Chapter Four: WRITER’S CRAFT                              Script for Button 2:  Students

Talking Head:  The students you are about to meet read like writers.  They have learned to examine text and study the craft of writers.
Gabby, Middle School Student 

Reading like a writer helps me to get ideas for my own pieces and maybe some of the writing strategies that they use or the way they formatted their piece and how they broke it apart in paragraphs or how they did their lead or conclusion to make it interesting. 

To make my piece better and more interesting to the reader, in my 4th grade class my teacher sat us all down in front of the board and we thought up all the writing strategies we could think of like similes and metaphors and I try to think back because he had us all participate so it helped a lot when they stick in my mind and I just think about the best places I can use those strategies to make my piece more interesting. 

Tianna-Intermediate Student 

When I read a book, I can look at the sensory images, thoughtshots, and transitions.  And when I get to writing, my teacher starts talking about all them, so I go back to the book and start talking about the book, too.  Because I can get a lot of sensory images and thoughtshots from that book.  

(2853) OFF Tiana, can you tell me how reading and writing are connected?

(2858) Well, when I read a book, I can connect because there are sensory images, thoughtshots, and leads.  And then when I go to writing, I can go look back in that book and I can see all the thoughtshots and leads and transitions and I know I can use that in mine.

Can you tell me a specific example from your writing of how that model helped you?

a student’s writing helped my writing because he had a transition and I thought I could use that transition in my writing.

Emily, High School Student    

In Current Science I look as a writer for I guess that personal touch so how they connect it to other subjects, not just science and not just what they are talking about.  They connect it to everyday life and how it is going to appeal to a certain audience.  

Derek, Middle School Student 

When I look at models, you could see like what people do to make their pieces better.  Like what kind of leads they use to draw the reader in or what kind of conclusion they use to end it out connecting to the lead and what kind of describing did they use in the paragraphs.  Like do they use a lot of one thing but not another which makes it more interesting or just what do they do in the piece. 

Katherine-Intermediate Student    
Reading like a writer means you can get ideas—you can get the details and use that in your writing eventually.  And that helped me with my persuasive writing because if I needed to—I don’t know how to put this in words—it helped me get ideas.  Like it helped me understand more how to write it.  If you know what I mean?  It helped me understand how my piece should sound like—how my piece should like look—the lead and the supporting details and then the closing.  


Before I draft I like to like to look at models like when I was writing my poem, sometimes I would read poems myself to see the form of them and sometimes my mom would read poems to me before I went to bed and that helped me hear how its supposed to sound so I wouldn’t look at it be thinking partly about this is how it had to look and not focused partly on the sounding of it.  So that helped me reading and listening to other models.  That’s probably what helps me the most.  

Elias-Middle School Student 

My teacher shares with me all of her experiences as a writer and ways that to make our writing better in our class.

Students who know how to “read like writers” internalize strategies writers use.

