Chapter Three: PREWRITING                           Introduction Script for “talking head”

Prewriting is about gathering information, thinking, and organizing—and students need ample time to do that.  Teachers who focus on teaching the writer invite their students to collect information and explore their thoughts during writing-to-learn activities.  They raise questions for students to consider as they begin to develop ideas.  As a part of prewriting, teachers assist students in analyzing their targeted audiences to determine what their readers will want and/or need to know in order to accomplish the specific purpose of their pieces. They invite students to research through reading, observing, listening, interviewing, searching the Web, thinking, and exploring personal memories; and they encourage students to discuss their ideas with others.  They provide students with graphic organizers to use as they plan.  Though appropriate prewriting takes time, the reward comes when less conferencing and revision are needed after the first draft. Listen to what educators and students have to say about prewriting and idea development.  Then view excerpts of classroom lessons focused on this concept.

