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Intermediate Education

The intermediate grades, most often viewed as grades four and five, build upon the integrated
approach to curriculum that begins in a student’s primary years. The intermediate program sets
high expectations for all students through a rigorous curriculum that focuses on Kentucky’s
Learning Goals, Academic Expectations and the developmental characteristics of pre-
adolescent children.

The fourth-grade program continues to address the intellectual, social, emotional, aesthetic and
physical needs of fourth-grade students, thereby supporting their successful transition from the
primary program. The fifth-grade program provides a continuation and extension of learning
from the primary and fourth-grade programs and prepares student for transition to the middle
level program.

Content charts included in this document for the intermediate level are arranged sequentially by
grade. However, it is the prerogative of school councils to reorganize the content into a format
that best meets the needs of the school’s students. This allows schools the opportunity to create
integrated, interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary programs.
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Program of Studies — Inquiry and Research — Intermediate

Embedded within each content area are Inquiry and Research standards.

Big Idea: Inquiry and Research

The Big Idea for Inquiry and Research states: the inquiry process is an authentic method of learning that
includes activities such as self-selecting topics, formulating authentic questions, gathering information,
researching resources, crafting experiments, observing, interviewing, evaluating information, analyzing and
synthesizing data, and communicating findings and conclusions. The information-gathering stage is a self-
directed process that is owned by the engaged learner. Individually and collaboratively, students work for a
particular purpose, such as to discuss a text, solve a problem, make a decision, reach new understandings,
and/or create products.

Academic Expectations

5.1

5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5
6.1
6.2

6.3

1.1

2.37

Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing, evaluating, and
comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations.

Students use creative thinking skills to develop or invent novel, constructive ideas or products.
Students organize information to develop or change their understanding of a concept.
Students use a decision-making process to make informed decisions among options.
Students use problem-solving processes to develop solutions to relatively complex problems.
Students connect knowledge and experiences from different subject areas.

Students use what they already know to acquire new knowledge, develop new skills, or interpret
new experiences.

Students expand their understanding of existing knowledge by making connections with new
knowledge, skills, and experiences.

Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools such as interviews and surveys to find the information
they need to meet specific demands, explore interests, or solve specific problems.

Students demonstrate skills and work habits that lead to success in future schooling and work.

Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

the inquiry process is used to investigate topics or questions important to the researcher.
Questions are redefined throughout the learning process. The researcher may revise the
guestion, refine a line of query, or go in a direction that the original question did not anticipate.
many methods of and sources for investigation exist, including interview, observation, survey,
viewing, experimenting, and critical reading. The ability to synthesize meaning is the creative
spark that forms new knowledge.

inquiry integrates elements and processes of reading, writing, research, creative and critical
thinking, and logic, and involves communicating findings through a product.

collaboration involves sharing new ideas with others. Shared knowledge is a community-building
process, and the meaning of research/investigation takes on greater relevance in the context of
the learner's society. Comparing notes, discussing conclusions, and sharing experiences are all
examples of this process in action.

reflection is ongoing and integral to the inquiry and research processes and involves taking the
time to look back at the question, the research strategy, and the conclusions made. The learner
evaluates, makes observations, and possibly makes new decisions.
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Program of Studies — Arts and Humanities — Fourth Grade

The arts and humanities program in the fourth grade continues to center on an exploration of
the art forms of dance, drama/theatre, music and visual arts. Emphasis should be placed on
exposing students to a variety of arts through active experiences in all four art forms. This
exploration includes a beginning of literacy development in the arts content areas, basic level
analysis and critique of the arts, and active creating and performing in the arts.

Students should have the opportunity to learn about the arts in the context of creating and
performing. As students create and perform, they learn that the arts are basic to human
communication and that they can use the arts to communicate specific meaning through their
choices in the use of various arts elements and principles of design.

The arts and humanities content standards at the fourth grade level are directly aligned with
Kentucky's broad standards called the Academic Expectations. The Academic Expectations
are directly related to the National Standards for Arts Education (1994).

Arts and humanities grade level content standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that
are important to the arts disciplines. The five big ideas in arts and humanities are: Structures in
the Arts, Humanity in the Arts, Purposes for Creating the Arts, Processes in the Arts and
Interrelationships Among the Arts. The Big Ideas are conceptual organizers for arts and
humanities and are similar at each grade level to ensure students have multiple opportunities
throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to each Big Idea.

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Knowledge/Understandings that represent
overarching generalizations linked to the Big Ideas of the arts and humanities. The
understandings represent the desired results - what learning will focus upon and what
knowledge students will be able to explain or apply. Understandings can be used to frame
development of units of study and lesson plans.

Skills and concepts describe ways that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skills and concepts for arts and humanities are fundamental to arts
literacy and proficiency, and build on prior learning.

The three arts processes of creating, performing and responding to the arts provide a basis for
deep understanding and appreciation of the arts. In the processes of creating and performing, a
variety of technologies are employed, ranging from primitive technologies to cutting edge
electronic and digital technologies.

