Chapter Two: MOTIVATION             Introduction Script for “talking head”
Students need to see themselves as writers.  They need to develop their own writing tasks and feel the power of written communication through writing pieces driven by authentic publishing plans.  Teachers who focus on teaching writers see their students as writers.  They give students choices about what they write.  They invite students to ask their own questions; make decisions about audience, purpose, and/or form for their pieces; and develop original ideas.  Teachers who focus on teaching the writer use writing-to-learn activities to help students capture their own thinking, questions, and meaning from content taught and model how to use those captured thoughts to develop unique writing tasks.  They help students discover ways to “publish” their writing, such as class anthologies, read-alouds, letters mailed, contests entered, pieces given as gifts, letters-to-the editor sent to publications, and class magazines.  

How do teachers help students see themselves as writers?  What actually motivates student writers?  How do teachers help students develop their own writing tasks?  Hear what educators and students have to say.  Then view excerpts of classroom lessons addressing these issues.
