Chapter Three:  Prewriting    Script for Button 3: Classrooms

Talking Head:  To get an overview of what prewriting often involves, our glimpse into classrooms starts at the beginning of a mini-lesson in an intermediate language arts class.  Kelly Danhauer is reviewing with her 4th grade students the prewriting strategies they have been through prior to drafting their persuasive letters.

Kelly Danhauer’s 5th 

So we’ve chosen a topic from our writer’s notebook and then we did what?  We pulled out a writing idea out and then what did we have to do?  What did we have to do as a writer?  Matthew, do you remember?  (student off camera)  You had to do your persuasive map.  But before you did your persuasive map, where you thought through your ideas, you just did what?  (student off camera)  You made your focus wheel, brainstorming all the reasons you have for your idea.  So you did your focus wheel, you did your persuasive map, and many of you started the drafting process.  Right? . . . . .

Talking Head:  Now let’s join Gaye Foster as she leads her chemistry students through a prewriting activity for their feature articles in which they analyze the audience.

Gaye Foster’s High School Chemistry Classroom  

List things that your audience already knows about your idea/topic.  And then the box next to it says list what your audience needs to know about your idea/topic.  So would you copy that into your notebooks right now.  You can split the page

shots of students writing in their notebooks  

Patrick, would you read that first heading in that split there?

Patrick List things that your audience already knows about your idea/topic.

Now that one is going to be a little easier for you to do than that second side there.  We’re going to do a little peer work and then we are going to do whole group work.  So Denise, will you read the heading of the second one for me, please. 

Denise List what your audience needs to know about your idea/topic.

So this is what you need to do.  Make your list.  Start with what feels the most comfortable and what you feel most familiar with.  Maybe the right side is a little bit easier.  What you feel your audience needs to know or what your audience already knows.  You have great topics.  You’ve done the little slice the pie.  We have things like DNA fingerprinting.  We have the chemistry, like team chemistry.  We have great topics like LED lighting—things like that, so what I need you to do now is spend some time brainstorming and listing these things.  So would you do that for me now?  

Voice Over while students are writing

) Teaching students about the awareness of audience and purpose—one of the things that is important is by giving them the opportunity to choose their own topics they have a purpose right there.  But you also have to make them—or teach them how to analyze that audience.  Who would want to know this?  Why would they want to know it?  Why does that matter? And this is where the critical thinking, higher level thinking, of your science Core Content comes into play because they have to connect it outside of the four walls of your classroom. 
Back to teacher in classroom
Now what we are going to do is something you really like to do and that’s talking.  And whenever you are just talking about your writing, you’re still writing—prewriting.  It’s up here.  You are still thinking about your writing.  It is probably some of the best kind of writing to do.  The best part of writing.  So I want you to do now is to share your list with your peers there.  You’re in groups already so only one at a time talk but everybody that’s talking needs to have their pen in hand because somebody is going to talk back to you in a few minutes.  And if there’s some things they would like to know about your topic, what do you do?  You write it down, that’s right.  So it might be what they don’t know and they need to know.  But it might be that they already know so I want you to fill up your little box texts a little bit more and let’s just have some time—now I care it goes as far as the talking as long as the talking is about the topic for the writing.  Got it?  Are there any questions about this?  Any questions about what you need to do?  So we are going to hear really good conversation.  What are the two headings?  Already know and things they need to know.  Got it?  

*************************************************************************************************************

Talking Head:  Amy Grimm and her 5th grade students are working on persuasive letters.  As we join Amy’s classroom, her mini-lesson focuses on planning the idea development for the pieces by analyzing the needs of the audience.  She models analytical thinking for students by using her own persuasive piece.
The next thing we are going to do is we are going to really analyze our audience. Okay, we are really going to think about who this person is we are writing to…or that we are trying to convince. . . . Okay, as a writer it is also important to think about our audience’s needs and what our audience may object to or reasons that they may say no.  Okay, when we think about who our audience is, whether it is Grace writing to the Advertising Campaign Director for Abercrombie or whether I decide to write my persuasive letter to Mrs. Harris asking her to have the ride your bikes to school day, I really have to think about and think through all the reasons my audience would say no.  Okay.  The reason we want to do that and think about all the reasons our audience would object and the reasons they say no is that in our letters as a writer we want to try to head off any of their objections with really good, supported solutions

