Introduction:  Button #3:  Indicators of Success

Talking Head:  How do teachers know when their efforts to teach the writer are successful?  What are the indicators?
Meredith Schroeder (1-2 primary teacher)

I know I’m succeeding in teaching a writer when—when writing workshop is over and we have to leave because it is time for art or gym or music.  And I have five kids surrounding me with their piece of writing saying, “Listen to what I wrote today” or “Do you know what I’m going to write tomorrow?”  “Listen to what is going to happen in Chapter 2.”  Or “Awww—writing workshop is over.”  I know that I have succeeded.  I know I’ve  succeeded when I have a little boy at the beginning of the year, who struggled to write two words down, comes up to me with an entire story written that he can not only write down, but read back to me and it makes sense. . . 

Artavia Acklin (upper primary teacher)

I know that I am teaching the writer, when I do a mini-lesson and I see kids that are applying that mini-lesson across the board.  When they are not just using the writing for writing class.  When they are talking to their peers and they say, “You know you could do this because this will help your writing.  Or you know you could also use this when answering an open-response answer.  You can use this to respond in your reading log.”  I see the kids able to relay what I have tried to relay to them and they are able to teach it to their peers, I know that I have gotten my point across and we’re developing as writers. 
Vicky Wheatley  Elementary Literacy Coach

One of the ways I know I’m succeeding in teaching the writer and not the writing piece is that the child can talk about himself as a writer.  They can explain what they are doing in the piece—what they would like to do in the piece—and how they are attempting to do it.  And also give some reason or justification—I’m doing a good job and I know that because___.  So they have internalized those writing skills and see themselves as writers.  

Amy Grimm (intermediate teacher)

.You know, when they really start to get it and the light bulb goes on and they start to make decisions on their own and you can sit down next to a writer and confer and say, “What is your plan for today?” and they start to tell you all of what they’re going to do that day and how they are going to do it using, you know, language, or what they are going to do to revise and you have not really prompted them with anything, you can really tell they are developing as a writer. And they are really just working on a piece—they are working on themselves.  That’s pretty cool.  
Pam Burton (middle school language arts teacher)

How do I know when I am succeeding in teaching the writer.  When a student is excited about a piece of writing, and when I pick up something that a child has written and I can see that the child is incorporating the skills that we have learned and going beyond. . . 
Elizabeth Dinkins (middle school language arts teacher)

I think that the best way you know you’re actually teaching the writer is when you see kids transfer those skills from one piece of writing to the next.  I try really hard to talk about habits that all good writers do.  And writing tools that are used throughout all pieces.  We teach figurative language when we teach poetry.  But figurative language is in all good writing.  You know, and if kids can learn that and transfer that, their writing improves.  A lead is a lead is a lead.  And getting kids to recognize that—their writing improves.  And they become more independent.  And that’s a big thing—is helping them learn that these are tools that once they get them in their hands they can use them in any situation at all. . . 

Amy Humphrey (high school English teacher)

When I’m successful teaching the writer, I can say very little to the student about the piece and very short response:  “Who are you really talking to here?”  And the student just turns and walks away and goes back and evaluates on their own.  I think I’m successful with students when they either accept or reject what I have to say and they go back and work on it on their own.  But I know I’ve got writers in a room when they listen to ideas and then head back and go back and think about how that fits in their piece.  They have a good system for filtering what’s a good suggestion and what’s a bad suggestion.  They think that a really good writer can accept that a comment is worthwhile to go back with and revise or not—and that they can accept or reject it from me and they can accept or reject it from other students.  But anybody that looks at their piece—the student can evaluate on their own whether that’s useful information or not.  And I think it comes in revision

Rhonda Boyd    Middle School Writing Specialist

I believe a student has truly internalized writing instruction whenever he or she can write for a variety of audiences, for a variety of purposes, in a variety of forms.  When that student is able to communicate effectively within the idea development and support, within the sentence structure, within the content of the piece. . . I know it sounds like I am reading straight from our writing scoring rubric, but to me, that is the indicator—the language that we use on there truly does show that a student is acquiring the writing skills.  And when that student does it independently, it is internalized

Talking Head:
Teachers who “teach the writer” enjoy the satisfaction of seeing their students develop as writers.  They delight in their students’ ability to talk about their writing.  Their approach to teaching writing is affirmed when they see their students making good decisions independently as writers.

