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Writing is an important means of communication.  We communicate with ourselves in writing to gain insight, to reflect, to question, to remember, to make connections.   We journal our thoughts, make lists for ourselves, and take personal notes during presentations. According to William Zinnser, author of Writing to Learn, “Writing enables us to find out what we now—and what we don’t know—about what we are trying to learn.”  

In academic settings and in other testing situations, we communicate with others to show what we know about the subject matter and our ability to apply that knowledge to new situations.

In a larger, more global context, we communicate with others to use what we know to accomplish a specific purpose.  Authors write stories and novels to entertain or articles and non-fiction books to inform readers.  Poets enchant us with their use of language to express ideas. Technical writers present us with directions for assembling items or using computer software.  Scientists, mathematicians, historians, and educational researchers communicate their findings to people within their fields or other interested readers.  Citizens in all walks of life write letters of complaint or express their opinions in letters-to-the-editor of their local newspapers.

In April 2003 the College Board released a report from the National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools and Colleges entitled “The Neglected ‘R’:  The Need for a Writing Revolution.”  According to the authors of that report,  “Writing is the key to student learning; it directly cultivates the most valuable job attribute of all:  a mind equipped to think.”

Thus, it is appropriate that the primary goal of writing instruction in Kentucky is “to provide our students with the skills, knowledge, and confidence necessary to become independent thinkers and writers”—to equip them for success in further educational experiences, in the world of work, and in their everyday lives.  

To accomplish this goal, writing as a tool for learning and writing as a means of communication must be an integral part of each student’s educational experience kindergarten through Grade 12.  What instruction and educational opportunities do students need across grades and content areas to develop as independent thinkers and writers?  How do administrators know if teachers are teaching the writer?  How do teachers know when they are succeeding? Let’s hear what administrators and teachers have to say. 