Creating involves planning and creating new music, dance, drama/theatre or visual arts, or it
may involve improvising in music, dance or drama/theatre. Improvising is the composing of new
music, reciting/acting new dramatic material, or creating new dance movements on the spur of
the moment.

Performing is limited to the performing arts of music, dance and drama/theatre. Performing
involves presenting previously created works for an audience. Although the process of
performing involves following a creative plan conceived by a composer, playwright or
choreographer, there is still opportunity for creative interpretations in the performance.

Responding to the arts involves responses on multiple levels. The arts are a tool for
communication and are capable of delivering meaning through literal and emotional content.
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Responding to the emotional content of artworks involves actually feeling the emotion(s) set
forth by the creator. Responding can also involve intellectual analysis of works of art in regard to
their design, effectiveness and quality.

Academic Expectations 2.25 and 2.26 bring forward the study of the humanities in the arts.
The arts reflect time, place and society and offer a mirror to the human experience. The
powerful communication qualities of the arts also enable them to be a factor that can drive the
human experience. Study of historical and cultural contexts in the arts is an essential and
integral part of instruction across all the art forms and across all grade levels.

Fourth grade students should have the opportunity to experience the arts of various cultures
around the world, but specific study should focus on influences in the early history of America
and the United States, specifically Native American arts, West African arts, Appalachian arts;
how the arts are part of these cultures and purposes they have served in those cultures.
Students will also study European arts that influenced arts in the American Colonial period.

*Social studies content has a definitive focus on Kentucky history and culture during the fourth

grade, so a heavier emphasis on the arts of Kentucky, as well as Appalachian arts and folk arts
can be incorporated in the fourth grade arts and humanities curriculum.
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Big Idea: Structure in the Arts

Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other
larger concepts in the arts. Structures that artists use include elements and principles of each art form,
tools, media and subject matter that impact artistic products, and specific styles and genre that provide a
context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these structural components in the creative process
that results in a distinctively expressive work. Students make choices about how to use structural
organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students understand, the greater their
ability to produce, interpret, or critique artworks from other artists, cultures, and historical periods.

Academic Expectations

1.12  Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.13  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

1.14  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

1.15  Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

2.23  Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted
standards.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the elements of music, dance and drama are intentionally applied in creating and performing.
e the elements and principles of design of visual art are intentionally applied in creating works of
art.
e responding to or critiquing works of art involves an understanding of elements, principles, and
structures appropriate to each area of the arts.
e existing and emerging technologies can inspire new applications of structural components.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will
e recognize and identify elements of music (rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, form, timbre,
dynamics) using musical terminology
e use the elements of music while performing, singing, playing instruments, moving, listening,
reading music, writing music and creating music independently and with others
listen to and explore how changing different elements results in different musical effects
recognize, describe and compare various styles of music (spirituals, game songs, folk songs,
work songs, lullabies, patriotic, bluegrass)

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Dance

Students will
e recognize and identify elements of dance (space, time, force) and basic dance forms using dance
terminology

e use the elements of dance in creating, copying and performing patterns of movement
independently and with others

e observe, describe and demonstrate locomotor (e.g. walk, run, skip, gallop) and nonlocomotor
(e.g. bend, stretch, twist, swing) movements
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Big Idea: Structure in the Arts — Continued

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will

recognize and identify elements of drama (literary, technical, performance) using drama/theatre
terminology

use the elements of drama in creating and performing dramatic works independently and with
others

observe, describe and apply creative dramatics (improvisation, mimicry, pantomime, role playing
and story telling) in a variety of situations

explore a variety of dramatic works (e.g., theater and dramatic media — film, television)

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will

recognize and describe elements of art (line, shape, form, texture, color) and principles of design
(emphasis, pattern, balance, contrast) using visual art terminology

use the elements of art and principles of design in creating artworks independently and with others
explore, describe and compare elements of art (e.g., line, shape, form, texture, primary and
secondary colors, color schemes) and principles of design (e.g., focal point, pattern, balance,
contrast) in two and three dimensional artworks

identify a variety of subject matter (e.g., landscape, portrait, still life)
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Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts

The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings, and ideals of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows
one to experience time, place and/or personality. By experiencing the arts of various cultures, students
can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings and ideas of those cultures. Students also have the
opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and
the arts of other cultures and historical periods. Studying the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the
arts offers students an opportunity to understand the world past and present, and to learn to appreciate
their own cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across cultures and
historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts.

Academic Expectations

2.24  Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate creativity
and the contributions of the arts and humanities.

2.25 Inthe products they make and the performances they present, students show that they
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages,
literature, and history.