 Okay, writers address their audience’s needs by developing, just what I said, specific solutions to their arguments or objections. Okay,  let’s look at a model and what I did, just like I said, I had chosen my seed to do the Ride Your Bike to School Day and I thought it would be a great idea for all of us to be able to ride our bikes to school—all of the students at Harmony Elementary.  And so what I did in my writer’s notebook is I went through and started going through the process as a writer and the same process I am going to ask you to go through as a writer today during your work time.  First, I started off by looking at my opinion and what my reasons were, then I thought a little bit about some of those specific reasons and how I could support them.  I’ve written my clearly desired outcome and then I started thinking about my audience—which I think my audience is pretty tough because I think convincing Mrs. Harris that is safe enough for all of you to ride your bikes to school might not be an easy task.
So let’s look carefully at what I have written today as a model—and this is exactly what I am going to ask you to do as a writer when we break from the carpet.  So I want you to stay really focused.  This is my opinion and my reasons.  I said a Ride Your Bike to School Day will bring about many positive results, not only for our students but for our Goshen community as a whole.  We could raise awareness for exercise among children and the many health benefits of daily exercise.  We could increase the knowledge level of our students and community about bike safety as both the biker and drivers on the road.  It would be a valuable opportunity to involve community leaders and the fire department and local police in a school activity.  They could assist students in their route to school by helping to manage traffic and ensure the safety of all children.  

Okay, I went back over those reasons that I read and I realized that health benefits and bike safety might be something that my audience Mrs. Harris would say “What health benefits do you get from riding your bike to school?”  Or she might say, “What bike safety are you talking about?  So, automatically and immediately, as a writer I would say you know what I need to address this so that my audience cannot say no at the end of the letter. So what I did was I turned in my notebook to the next blank page and I just started listing a couple of the health benefits and a couple of the things we could learn about bike safety.  So you can see for health benefits that I said well you would increase your breathing and help you build stronger lungs.  Peddling would engage your leg and your ab muscles and increase their strength.  It increases your cardiovascular strength for a stronger more healthy heart. Now, those are the only three health benefits that I just knew off the top of my head.  Okay.  If I go into the process and continue to collect, I might need to do a little bit of research on specifically what muscles might bike peddling help or how cardiovascular strength is increased by riding a bike.  I know that it is healthy for you—lots of people do it for exercise but I would want to find specifics.  (1939)
Talking Head voice over:  Amy continues sharing her thinking about how to develop ideas in her piece and then concludes when she sends her students off to do the same kind of work collecting ideas for their drafts.

And so your model, using the model for support, you are going to collect those three segments that I just shared with you from my notebook.  The first thing that you are going to be collecting is your opinion with those specific, valid reasons.  Remember, it is not going to be cause everybody else has one.  Valid reasons.  Then I want to see that clearly state purpose just like you saw in my writer’s notebook and then finally the most important work for today is how are you going to address the needs of your audience.  How are you going to convince them that you idea for whatever you want them to do, to buy, or to believe is right.  Okay, how are you going to address their objections

Talking Head:  During writing workshop in a 1-2 primary classroom, Meredith Schroeder helps a student to gather information from Internet research.  Her conferencing emphasizes the need for students to comprehend the materials they are reading and the need for teachers at all grade levels to assist students with paraphrasing to avoid plagiarism.   
*************************************************************************************************************

Talking Head voice-over:   Meredith continues to question to help her student understand difficult text on the computer Web site and then concludes the conference, reminding him to write down ideas in his own words that he might be able to use when drafting later. 

so what might you do if you are researching and find some information you want to use in your piece of writing, is there anything you might need so you can write that information down? a piece of paper so you can’t forget.  So go get a piece of paper so you can write down the ideas and put them in your own words.

In each of the classrooms just visited, prewriting instruction led students to higher level thinking before writing.  

