Chapter Five: REVISING & EDITING                     Script for Button 2:  Students

Talking Head:  Once students have drafted pieces, they need to learn to make appropriate decisions about revising and editing to meet the needs of their readers.  The students you are about to meet, kindergarten through 12th grade, are discussing the ways they approach revision and editing and decisions they have made as writers 

REVISION 

Janessa-High School 

So when it comes to sharing my personal pieces or any piece that I write, I really do take in what other people say, because that’s who I’m writing it for.  I’m writing it for the readers.  And so, I listen to their input and what they’re looking for—what they would want to read—so that when I go back and change it I will make it to where—It will bring more people to want to read it and even more people will want to read it and more people will want to share it with other people.  So when it comes to sharing pieces, I have to become comfortable with other people reading it. But once they give me their input, I don’t take it personal because it is for the writing not for the person.  So I apply what they say a lot of times. 

Katherine-Intermediate 
(. . .on my first draft, I just put down my ideas in a form and then I started revising and doing ARMS (add, remove, move, and substitute) and then it helped me understand and then reading models helped me understand the shape it should form eventually (I added more descriptive language like before on my poem I said “bright sun” but then I added “glimmering” to make it sound more magical—so I thought it should sound a little magical.  So instead of “bright sun disappearing away behind the hills” I wrote “glimmering sun disappearing far away behind the hills.” (. 

Elias-Middle School Student                 

To help me make revision decisions, I think what would sound best for this particular piece because what would sound good for a feature article might not also sound good in a personal narrative or some other form of narrative writing.(333)
When I try to make improvements and revise a piece, I just look for places where I can add some more descriptive words and give some more detail and imagery in the piece to make it more detailed. 

My teacher has little mini lessons and everything.  For our memoir, she had us take a copy of our memoir and then we had to highlight everything that we thought would get a little more improvement and get more detailed and everything. So after I did that, I realized that my memoir could have been much better if I added more detail.  So I did.  
Lindsey-Primary Student        

Sometimes when I just say like first I did a poem about pearl white I knew I wasn’t finished because I didn’t really describe it really well.  I said something that nobody knows about, they wouldn’t know what it was because I just told the name of it.  So I went back and I did some things to make it more describing 
Keren-High School Student                   

I didn’t really learn what revising was until my sophomore year.  I actually remember the one piece that changed my perspective on this completely.  It was a piece I wrote about my father called “Walking Revolution,” and that piece was just so hard to write.  It took so much out of me.  So I spent days writing it because I needed it do it.  It was a hurdle I had to overcome, not as a writer but just as a daughter of my father.  So after I got that done, I actually applied to Governor’s School for the Arts that same year, and I took it to them for my piece that I would read out loud.  I think it was the first time I ever read it to anyone.  And just like I was sitting there and they asked me what does revising mean to you.  They asked me the same question.  And I said, I have no idea what it means to me because this is the first piece I have written, but I hope that this piece will be the start of a new journey.  So that summer I got into GSA and I went and it was the first time that I learned how important it is to revise, and it was the first I learned that writing is a real art and that it deserves a lot of attention and it can’t be something that you scribble down then just leave to get wet in the rain.  You have to constantly think about it and you have to constantly go back and make it as wonderful as you can make it. 
Keshawn-Primary Student 

I thought of my favorite color and then I just started thinking about things that are made with my favorite color like green is my favorite color.  So I started thinking of grass and trees and t-shirts and leaves, and a lot of things that are pretty much green.  I just started taking it away and made a whole big poem about it that’s about 20 or 21 lines probably less.  

I put “green is” before every subject in the poem and so when I read it it didn’t sound so well.  And I think it was because of the “green is.” So I took “green is” off a couple of the subjects so it would sound better and so I could get it to be successful and it sounded better—much better.  

Bentley-Intermediate Student     

I added at the end after “dark deep water rubbing against slippery rocks,” I added “sun goes down—lakes go still” (skip over my question—why?) because I needed a closing for my poem and I thought that would because in the beginning “lakes glistened in the sun” and I was talking about when the sun comes up, it looks like the water sparkles and then so—that’s why I added that for a good closing. 
Emily-High School Student                 

After I wrote my first draft, I knew I needed a little bit more scientific and more softball into it.  I needed to make more of a connection and a little bit more interesting facts instead of just telling them about a connection—telling them more about what more of a pitcher does—instead of just all science.  I need to add more, guess, life into it.  

I knew that by reading my piece over and I talked to Mrs. Foster and she kinda helped me along about my tone of how I was writing and I guess I talked to some friends and they helped me like, “Well, what does this mean?”  “What does a pitcher do about this?” and “How does she do this?”  I guess just a lot of that helped with me—being able to realize what I needed to put more into it.  

My second draft is very different from my first draft.  It’s more detailed.  It’s more indepth, it’s longer, it’s more personal.  It’s got more relations to science and to personal life and it’s just a lot better.  It’s more detailed, I guess.  It’s more like an article. 

EDITING

Rachel-Intermediate Student      

When I edit, I use CUPS—capitalization, usage, punctuation, and spelling. so that I know what to change in my writing.

Katherine-Intermediate Student 

. .  Sometimes I have a hard time with spelling.  So I used the computer ABC check and I asked friends to help me spell the words and my teacher.  And something else that I had to do at editing was I consider editing figuring out where the line breaks will be so that helped me a lot, too. We took our poem apart and we spread them out like this to put it sound better like “in the air, colorful dry leaves—jumping, drifting instead of “in the air, colorful dry leaves jumping drifting.  We got this manilla piece of paper and we spread them out so that it would better for instance it would sound better. 

Stephen-Kindergarten Student      

T:  Stephen, I noticed in your writing that some words were added.  Can you tell me about that?  Why did you do that?

S:  Cause I forgot to put the word in.
T:  So what is this called?  Do you remember what this is called?  

S:  A carat

T;  So you used a carat to add a few words. So did those words make your story clearer for the reader?

S:  Yes.

Bailey-Intermediate Student       

When I peer conference, we like—first we read each other’s pieces and make sure that it makes sense and make sure that we didn’t forget a word.  And then we add things in—just add in punctuation and capitalization and make sure that it all makes sense and that it’s easy for people to understand. Editing is important because you may have spelled a word wrong or not put the right punctuation in and it would sound wrong.  And you may not have put in a period—it’s just hard for the reader to understand.  

Talking Head:  When students are developing pieces of writing for publication, revision and editing should not be optional.  Teachers who “teach the writer” help students understand that these are important parts of a process in which they continue to meet the needs of their targeted audiences.