2.26  Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they
share some common experiences and attitudes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the arts are powerful tools for understanding human experiences both past and present.
e the arts help us understand others’ (often very different) ways of thinking, working and expressing
ourselves.
e the arts play a major role in the creation and defining of cultures and building civilizations.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will
e associate music they listen to or perform with specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian,
West African); describe in simple terms how the music reflects the cultures
e associate music they listen to or perform with the Colonial American period in history; describe in
simple terms how the music reflects the Colonial American time period
e describe the music of specific cultures using music terminology

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Dance
Students will
e associate dances they observe or perform with specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian,
West African); describe in simple terms how dances reflect the cultures
e associate dances they observe or perform with the Colonial American period in history; describe
in simple terms how dances reflect the Colonial American time period
e describe the dance of specific cultures using dance terminology

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will
e associate story telling, myths, legends, or folktales they experience or perform with specific
cultures (Native American, Appalachian, West African); describe how literature and oral tradition
reflect the cultures
e associate folktales, legends, or myths they experience or perform with the Colonial American
period in history; describe how literature and oral tradition reflect the Colonial American time
period
e describe story telling, myths, legends, or folktales of specific cultures using drama/theatre
terminology
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Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts — Continued

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will
e associate artworks they experience or create with specific cultures (Native American,
Appalachian, West African); describe in simple terms how the art of these cultures reflects the
cultures
e associate artworks they experience or create with the Colonial American period in history;
describe how the art of the American Colonies reflects the Colonial American time period (e.g.,
European influences in American visual art)
e describe artworks of specific cultures using visual art terminology
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Big Idea: Purposes for Creating the Arts

The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts
to communicate on a basic human level, they continue to serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts
are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell stories in a narrative
manner, to imitate nature and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals,
celebrations and commemorations. Additionally, they are used for recreation and to support recreational
activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles through their own creations and performances
and through those of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts and
use them for a variety of purposes in society.

Academic Expectations

1.12  Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.13  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

1.14  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

1.15  Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

2.22  Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.

2.26  Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they
share some common experiences and attitudes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the arts fulfill a variety of purposes in society (e.g., to present issues and ideas, to entertain, to
teach or persuade, to design, plan and beautify).
e the arts have value and significance for daily life. They provide personal fulfillment, whether in
career settings, avocational pursuits, or leisure.
e the arts provide forms of nonverbal communication that can strengthen the presentation of ideas
and emotions.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Music

Students will
e identify purposes for which music is created (e.g., ceremonial, recreational, artistic expression)
e listen to and perform music created to fulfill a variety of specific purposes

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Dance

Students will
e identify purposes for which dance is created (e.g., ceremonial, recreational, artistic expression)
e observe and perform dance created to fulfill a variety of specific purposes

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will
e identify purposes for which dramatic works are created (e.g., sharing the human experience,
passing on tradition and culture, recreational, artistic expression)
e observe and perform dramatic works created to fulfill a variety of specific purposes

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts

Students will
e identify purposes for which artworks are created (e.g., ceremonial, artistic expression, narrative,
functional)

e create new and experience artworks designed to fulfill a variety of specific purposes
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Big Idea: Processes in the Arts

There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works,
performing works for expressive purposes, and responding to artworks. Each process is critical and relies
on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings, or beliefs. The visual arts
capture a moment in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live
audience. The audience responds to the artistic expressions emotionally and intellectually based on the
meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, abilities, and appreciation of others.
Students involved in these processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past
and present, and for the value of artistic expression.

Academic Expectations

1.12  Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.13  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

1.14  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

1.15  Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

2.22  Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.

2.25 Inthe products they make and the performances they present, students show that they
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages,
literature, and history.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

e there are three distinct processes for involvement in the arts; creating new artworks, performing
works previously created, and responding to artworks and performances.

o full understanding and appreciation of the arts requires some degree of involvement in all three
processes.

e openness, respect for work, and an understanding of how artists apply elements and principles of
design in creating and performing are personal attitudes and skills that enhance enjoyment of the
observer.

e existing and emerging technologies can extend the reach of the art form to new audiences.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will
e be actively involved in creating and performing music alone and with others
e use knowledge of the elements of music and music terminology to describe and critique their own
performances and the performances of others
e identify possible criteria for evaluating music (e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional
impact, variety, interest)
e demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of music being
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Dance
Students will
be actively involved in creating and performing dance alone and with others
perform traditional folk dances, square dances, and ethnic dances. (Native American, West
African/African-American, Early American and folk)
e use knowledge of the elements of dance and dance terminology to describe and critique their
own performances and the performances of others
e identify possible criteria for evaluating dance (e.qg., skill of performers, originality, emotional
impact, variety, interest)
e demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of dance being
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way
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Big Idea: Processes in the Arts — Continued

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will

be actively involved in creating and performing dramatic works

use knowledge of the elements of drama and drama terminology to describe and critique their
own performances and the performances of others

identify possible criteria for evaluating dramatic works (e.qg., skill of performers, originality,
emotional impact, variety, interest)

demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of dramatic works
being performed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will

be actively involved in creating artworks

use knowledge of the elements and principles of art and art terminology to describe and critique
their own work and the work of others

identify possible criteria for evaluating visual (e.g., skill of artist, originality, emotional impact,
variety, interest)

demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of the artwork
being viewed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way

describe personal responses to artwork; explain why there might be different responses to
specific works of art
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Big Idea: Interrelationships Among the Arts

The arts share commonalities in structures, purposes, creative processes, and their ability to express
ideals, feelings and emotions. Studying interrelationships among the arts enables students to get a broad
view of the expressiveness of the art forms as a whole, and helps to develop a full appreciation of the arts
as a mirror of human kind.

