed perfect in my eyes. Characters are very important to me, but I’Il\

- get into that later. The Outsiders is by far one of the best books out there, andI’'d — Wlﬁ/& o 20

)
recommend 1t to anyone, It affccted my real life, as well as my writing. I suddenly (7 ‘W

thed to share everything I had written, to see if anything could even compare to this



wonderful book..

W _ After The Outsidersy! had the need to share my pieces with the world, but I had to

» Mart small. Ms. H | seemed to be_perfect for this role. I first sent her a short story I

had been working on at home. She apparently loved it, and I was boosted with

conﬁdence It was then I introduced her to my older sister, my Fi lctlon T began to search
though the files on my computer, looking for decent stories to send her. I also started to ' b

write more and more, whether I was assigned to ornot. Doing this developed two more M

short stories, one of which I am still working on. Fiction nods with approval, as Truth v

yawns in the corner, bored with my worlds,

ﬁ The characters I created whlle writing are always with me. IfI were to compare
w\»’y some of | my stories to the older ones, I would see that my characters all have similar
personahtles Alexander, my dark, quiet male, is by far one of my favorites to write. o

about. There is also Xavier, who is similar to Alex, only more upbeat and talkative. %

Xavier reminds me highly of Dallas from The Outsiders. I believe that’s where [ got my

inspiration for him. They both share the blonde hair, the cold, icy blue eyes that are

’ @c{“f)lgm “harﬁ/rr_e’& with a hatred of the world,” “and each have a criminal record of their own.
heir attrtudes are also alik¢- rpugh and tough. In my opinion, creatin characters ism W
W gh. Inmy op g y oo

W ea of expertrse in fiction. I would love nothing more than to sit and write down 1deas

for characters all day long. Yet, the hard part for me is ﬁshmg out places and plots to-

place these characters in.

It was once said in the words of Donald Murray, that “problems make good v

subjects,” I found this quote on Mrs. H. wall. With this quote in mind, my

storylines are often very deep and dark. Having stories that I can add twists and turns to is




always fun, and conflicts are my way of doing this. I also use my characters, most of

which have differing personahtles For example, I have Evelyn, who is a snobby New
Yorker, and then I have Vance, who is friendly and goofy. These two characters have
opposite personalities, and this could also cause problems in the plot. It could also depend

on the point of view I write in. I prefer third person, which is like an invisible person 7 W | QW

watching the plot unfold. H()we_ver, first person is telling a story in a certain Wr S

point of view. I find it challenglng because you have to write every‘thlng in that WW ud'
Wi
. s

character’s point of view, along with their thoughts and feelings. Truth finds that first

person is the easiest of them all, while Fiction believes first and second d could be equal in

quality and challenge.
— T e

W MThe hardest part about coming up with situations to put my characters in isn’t
c

—_—

oming up with the ideas themselves, but keepmg mem_glgamzed I will get awesome

ideas during school, but never bother to write them down. I just hope I’ll remember them

when I get home. Despite my hope, this never seems to work out. I’Il Jjust remember a

—_—

tiny bit of the idea, but riever the twists that I have added on to it. This is why I’ve come
Mhow important a plot diagram is. A plot diagram is used to plan out the plece I

am going to write. I have only used a plot diagram for my portfolio pieces when I was

W assighed. I never used them on my oidn’t think they’d make much of a difference/
: M | . Ay : o

But I was certainly wrong. %Mé“é 1L ﬂjéf & Qeimy - c&&w
Ms.H . explained to éur class what a plot diagram was, and we listened to

her talk about the many types. One type that s-to'o_d out to me was the witch’s hat. It is

drawn as it sounds, like “V” Hrawn upside down, as shown in Figure 1. It has one end

curly, hke 2-h00k, and the other is rather flat, This diagram is used to plot the events in

WWN Ao MMC@ WWHMML%&ZW A %



order that will take place within my narrative. The curly part of the hat is used to plot my
hook, or lead, which will be at the begmnmg of my piece and is used to grab my reader s
{ attention. The line leading up to the tip of the hat is called the raising action. The rising
action is the events ‘t_hat happen before the climax. The climax of a story is the most
intense part, anﬁ will be plotted at the tip of the hat. The line that falls down to the flat

ey

end is called the falling action. The falling action is the events that happen after the WL@@

_ - ,
the flat part is called therdéfionement, or the ending I like this plot CWI il Ww

Figure 1 :
Climax : M

Falling Action

Rising Action

Hook

- trenaditt

ISR

@Mg Ms. H

“Tt was 2 quiet night in the town of Tillswood. Silept, rather.” nts to
manipulate my readers into feeling they arg aettally there. Am ‘ W {7-6

creating settmgs In one of my short stories, the setting starts in a simple, ofﬁce like

room. [ describe it with the sentence, “The lack of decoration gave the feel of the room a Wﬂﬁ

dark serious tamt and it seemed to blow a chill down the spine of many, GVW

51mply walked past it.” I receive many comphments from Fiction on this line, and for

e

e ettt p







