Chapter One   3 TYPES OF WRITING                   Introduction  “talking head”

Introduction 

Students need the opportunity to write for different audiences and different purposes.  Teachers should plan units of study that provide opportunities for students to write to learn, write to demonstrate learning, and write for publication.  

Through mini-lessons and class discussion, teachers who focus on teaching the writer help students understand the concepts of audience and purpose as they relate to pieces written for publication.  

In writing-to-learn activities, the primary audience is one’s self and the purpose is often to connect personally to content presented, to question, to reflect, or to access prior knowledge.  In this kind of writing students’ thinking skills begin to develop and blossom.

In writing to demonstrate learning, the audience is usually a teacher or “reader” employed by a testing contractor and the purpose is for students to show what they know about content and/or process in a given discipline. Sometimes the purpose is also to show what they know about writing skills and grammar.

 In writing for publication, students use what they know to address an audience of readers beyond the teacher for a multitude of purposes, such as persuade, entertain, instruct, or inform.  They demonstrate the ability to meet the needs of that audience through the content and organization of the piece, as well as through their sentence structure, use of language, and grammar skills.

Listen to educators discuss how they plan units that include writing and how they address the concepts of audience and purpose with students.  Then see what students have to say and view excerpts of classroom lessons focused on these concepts.