Academic Expectations

1.12

1.13
1.14
1.15
2.22
2.25

2.26

Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.

In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages,
literature, and history.

Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they
share some common experiences and attitudes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

the arts are basic forms of human communication.

music, dance, drama and visual art created in common cultures and/or common historical periods
tend to reflect common attitudes, ideas, beliefs and feelings.

the arts provide forms of non-verbal communication that can strengthen the presentation of ideas
and emotions.

the modes of thinking and methods of the arts disciplines can be used to illuminate situations in
other disciplines that require creative solutions.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Arts
Students will

recognize that common terms are used in various arts (e.g., tempo in dance and music)

identify communication of common themes or ideas across different art forms

identify and explain connections between and among different art forms from the same culture or
from the same time period

describe commonalities between the arts and other subjects taught in the school (e.g.,
observation skills in visual arts and science, historical and cultural perspectives in the arts and
social studies, shape in visual art and mathematics, dance and a healthy lifestyle, fractions in
music notation and mathematics, reading music and reading words, composing music and
writing)

communicate common meaning through creating and performing in the four art forms
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Program of Studies — Arts and Humanities — Fifth Grade

The arts and humanities program in the fifth grade continues to center on an exploration of the
art forms of dance, drama/theatre, music and visual arts. Emphasis should be placed on
exposing students to a variety of arts through active experiences in all four art forms. This
exploration includes a beginning of literacy development in the arts content areas, basic level
analysis and critique of the arts, and active creating and performing in the arts.

Students should have the opportunity to learn about the arts in the context of creating and
performing. As students create and perform, they learn that the arts are basic to human
communication and that they can use the arts to communicate specific meaning through their
choices in the use of various arts elements and principles of design.

The arts and humanities content standards at the fifth grade level are directly aligned with
Kentucky's broad standards called the Academic Expectations. The Academic Expectations
are directly related to the National Standards for Arts Education (1994).

Arts and humanities grade level content standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that
are important to the arts disciplines. The five big ideas in arts and humanities are: Structures in
the Arts, Humanity in the Arts, Purposes for Creating the Arts, Processes in the Arts and
Interrelationships Among the Arts. The Big Ideas are conceptual organizers for arts and
humanities and are similar at each grade level to ensure students have multiple opportunities
throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to each Big Idea.

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Knowledge/Understandings that represent
overarching generalizations linked to the Big Ideas of the arts and humanities. The
understandings represent the desired results - what learning will focus upon and what
knowledge students will be able to explain or apply. Understandings can be used to frame
development of units of study and lesson plans.

Skills and concepts describe ways that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skills and concepts for arts and humanities are fundamental to arts
literacy and proficiency, and build on prior learning.

The three arts processes of creating, performing and responding to the arts provide a basis for
deep understanding and appreciation of the arts. In the processes of creating and performing, a
variety of technologies are employed, ranging from primitive technologies to cutting edge
electronic and digital technologies.

Creating involves planning and creating new music, dance, drama/theatre or visual arts, or it
may involve improvising in music, dance or drama/theatre. Improvising is the composing of new
music, reciting/acting new dramatic material, or creating new dance movements on the spur of
the moment.

Performing is limited to the performing arts of music, dance and drama/theatre. Performing
involves presenting previously created works for an audience. Although the process of
performing involves following a creative plan conceived by a composer, playwright or
choreographer, there is still opportunity for creative interpretations in the performance.

Responding to the arts involves responses on multiple levels. The arts are a tool for
communication and are capable of delivering meaning through literal and emotional content.
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Responding to the emotional content of artworks involves actually feeling the emotion(s) set
forth by the creator. Responding can also involve intellectual analysis of works of art in regard to
their design, effectiveness and quality.

Academic Expectations 2.25 and 2.26 bring forward the study of the humanities in the arts.
The arts reflect time, place and society and offer a mirror to the human experience. The
powerful communication qualities of the arts also enable them to be a factor that can drive the
human experience. Study of historical and cultural contexts in the arts is an essential and
integral part of instruction across all the art forms and across all grade levels.

Fifth grade students should have the opportunity to experience the arts of various cultures
around the world, but specific study should focus on influences in the early history of America
and the United States, specifically Native American arts, West African arts, Appalachian arts;
how the arts are part of these cultures and purposes they have served in those cultures.
Students will also study European arts that influenced arts in the American Colonial period.

*Social studies content has a definitive focus on the American Colonial Period in the fifth grade,

so a heavier emphasis on the arts of this period can be incorporated in the fifth grade arts and
humanities curriculum.

Program of Studies — Arts and Humanities — Fifth Grade 96



Kentucky Department of Education

Big Idea: Structure in the Arts

Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other
larger concepts in the arts. Structures that artists use include elements and principles of each art form,
tools, media and subject matter that impact artistic products and specific styles and genre that provide a
context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these structural components in the creative process
that results in a distinctively expressive work. Students make choices about how to use structural
organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students understand, the greater their
ability to produce, interpret, or critique artworks from other artists, cultures, and historical periods.

