Introduction for the Entire DVD

Welcome to Teaching the Writer: What Students Need, an instructional DVD created and produced for the Kentucky Department of Education by the Collaborative for Teaching and Learning.  

The purpose of this instructional resource is to emphasize the importance of “teaching the writer” and to highlight the needs of student writers and ways effective teachers address those needs.  The audience for the DVD might be district-level and school-level administrators, teachers (both new and experienced), school-based councils members, and parents.

The DVD is organized by “chapters” and includes footage from candid interviews with educators and students, kindergarten through Grade 12, as well as footage from classrooms across the curriculum and grade levels.  Each “chapter” has links to three videos, a list of resources, and key ideas related to the topic of the chapter.   

Districts and schools may consider a variety of uses for the various DVD chapters—

· To provide rationale for instructional practices that “teach the writer”

· To elicit collegial discussion during staff meetings 

· To facilitate professional development sessions

· To train new teachers and administrators

· To inform parents 

It is our hope that this instructional DVD will prompt administrators and teachers to consider ways to provide students with the skills, knowledge, and confidence necessary to become independent thinkers and writers.

