Introduction:  Button #1:  Importance of Writing

Tallking Head Why are writing skills important?  Why should we focus our attention as educators on teaching the writer?  When should that focus begin?  Let’s listen to what educators have to say.

Renee Buchanan (middle school language arts teacher)
I think that being an effective writer is very important for the students of today. And in order to produce effective writers we have to start at a very young age and nurture them all the way through school. . . 

Tim Hanner (Superintendent)

Writing skills for students today are more critical than ever before.  I think we have learned that over time since 1990 in this state.  And that’s been impacted and influenced by our business community, by our leaders in the community saying when students leave school they have to be able to communicate and do math skills.  Communicate is not just speaking—it is very much writing.  We have to prepare our students to be able to be successful not just in college but it’s reality today that post-secondary means success in the workplace—success in technical schools, community colleges, colleges. . . 

Dewey Hensley(elementary principal)

Writing skills are extremely, extremely important in the world we live in.  We need our students to be able to communicate in writing with clarify because professionally and personally it enriches their lives.  All businesses, all different aspects of our society with the advent of more and more technology, require students to be able to communicate in writing.  It requires students to be able to put their thoughts down on paper and communicate exactly what they believe, or what content knowledge they have or what skills they have to make real world things happen.  In all the content areas whether a student is going to be a scientist, they’re going to be a policeman, or a police officer, there going to b a doctor, whether they’re going to be a computer technician—whatever they’re going to do, it is going to require them to sit down and put their thoughts on paper and communicate those thoughts to someone.  

Latishia Sparks  District Curriculum Resource Teacher

I think writing skills are important in the world we live in because people need to give voice to their experiences and I think that is an important message that we sent to students through writing.  And bigger than that I think every person in their life will find that they need to write for a purpose and for an audience.  It doesn’t matter if you are going to be an engineer or a literary scholar, you are going to have to write.  And it is important to teach those skills to students because they are skills they are going to have to have in the real world.  

Ranea Gibson (high school English teacher)
I think that writing skills are in some ways the most important ability because writing well teaches you to think.  And you must be able to think critically.  I don’t care if you are going to technical school—if you are going to a university—or you are not going at all, you’ve got to be able to think and think well.  I want my students to know that they have that ability to form an argument, to make decisions, not to be manipulated by society, by the media, by whatever, know their opinion and stand for it.  And in order to do that they have to be able to think and think very well. 

Tallking Head  :Writing is a powerful tool for learning, one that develops thinking skills and prepares students for success in school, in the workplace, and in their personal lives.  