Academic Expectations

1.12  Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.13  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

1.14  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

1.15  Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

2.23  Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted
standards.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
the elements of music, dance and drama are intentionally applied in creating and performing.
the elements and principles of design of visual art are intentionally applied in creating works of art.
responding to or critiquing works of art involves an understanding of elements, principles and
structures appropriate to each area of the arts.
e existing and emerging technologies can inspire new applications of structural components.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will
e recognize and identify elements of music (rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, form, timbre,
dynamics) using musical terminology
e use the elements of music while performing, singing, playing instruments, moving, listening,
reading music, writing music and creating music independently and with others
listen to and explore how changing different elements results in different musical effects
recognize, describe and compare various styles of music (spirituals, game songs, folk songs,
work songs, lullabies, patriotic, bluegrass)

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Dance
Students will
e analyze and explain the use of elements of dance (space, time, force) and basic dance forms
using dance terminology
e use the elements of dance in creating, copying and performing patterns of movement
independently and with others
e observe, describe and demonstrate locomotor (e.g. walk, run, skip, gallop) and nonlocomotor
(e.g. bend, stretch, twist, swing) movements
e apply principles of movement (e.g., balance, initiation of movement, weight shift) when observing,
creating and performing movement skills
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Big Idea: Structure in the Arts — Continued

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre

Students will
e describe and compare elements of drama (literary, technical, performance) using drama/theatre
terminology

use the elements of drama in creating and performing dramatic works independently and with others
observe, describe and apply creative dramatics (improvisation, mimicry, pantomime, role playing
and story telling) in a variety of situations

e describe and explain characters, relationships among characters and settings as related to a
script, a scenario, or classroom dramatization

e explore a variety of dramatic works (e.g., theater and dramatic media — film, television, electronic
media)

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will
e recognize and describe elements of art (line, shape, form, texture, color) and principles of design
(emphasis, pattern, balance, contrast) using visual art terminology
use the elements of art and principles of design in creating artworks independently and with others
explore, describe and compare elements of art (e.g., line, shape, form, texture, primary and
secondary colors, color schemes/groups) and principles of design (e.g., focal point, pattern,
balance, contrast) in a variety of 2 and 3 dimensional artworks
e apply organizational structures and describe what makes them effective or not effective in
communicating ideas
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Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts

The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings and ideals of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows
one to experience time, place and/or personality. By experiencing the arts of various cultures, students
can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings and ideas of those cultures. Students also have the
opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and
the arts of other cultures and historical periods. Studying the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the
arts offers students an opportunity to understand the world past and present, and to learn to appreciate
their own cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across cultures and
historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts.

Academic Expectations

2.24

2.25

2.26

Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate creativity
and the contributions of the arts and humanities.

In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages,
literature, and history.

Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they
share some common experiences and attitudes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

the arts are powerful tools for understanding human experiences both past and present.
the arts help us understand others’ (often very different) ways of thinking, working, and
expressing ourselves.

the arts play a major role in the creation and defining of cultures and building civilizations.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will

associate music they listen to or perform with specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian,

West African); describe how the music reflects the cultures

associate music they listen to or perform with the Colonial American period in history; describe

how the music reflects the Colonial American time period (e.g. work songs, patriotic songs, folk
music; European influences)

describe distinguishing characteristics of the music of specific cultures using music terminology
(e.g., polyrhythms in African music not in Native American)

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Dance
Students will

associate dances they observe or perform with specific cultures (Native American, Appalachian,
West African); describe how dances reflect the cultures (e.g., hunting dances from Native
American and West African cultures)

associate dances they observe or perform with the Colonial American period in history; describe
how dances reflect the Colonial American time period (e.g., social dances, square dancing)
describe the dance of specific cultures using dance terminology
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Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts — Continued

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will
e associate folktales, legends or myths they experience or perform with specific cultures (Native
American, Appalachian, West African); describe how the literature and oral traditions reflect the
cultures
e associate folktales, legends, or myths they experience or perform with the Colonial American
period in history; describe how the literature and oral traditions reflect the Colonial American time
period
describe folktales, legends, or myths of specific cultures using drama/theatre terminology
use print and non-print sources to explore, describe and compare themes, characters, and
situations in dramas from different cultures

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will
e associate artworks they experience or create with specific cultures (Native American,
Appalachian, West African); describe how the art of these cultures reflects the culture
e associate artworks they experience or create with the Colonial American period in history;
describe how the art of the American Colonies reflects the Colonial American time period (e.g.,
European influences in American visual art)
describe artworks of specific cultures using visual art terminology
compare distinguishing characteristics of artworks from different cultures and time periods
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Big Idea: Purposes for Creating the Arts

The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts
to communicate on a basic human level, they continue to serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts
are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell stories in a narrative
manner, to imitate nature and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals,
celebrations and commemorations. Additionally, they are used for recreation and to support recreational
activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles through their own creations and performances
and through those of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts and
use them for a variety of purposes in society.

Academic Expectations

1.12  Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.13  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

1.14  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

1.15  Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

2.22  Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.

