Chapter Four: WRITER’S CRAFT                              Script for Button 1:  Educators
Talking Head:  How do teachers help their students read like writers?  What do they want students to notice as they read?  Let’s listen as educators discuss teaching writer’s craft.

Kelly Danhauer, Intermediate Teacher   

I help my students to read like a writer by giving them opportunities to read like a writer.  We talk about what it means to read like a writer.  We analyze reading texts.  We break it down and look at the parts and we talk about the parts and why they are important and how they address the audience and the purpose and meet the needs of the writing piece for their audience.  And so we do that together; we do that in partners.  We do that individually and so they can take those read like a writer skills and apply them to their own writing.  We talk all the time about reading like a writer and what they means.  Doesn’t mean just reading for comprehension. It means put on your writing glasses and look at the writing the writer is doing and what do you notice and what do you like and what you don’t like and what you can take from this reading and this text and apply it into your own writing.  And that’s been a very valuable tool for my students because it is—they can see oh I really like this text.  And they can see why and then they can take those tools and those strategies that that writer used and put it into their own writing. 

Chandra Emerson, Middle School Language Arts 

.I’m always, always—whatever we are reading—a book, an article, newspaper, a feature article—I’m always asking them to look at the characteristics of that form and to see the things that go across the genres.  You know, we were looking one time at poetic devices and we could see, as you might know, that there are poetic devices in not only memoirs but feature articles and in personal narratives and we were able to show that when they are reading novels we stop and we’ll look at how the author looked at dialogue, how they wrote the dialogue. . . . . . . . .we do lots of journal responses that help them to think about why did the author choose to write this in this way—use these details—to use the kinds of set-up that he did.  We’re looking at the craft of the author not just the content of the book.  We’re looking—so we ask them questions about that so that they can then apply them to their own writing and then lots of times we will be writing the same kind of piece.  It might be a memoir type of book and that might lead to memoirs that they write—topic that they are writing.  It might be journal questions that lead to a memoir, so it’s really important to incorporate those two—the reading and the writing, always looking to reading, not just for the content, but the HOW.  How did the author choose to do this?  What choices did they make?  So that it is very analytical.  Students are able to do that.  
Artavia Acklin, Upper Primary Teacher  

I help students make that reading –writing connection by way of using touchstone texts.  And what I like to do is any literature that we use for writing—if we are working on literary text, I am making sure I’m filling the room with lots of poetry, lots of short stories, but I want them to see that okay there’s the connection.  There’s the reader—there’s the writer—and they go hand in hand.  Readers write; writers read. . . . . . . . .We look at what is the author trying to do for you the reader?  Now how can you transfer that when you’re the author for your reader?  So we make a connection to reading and writing that way.  

Carrie Irons, Intermediate Teacher 
I help students make the reading-writing connection by integrating as much writing as I possibly can.  They are always using touchstone texts that have to do with published authors.  So they are looking at their samples of writing and their techniques.  And we also have them look for their own samples of published authors’ works.  They do some research on that and then we always have a model that is a teacher model that we use and the students are able to read and write that.  

Gaye Foster, High School Science 

The way that I help my science students read like writers is we spend a lot of time doing a lot of reading in science.  I use models and I like to use good models of students in the past that I’ve had and have done some kind of scientific writing.  Let’s say they’ve done a feature article or some type of academic writing and use that as an example.  That is a really good way, especially if they know the student sometimes.  But they have to read like science writers and write like science writers.  

