NEXT STEPS                     Script for Button 2:  Teacher Preparation

Talking Head: Because appropriate teacher preparation plays a large part in shaping the writing instruction students receive in school, schools must identify and address professional development needs.  How do teachers prepare to teach writers?  What advice do effective teachers have for those teachers wanting to improve their instructional skills?

Victoria Bennett, Middle School Science 

. . .And I’m actually proud of myself that over just a few years I’ve started using more writing activities in my classroom.  I’m allowing the students more opportunities to show what they know, to think about what they know, to build on what they know, to show what they knew before they came to class that day, and I find that that is helping in demonstrating understanding and helping with not just that retention and spitting back of the content.  And I’ve come across different writing activities through professional development.  Back when I was in Connecticut I had a couple of things that I picked up here and there, but I also had the opportunity to go to a bunch of different conferences with the NSTA, National Science Teachers Association, but I will say and this is the truth, I will say I’ve gotten most of my ideas this year being in Oldham County and using our literacy coach at our school.  During professional development she’ll show us a different strategy.  I’ll actually go off into my classroom and incorporate it into a lesson somehow, whether it’s a quick idea for a ticket to leave, how to word a question on your ticket to leave, having the student develop their own essay questions or their own test questions.  Whether it’s doing an anticipation guide where the students predict about what they’re going to read and then read it and then go back and tell whether or not the text supported their answers.  Using double entry column notes in different ways than what I was already doing. . . . . . . I feel like as time goes on more professional development, more trying things out in my classroom, I’ll have the perfect the classroom someday

Eddy Bushelman, High School Social Studies 

To prepare myself to teach writing, . . . . . . . . .I think the thing that probably helped me the most was participating in a Writing Project over at Western Kentucky University.  I did that the summer after my first year of teaching and that was real, real beneficial.  You collaborate with a lot of other teachers and it’s under the direction of a couple of university professors and it really helps you to prepare to write in your classroom so students are able to become better learners from it.   That primarily was the main thing that has helped me. . 

Elizabeth Dinkins, Middle School Language Arts Teacher    

I’ve prepared myself to teach writers by continually writing myself.  And by reading about teaching writing and by going to conferences that deal with teaching writing.  What the academic work or even the pedagogical or handbook work that is coming out about teaching writing changes all the time.  And being up to date on that keeps me fresh, and it keeps me coming up with new ideas,  And it keeps me doing new things in my classroom.  And it makes a big difference.  I’m a firm believer in the workshop approach and kids getting to write and writing every day and building the choice that’s involved in that and being in control of their pieces.  So I’m always looking—and because a workshop is just that—a workshop—it’s in progress always.  I’m always looking for ways as a teacher to improve that progress for my students. . . . . . 
Rhonda Boyd,  Middle School Writing Specialist      

My preparations on being a writing teacher started quite a few years ago and they are still on-going.  I find myself teaching writing by using some of the same methods we use with our students in teaching them to write.  I read authors—lots and lots of authors.  I read many books from authors that I select as my favorites and I learn how they use writing to manipulate their audiences.  I also write quite a bit.  I write for a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.  So when I work with the students, I participate in the writing as I am teaching them.  They’ll get to read things that I do.  I’ll experience the same concerns that they have.  I’ll have the same questions as we are going through. I feel that I prepare myself by continuing to write, continuing to read, continuing to look at my writing and do critiques of it and I always believe I can be better. 

Amy Grimm, Intermediate Teacher       

I’ve prepared myself to teach writers in a lot of different ways.  I started out in high school working in a writing workshop as a writer and I remember putting together a portfolio when I was in high school.  So I think it started in high school—started all the way back then.  I experienced what I ask my students to experience every day as a student.  So I think I have a unique perspective from that standpoint.  I’ve also tried to continue that pattern of writing in a writer’s notebook since high school—I tried to write through college as a writer and really live the life. . . So I was going to give advice to someone about how to be an effective writing teacher, I would say to would first start off by living the life of a writer—write yourself.  Model for your students about difficulties that you have.  Talk about successes that you have and being that model for your students, they find more success.  They are able to find more success because you are able to communicate with them and understand what they are going through as writers because you have experienced it yourself. 

