Chapter Three:  Prewriting    Script for Button 2: Students
Talking Head:  Listen as students across grade levels talk about the various ways in which they approach prewriting to begin to develop their ideas for pieces.
Rachel-4th grade   

We use webs a lot and T charts.  We use T charts a lot in any kind of subject.  But we used the graphic organizer with writing the most. . . . . The focus wheel—it was for like in my persuasive writing I used animal shelters so we fill out every part of the wheel as a part of animal shelters for mine. . . . . It helps me actually generate—I’m actually thinking about it—to show what types I want in my writing.   

Elias-7th grade     

My teacher helped me in the writing of my feature article just like organize it a little better.  Like she gave us little sheets and everything to like we had to write down an introduction in one section and pre-survey and experiment in all the other sections.  So like our feature article would be more organizedAnd then we’re writing like a personal narrative or like a short story or something, they’ll give us like a 4-block piece of paper and we’ll have an opening.  We’ll have like 3 details under it or at the topic and put 3 details down and that just helps you organize it because you already have it there.  While you’re thinking, you just write stuff down and that just helps us organize our thoughts.  
Derek, Middle School Student 

To plan for our feature article our teacher gave us a couple of sheets to write like what the paragraph’s going to be about, what do we need to add, the title, and everything and sources.  And we just wrote it on that before we started typing and writing just to organize it in paragraphs and everything

I got my information from the encyclopedias, Internet and usually we just use sources that—Internet Web sites that had dot EDU or something that’s not dot COM because EDU is more of like college—it has more true information than other Web sites.  

Hannah-kindergarten  (Andes, Western Elementary, interviews tape) 

(3208) T:  Hannah, when you begin to write, what is the easiest part of writing for you?

H:  Well, my picture.

T:  And how does that help you in your writing?

H: Well, it helps my writing look neater and pretty.

T:  Does it help you form ideas?  Does that—when you look at your picture, does that help you in any way with the word that you’re going to choose?  How does it do that?

H:  I look at my paper and if I don’t have anything down here, I look—I think and see if there is anything—something that I would—that I notice and it looks like something I’ve done.  And then I remember.

T:  So that helps you remember ideas that you might could use in your writing.  Okay.

Katherine-4th grade   

I decided to write about a sleepover but it’s a spa sleepover with one of my best friends.  And I decided on that topic because last year with my persuasive writing I did a sleepover then, too, but this time I think I can make it better because I didn’t persuade my mom last time.  So I’m gonna try it again to see if I can persuade her this timeI planned my---doing a focus wheel in my writer’s notebook.  Here it is. ..right here and so I brainstormed but some of the ideas I didn’t like.  So when I redid it for this, I took away some of the ideas I didn’t like anymore and that’s how I got my idea) 

Cole-6th grade    

My teachers will make us feel what the audience needs to know because my teachers will like you know when we are talking about a certain subject, they’ll say, “Why?  Why this—why that?  Why would you put that down?  Why do you think that?”  That’s getting you to express yourself a little more down on a piece of paper.  
Emily-10th grade  

Softball is really big, but pitching, that’s what I do.  I knew it could connect to science easier because there is a lot of involvement especially in energy and acceleration, and I knew that would probably make for a better feature article and people would be more—inform people better and be more interesting. When I was researching, I looked into my textbook because I could find a lot of information over like energy and stuff that I didn’t already know about pitching.  I looked on a couple of Web sites and looked for some more pitching information.  I already knew a lot about it.  I just wanted some background that I could use for references and different stuff like that—mostly I used my textbook for different scientific explanations, I guess

Keren-12th grade  

My senior research paper is about squatting, which is—that’s when people find an abandoned building or an abandoned piece of land and decide to reclaim it as their own.  So I’ve been doing case studies in Germany and in Amsterdam and in South America and a few in the U.S., particularly in New York City and San Francisco.  Just compiling stories from squatters around the world—putting them into one paper. 

Rachel-4th Grade   

.I like to write poems that are real and sometimes I write poems about what I’m doing and poems about what is happening and stuff like that.  And so I look through non-fiction books to see what’s the true facts and what’s not, so that helps me with what to put in my poem.  (4949)

Janessa-12th grade  

In writing a lot of pieces, I feel that my best piece of writing so far is my I-search paper that I’m still in the process of tweaking it but I really like that paper because it relates to me a lot—and it’s also talking about a point in history that many people don’t consider.  What my I-Search paper is about is a time period in black history between when the Emancipation Proclamation was declared and when the Harlem Renaissance started.  And when you go in the history books and you read everything and read about black history, that is the time zone or time period that really has a gap in black history.  I wanted to really look into that time and see what was going on in black history because if you really read some books and go in depth you do find a lot of information. 