When I am actually writing by using a science model—let’s say a genre of a feature article—I would have students work singularly by themselves at their desks and generate a list of what are the things that you hear, what are the things that you see in this piece of writing.  And things might come up like certain kinds of vocabulary and then they’ll see pictures or captions and heading and things like that.  Then I have them work in small groups and put their lists together to make a bigger list and then we do it as a whole group and come up with quite a lengthy list of things that—these are the ways that writers address their audience’s needs.  They have an attention getting device, a hook, a lead, or a picture of something that makes that person want to read that.  But it’s all couched with the idea of science.  We still keep that critical vocabulary and that Core Content and the center of what we are doing.  So I never feel like I’m off target by having them read that particular genre in that particular way because the next step to that is going to be now we are going to write after we have done what I call dissecting the piece.  Now we are going to write in this way or this manner.  
Jennifer Andes, Kindergarten Teacher  

It’s important to make a connection between reading and writing when working with the writer.  The books that we pull sometimes encourage us to look at particular skills that we are wanting to incorporate into our writing.  We enjoy finding authors that use the same terminology, language but will also challenge us to find new words—that will teach things such as quoting marks, using dialogue in our writing.  When we read in our small groups, sometimes we find words that are very common that we use in our writing.  And then also in read-alouds that I would read to the class, we also look for particular vocabulary sometimes 

Sometimes we use the writing of other authors to pull out skills, such as how to begin a sentence, what type of punctuation marks we can use within our sentences or at the end of sentence. ( 

We also use informational books to find facts and information to use as we’re studying units.  We look for descriptive words that we could use and so we pull in the read-alouds as well as their individual reading time to look for strategies and to look for other things that we might could use in our writing 

Elizabeth Dinkins, Middle School Language Arts 
I think the best way to help kids read like a writer is to do that very intentionally.  Whenever we read something and, reading non-fiction is great for this, because if you can find a real high interest article, kids will read it and they’ll be sucked into it and enjoy it and then you’ll talk about it for it’s reading purposes.  And I like to go back and say, “Hey, let’s look at the lead.”  And I intend to start with “Why do you think the writer did that?  Why do you think they started like that?” You know, and really like deconstructing pieces from the perspective of a writer.  If you do that in the beginning with students really intentionally right beside the reading, then as the year progresses and as you have more time with them, it will be something that they start to come out with naturally.  At least that is what I’ve found. . . . . . .  I think it teaches kids to be better readers when they read like writers just as much as it teaches them to be better writers. 
Talking Head:  In addition to helping students to read like writers, teachers who focus on teaching the writer model their own use of writing strategies for their students.

Amy Humphrey, High School English Teacher   

My students are not completely convinced that I can teach them writing until I show them I am a writer also.  So I frequently will put my examples of my writing without identifying myself as the writer until the end. . . . . .
Meredith Schroeder, Primary Teacher  

I think it’s important my own writing with the kids so that they see me as a writer.  And I think that they take me more seriously when I go to teach them writing when they see me writing.  I think it kind of makes—it makes it less risky for them to write because when I will make mistakes in my writing, whether purposefully or not on purpose, you know, they see that that’s okay and that’s something that writers do. . . . . . I think it is a huge part of our writing workshop 

Kelly Danhauer, Intermediate Teacher 

Writing with my students really shows the students that is important—that it matters—that I am not just up there as the teacher teaching the subject but I’m teaching them as students, I’m teaching them as writers.  They are able to see that I am human.  That it is a process and that I don’t have all the answers—that I need their help and their input and just like they need mine and their input from their peers.  And so writing with my students lets the students see how important it is to write and also helps them see me as a teacher but also as a writer.  It helps build that relationship.  
Eddy Bushelman, High School Social Studies Teacher  

I think one of the important thing to help students learn is to be able to show them how to do things.  I know I am that type of learner myself.  Taking masters classes over at the university, sometimes I like to be able to be shown what’s expected.  So I know I do a lot of modeling in my classroom of showing students maybe what something looks like—good examples, bad examples, and how to make something better. . . . . . . Eventually what I want by me modeling appropriate maybe inappropriate writing styles is maybe eventually down the road they learn how to become better self writers.  They can be more independent and be able to carry that on to other classes throughout the school and hopefully eventually to college.  
Teachers who “teach the writer” help students learn to notice the strategies other writers use, and they write with their students to model the use of those strategies.

