Chapter Two:  MOTIVATION    Script for Button 2:  Students
Talking Head:  The students you will see in this video view themselves as writers.  Their comments reveal their clear preference for choice about what they write.

Cole, Middle School Student   

Sometimes when I’m under a lot of pressure in a class, sometimes I feel like she’s—my teachers are making me write down what they want me to write down.  So that’s a challenge for me because I can’t really do that. . . 

Keren, High School Student  

The school assignments that actually make writing a chore are the ones where you have everything planned out for you.  I hate writing when I have a map of what I have to write. (355)
Stacy, Middle School Student  

It’s important for me to have a choice about what to write about because I can write about my own ideas and not like I don’t have to write about what the teachers are telling me.  I can be creative and just explain the way I want to.   

I decide how I write with something that I like and I have connections with.  Like for my poem I wrote about volleyball because it’s like my favorite sport.  And my personal narrative I wrote when I moved from Arizona to KY because it was something that I wanted to write about that and I had feelings towards that.  And that’s really how I decide what I write.  

Bentley, Intermediate Student  

For me personally, I like having choice because if say my teacher wants to write about  more homework, well I might not want to write about more homework.  So I have a choice about what I want to write about.  So I don’t have to write about something I don’t need. 

Lindsey, Upper Primary Student    

Well, usually how we get started in the writer’s notebook is we—she gives us an invitation to do a heart map and put things in there and then we usually circle the ones that we like and then we can just choose one and write about it.  As we write about it we can turn that into a poem and then a log into a personal narrative or a brochure. And then we do buttons and then this one is “memories of special people” and we write around it who are like special people to us. . . . .  (and we write about things that happen to us—a little piece of what things have happened to us and then she’ll let us write a couple of those.  Then we pick if we want to do them as a personal narrative
Gabby, Middle School Student  

When I think about topics for my writing pieces, I think about what interests me or things maybe I would want to happen or past experiences that I’ve had I think would be interesting for other people to hear about.  

It’s very important for me to have a choice about what I am writing about [as a reader—replace with (. . . . writer] and that’s one of the reasons that I love language arts because I get to choose what I write about in most of my pieces and I think it helps me because most of the things that I write about I’ve had experience with so I can really talk about it from my own point of view and I have more details about it.  

Elias, Middle School Student   

Advice that I would give to teachers who are trying to help students become better writers would be to give some choice because that way students can find things that interest them and they don’t have to do something that might be completely dull to them so that they can become more interactive and would understand it better

Talking Head:  Students’ comments are also a testament to the motivational power of authentic publishing plans.

Elias-Middle School Student   

My most rewarding experience that I have had so far as a writer I think would be my memoir because it just shows how much feeling I have for my grandfather and how much of an amazing person I think he is. I’m going to give it to him and hope he keeps it for a good long while.  

Emily-High School Student   

When my teacher told me I was writing a feature article, I knew what I thought I wanted to write about cause softball is my biggest passion.  I love to play it and I know a lot about it, so it was easy for me to be able to write about it.  It took a little while for me to figure out that was what I was going to write about—narrow it down into just what I wrote about—pitching softball. . . . I think given a choice to write for my article instead of being a prompt was a lot easier because I was more interested in what I was writing.  It was easier for me to be able to write about it.  It was—I mean it was more interesting and it was fun for me to write about it—something that I like to do. (The piece will be put into a little magazine that my class is putting together.  And it’s exciting because students are going to be able to see it and I just hope they enjoy it.  It’s going to be a full magazine and we’re kind of mocking it to a Current Science that we read and we really enjoy those so hope people enjoy our magazine. 

Lindsey-Upper Primary Student 

Here’s this contest going out.  You can get your poem in this book.  It has all these poems and they have to read it and see if it’s good before they can put it in the book.  So usually that is where I am going with one of my poems right now. 
Katherine-Intermediate Student   

this is final copy of my poem—right here.  I’m going to keep one copy and the other copy I already sent to a contest.  So that’s what I have done with that.  And with my persuasive letter, I ‘m going to give it to my mom and dad so that it might be able to persuade them. 

Keshawn-Upper Primary Student  (
I feel like I can succeed every time I just write one word and I just can write anything.  It could be like stories about aliens, flying aliens, or crazy monkeys and I’ll just succeed.  I like to write fiction stories like pickles talking or monkeys dancing or elephants writing a poem.  I just like to write a lot about fiction things and that’s what actually helps me about writing.  And I feel like I can succeed every time I just write something. When I grow up, I want to write a whole book about sports to get people going and to get them to be healthy and to get them to want to exercise and to ---cause a lot of people like to just stay in and play video games and game boys and all a lot.  And so I want to get them out and going so they can be more healthy and feel good and not be hungry all the time. 

Channing-Middle School Student   

I feel good about my pers. . .no my grandparents day letter last year.  We wrote to our grandparents and like a certain grandparent that we like a lot and why.  It was a lot of fun writing because I was thinking about all the fun memories I had of my grandparents.  

. We did send the letter. My grandmother—she was so happy and she had like tears because she was—she just adored that letter—she treasures it.  

These students see themselves as writers.  They have worked with teachers who “teach the writer.”  Their comments about their preferences as writers and plans for their finished pieces indicate that they see value in what they have written.  