2.26  Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they
share some common experiences and attitudes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the arts fulfill a variety of purposes in society (e.g., to present issues and ideas, to entertain, to
teach or persuade, to design, plan and beautify).
e the arts have value and significance for daily life. They provide personal fulfillment, whether in
career settings, avocational pursuits or leisure.
e the arts provide forms of nonverbal communication that can strengthen the presentation of ideas
and emotions.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will
e describe and compare multiple purposes for which music is created to fulfill (ceremonial,
recreational, artistic expression)
e create new, listen to, choose and perform music to fulfill a variety of specific purposes

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Dance
Students will
e describe and compare multiple purposes for which dance is created (ceremonial, recreational,
artistic expression)
e create new, observe, choose and perform dance to fulfill a variety of specific purposes

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will
e describe and compare multiple purposes for which dramatic works are created (sharing the
human experience, passing on tradition and culture, recreational, artistic expression)
e create or write new, observe, choose and perform dramatic works to fulfill a variety of specific
purposes

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will
e describe and compare multiple purposes for which artworks are created (ceremonial, artistic
expression, narrative, functional)
e create new, choose and experience artworks created to fulfill a variety of specific purposes
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Big Idea: Processes in the Arts

There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works,
performing works for expressive purposes, and responding to artworks. Each process is critical and relies
on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings or beliefs. The visual arts capture
a moment in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live
audience. The audience responds to the artistic expressions emotionally and intellectually based on the
meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, abilities and appreciation of others.
Students involved in these processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past
and present and for the value of artistic expression.

Academic Expectations

1.12  Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.13  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

1.14  Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

1.15  Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

2.22  Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.

2.25 Inthe products they make and the performances they present, students show that they
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages,
literature, and history.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

e there are three distinct processes for involvement in the arts; creating new artworks, performing
works previously created and responding to artworks and performances.

o full understanding and appreciation of the arts requires some degree of involvement in all three
processes.

e openness, respect for work, and an understanding of how artists apply elements and principles of
design in creating and performing are personal attitudes and skills that enhance enjoyment of the
observer.

e existing and emerging technologies can extend the reach of the art form to new audiences.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Music
Students will
e be actively involved in creating, notating, improvising and performing simple melodies (melodic
shape/contour, meter), alone and with others
e sing and play simple rhythmic or tonal patterns by reading music notation, alone, and in small and
large ensembles
e use knowledge of the elements of music and music terminology to describe and critique their own
performances and the performances of others
e identify possible criteria for evaluating music (e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional
impact, variety, interest)
e demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of music being
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way
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Big Idea: Processes in the Arts — Continued

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Dance
Students will

be actively involved in creating and performing dance (incorporating the elements of dance:
space, time and force) alone and with others

perform traditional folk dances, square dances and ethnic dances (Native American, West
African/African-American, Early American and folk)

use knowledge of the elements of dance and dance terminology to describe and critique their
own performances and the performances of others

identify possible criteria for evaluating dance (e.g., skill of performers, originality, emotional
impact, variety, interest)

demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of dance being
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Drama/Theatre
Students will

be actively involved in creating, improvising and performing dramatic works using elements of
drama (Literary, Technical, Performance)

use a variety of resources (e.g., research, peers, technology) to write, refine, and record dialogue
and action

use knowledge of the elements of drama and drama terminology to describe and critique their
own performances and the performances of others

identify possible criteria for evaluating dramatic works (e.g., skill of performers, originality,
emotional impact, variety, interest, technical requirements: lighting, sound, scenery, costumes)
demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of dramatic works
being performed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Visual Arts
Students will

be actively involved in selecting media, techniques, and processes for creating artworks applying
the elements of art and principles of design

use knowledge of the elements and principles of art and art terminology to describe and critique
their own work and the work of others

identify possible criteria for evaluating visual (e.g., skill of artist, originality, emotional impact,
variety, interest)

demonstrate behavior appropriate for observing the particular context and style of the artwork
being viewed; discuss opinions with peers in a supportive and constructive way

describe personal responses to artwork; explain why there might be different responses to
specific works of art (e.g., personal experience, interest, medium used, effectiveness of message)
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Big Idea: Interrelationships Among the Arts

The arts share commonalities in structures, purposes, creative processes, and their ability to express
ideals, feelings and emotions. Studying interrelationships among the arts enables students to get a broad
view of the expressiveness of the art forms as a whole, and helps to develop a full appreciation of the arts
as a mirror of human kind.

Academic Expectations

1.12

1.13
1.14
1.15
2.22
2.25

2.26

Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.

Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.

Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.

Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.

In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they
understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as languages,
literature, and history.

Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they
share some common experiences and attitudes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

the arts are basic forms of human communication.

music, dance, drama and visual art created in common cultures and/or common historical periods
tend to reflect common attitudes, ideas, beliefs and feelings.

the arts provide forms of non-verbal communication that can strengthen the presentation of ideas
and emotions.

the modes of thinking and methods of the arts disciplines can be used to illuminate situations in
other disciplines that require creative solutions.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts — Arts
Students will

define common terms used in various arts (e.g., tempo in dance and music)

explain communication of common themes or ideas across different art forms

identify and explain connections between and among different art forms from the same culture or
from the same time period

describe commonalities between the arts and other subjects taught in the school (e.g.,
observation skills in visual arts and science, historical and cultural perspectives in the arts and
social studies, shape in visual art and mathematics, dance and a healthy lifestyle, fractions in
music notation and mathematics, composing music and writing)

communicate common meaning through creating and performing in the four art forms
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Program of Studies — English/Language Arts — Fourth Grade

The English/Language Arts (ELA) content standards at the fourth grade level are directly
aligned with Kentucky's Academic Expectations. ELA standards are organized around Big
Ideas in reading, writing, speaking, listening and observing that are important to the discipline of
English/Language Arts. The Big Ideas are conceptual organizers for ELA and are similar at
each grade level to ensure that students have multiple opportunities throughout their school
careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas.

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Knowledge/Understandings that represent
overarching generalizations linked to the Big Ideas of ELA. The understandings represent the
desired results--what learning will focus upon and what knowledge students will be able to
explain or apply. Understandings can be used to frame the development of units of study and
lesson plans.

Skills and concepts describe ways that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skills and concepts for ELA are fundamental to the reading, writing,
speaking, listening and observing processes. Lessons should offer students a wide range of
experiences with print and non-print materials that have literary and informational purposes that
allow for integrated, interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary programs.

Reading: The five Big Ideas of Reading in fourth grade are Forming a Foundation for Reading,
Developing an Initial Understanding, Interpreting Text, Reflecting and Responding to Text, and
Demonstrating a Critical Stance. Fourth grade students must be exposed to a variety of texts
designed to build a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print materials to
develop an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of different cultures. The complexity of
literary and informational (expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents) texts
selected for instruction should be appropriate for fourth grade students. Reading instruction
should focus on before, during and after reading strategies to aid in comprehension of texts.
Students should have the resources to develop the language skills they need to pursue life’s
goals and to participate fully as informed, productive members of society.

Writing: ELA standards in writing are divided into the four Big Ideas of Writing Content,
Structure, Conventions and Process. Students are required to write using the criteria for
effective writing included in these Big Ideas. The central idea of the writing standards is effective
communication. Students use writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate-learning strategies to
make sense of their reading and learning experiences. Additionally, students will write in
authentic forms for authentic purposes and audiences.

Speaking, Listening and Observing: These standards emphasize that speaking, listening and
observing are fundamental processes which people use to express, explore and learn about
ideas. The contexts of these communication functions include one-to one conversations, small
group discussions, large audiences and meetings, and interactions with media.
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The Academic Expectations for ELA are:

1.1
1.2
13
1.4
1.11
1.12

5.1

Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and
computer reference programs and research tools.

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various things they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas
and information to different audiences for different purposes.

Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas
and ideas to different audiences for different purposes.

Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing,
evaluating, and comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations.
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Big Idea: Forming a Foundation (Reading)

Forming a foundation requires readers to develop and apply basic reading skills and strategies across
genres to read and understand texts at the appropriate grade level. This involves reading a variety of
texts at the word, sentence, and connected text level across all content areas.

Academic Expectations

1.1

1.2
1.3
14

Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various things they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

knowing how to apply phonetic principles, context clues, structural analysis, and spelling patterns
can help determine unfamiliar words while reading.

fluency involves reading orally and silently with speed, accuracy, and proper phrasing and
expression, while attending to text features (e.g., punctuation, italics).

developing breadth of vocabulary improves reading comprehension and involves applying
knowledge of word meanings and word relationships. The larger the reader’s vocabulary, the
easier it is to make sense of text.

many words have multiple meanings. Knowledge of syntax/language structure,
semantics/meaning, context cues, and the use of resources can help in identifying the intended
meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will

read high-frequency/grade-appropriate words with automaticity in connected text; read multi-

syllabic words using knowledge of sounds, word structure, syllable types, and word patterns; and

identify the purpose of capitalization, punctuation, and text features (e.g., boldface type, italics,

indentations) to make meaning of a variety of texts

apply context and self-correction strategies while reading

read grade-appropriate material--orally and silently--with accuracy and fluency

use a variety of reading strategies to understand vocabulary and texts:

o formulate questions to guide reading (before, during and after reading)

o apply word recognition strategies (e.g., phonetic principles, context clues, structural analysis)
to determine pronunciations or meanings of words in passages

o apply knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/homophones, compound words, or
differences in meaning to assist comprehension

o identify syllables and parts of words (e.g., prefixes, suffixes, base words); apply the meanings
of common prefixes or suffixes to comprehend unfamiliar words

o0 describe words in terms of categories (e.g., water is a liquid), functions (e.g., water is for
drinking), or features (e.g., water flows)

0 scan to find specific key information (e.g., dates, places); skim to get the general meaning of
a passage

use resources (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses) to determine correct spellings of

words, to identify multiple meanings of words, content-specific meanings of words, and precise

use of vocabulary
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Big Idea: Developing an Initial Understanding (Reading)

Developing an initial understanding of text requires readers to consider the text as a whole or in a broader
perspective. Texts (including multicultural texts) encompass literary and informational texts (expository,
persuasive, and procedural texts and documents). Strategies for gaining a broad or literal understanding
of print texts can also be applied to non-print texts (e.g., digital, environmental).