Lisa Newby, High School English Teacher    

 
To prepare myself to teach writers, several years ago I decided that I needed to get involved with the Writing Project.  So I did participate in the Eastern Kentucky Writing Project with Dr. Charles Whitaker, and I walked in.  I had been teaching a few years at that point, and I walked in—I never will forget on the table in front of me was the scoring guide out of the portfolio handbook.  And at that point, he started to teach us how to teach the elements of writing to the students.  And he took us through that process and we also wrote a piece with him. And when I left the project after that summer, I went back to my classroom and went through my filing cabinet and just threw out all sorts of things and started over.  And probably that next year I learned more than I had learned all of my years at college—just teaching the kids and getting involved in the writing with the kids.  So the writing project definitely helped and then the Kentucky Writing Handbook—you know, I know that thing backward and forward and have used so much out of that thing—used so many materials out of it with my students.  That’s probably the two main ways I’ve prepared myself.  

Artavia Acklin, Primary Teacher)

I have prepared myself to teach the writer in the classroom.  I am constantly reading the latest best practices in literature.  I have gone to the Louisville Writing Project.  I try to stay very active with the Project.  I go back and I present once a year and I talk to colleagues because it is all about developing the writer and not teaching the writing.  I think we have gotten into that rut lately that we are developing pieces because we’re in Kentucky and everything is about the writing portfolio.  So it is important for me to stay abreast of what’s going on—the latest trends in writing.  It is important for me to keep writing myself, so I can have empathy for my kids and so that they see me as a writer. . . .

Dewey Hensley, Elementary Principal    

There are a number of things that teachers can do to prepare themselves to teach the writer.  It’s important in one sense that teachers are not only teachers of writing but they are also writers themselves.  So teachers that are quick to model for students, that are willing to experience the very writing experience that their students are going to have, that begin to put together models of their own work—they have a deeper understanding of what their students need as writers.  Plus they also create a bond, a writer’s collaboration or cohort almost with their own students where they become writers along with them.  And there’s nothing more powerful in a classroom for a teacher to put their work up to scrutiny and for students to sit there and make constructive criticisms and support and have a dialogue with the teacher as two writers.  And in doing that teachers learn a great deal about what their kids need and kids or students learn immensely because it is not just something out of a book that they can discard—and it’s not something where they can just say, “Well, that’s someone else not anybody I know.”  It builds that brain research that personal relevance.  You build that relationship with the student that personal relevance kicks in and the connection is made for the student to rapidly learn the craft of writing from the teacher.  There are other things—more concrete things—obviously that teachers can do to prepare to teach the writer.  The professional development of different groups like the Louisville Writing Project, the writing projects around the state.  There are plenty of things on the KDE Web site, everything from released items to models to looking at the benchmarks and looking at all of those different tools that the state offers in order to help teachers understand the standard.  Because teachers have to understand the standards at their individual grade.  They have to understand what they should expect—that or better—from their students.  So that gives a better preparation for the writer as well.  There’s a lot of great materials that teachers can put their hands on—everything from Donald Graves to Lucy Calkins, to all kinds of writers that are out there that offer strategies, craft lessons, things by people like Ralph Fletcher, those kinds of materials can truly help teachers learn the best practices in writing and get them ready to walk into a classroom with those best practices being at the center of what they do. Organizations and videos like this one, like things offered by Kentucky Educational Television can show teachers in classrooms in action, teaching lessons that can immensely can help teachers immensely understand in how to structure their workshop in their classroom—the writing workshop.  So all those different things help.  Another way to do it is just collaboration and professional dialogue with colleagues as they look at student work. Because analyzing student writing pieces is a revelation.  You learn from both the writing pieces where your instruction led to that product and the products of other students that you didn’t teach.  If you look at those and have conversations with teachers about how things happened, that certainly prepares you to teach the writer. 

Talking Head:  How have teachers in your district and/or school prepared to teach the writer within the context of their grade level assignment and/or content area?  What more preparation might be needed?  