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e reading a wide range of print and non-print texts builds an understanding of texts, of themselves,
and of different cultures.
o different purposes to read include reading to acquire new information and reading for personal
fulfillment.
e the use of comprehension strategies greatly enhances understanding of text. Among these texts
include fiction, non-fiction, classic and contemporary works.
o different types of texts place different demands on the reader. Understanding text features and
structures, and characteristics associated with different genres (including print and non-print)
facilitates the reader’s ability to make meaning of the text.
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Big Idea: Developing an Initial Understanding (Reading) — Continued

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will

use comprehension strategies (e.g., using prior knowledge, predicting, generating clarifying and

literal questions, constructing sensory images, locating and using text features) while reading,

listening to, or viewing literary and informational texts

use text structure cues (e.g., sequence, chronology, compare/contrast, description) to aid in

comprehension

describe explicitly stated cause and effect relationships

distinguish between fiction and non-fiction texts

identify unfamiliar words and specialized vocabulary (words/terms needed to understand content)

paraphrase and summarize (e.g., to show relationships, relative importance of information) and

sequence major events or steps in a process if appropriate

make text-based inferences; make and check predictions

0 demonstrate understanding of literary elements and literary passages/texts:

o identify and describe characters ,major events/plot, setting or problem/solution

0 make and check predictions

o identify characteristics of different types of literary texts (e.g., stories, poems, plays, fairy
tales, folktales, historical fiction, realistic fiction)

demonstrate understanding of informational passages/texts:

0 locate key ideas, information, facts, or details

0 use information to state and support central/main idea or to interpret the meaning of
specialized vocabulary (words and terms specific to understanding the content)

o identify text features (e.g., table of contents, bold and italicized print, headings, index,
transitional words/phrases) of different types of informational texts (e.g., directions,
invitations, children’s magazines, dictionaries, encyclopedias, content trade books)

o read and use functional messages encountered in daily life

o0 use information from text to accomplish a specific task or answer questions

0 use visual information (e.g., maps, charts, graphs , timelines, visual organizers) to
understand texts
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Big Idea: Interpreting Text (Reading)

Interpreting text requires readers to extend their initial impressions to develop a more complete
understanding of what is read. This involves linking information across parts of a text, as well as focusing
on specific information. Texts (including multicultural texts) encompass literary and informational texts
(expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents). Strategies for interpreting print texts can
also be applied to non-print texts (e.g., digital, environmental).

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e interpretations of text involve linking information across parts of a text and determining
importance of the information presented.
e references from texts provide evidence to support conclusions about the message, the
information presented, or the author’s perspective.
e authors make intentional choices that are designed to produce a desired effect on the reader.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts

Students will
e use comprehension strategies while reading, listening to, or viewing literary and informational
texts

e use text structure cues (e.g., chronology, cause/effect, compare/contrast, description,
logical/sequential) to aid comprehension
e use text references to explain author’s purpose, author’'s message, supporting evidence or logical
predictions
e record and organize ideas to show understanding of central ideas and interrelationships (e.g.,
charting, mapping, webbing)
e demonstrate understanding of literary elements and literary passages/texts:
0 explain a character’'s actions and interpret possible motives based on a passage
o0 identify problems and explain how conflicts are resolved
O recognize author’s craft as appropriate to genre (e.g., figurative language, exaggeration)
e demonstrate understanding of informational passages/texts:
o distinguish between informative or persuasive passages
o identify commonly used persuasive techniques (e.g., emotional appeal, testimonial,
bandwagon, expert opinion)
use evidence/references from the text to state central/main idea and details that support them
distinguish between facts and opinions found in texts
identify information in a passage that is supported by facts
explain the purposes of text features in different types of informational texts

O 0O0O0
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Big Idea: Reflecting and Responding to Text (Reading)

Reflecting and responding to text requires readers to connect knowledge from the text with their own
background knowledge and experience. The focus is on how the text relates to personal knowledge.
Texts encompass print and non-print literary and informational texts.

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e making connections involves thinking beyond the text and applying the text to a variety of
situations. Connections may be expressed as comparisons, analogies, inferences, or the
synthesis of ideas.
e references from texts provide evidence of applying ideas and making text-to-self, text-to-texts,
and texts-to-real world connections.
e reading a wide range of literature by different authors, and from many time periods, cultures, and
genres, builds an understanding of the extent of human experience.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e use comprehension strategies while reading, listening to, or viewing literary and informational
texts to make connections
self-select texts based on personal interests
generate a personal response to what is read, listened to or viewed:
0 relate stories or texts to prior knowledge, personal experiences, other texts, or ideas
0 provide text references/evidence to support connections made between text-to-self, text-to-
texts, or texts-to-world
e read arange of texts by the same author, about the same subject, or from the same genre in
order to respond and make connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world)
e demonstrate participation in a literate community by sharing and responding to ideas and
connections with others through writing and focused discussions about texts
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Big Idea: Demonstrating a Critical Stance (Reading)

Demonstrating a critical stance requires readers to consider the text objectively in order to evaluate its
quality and appropriateness. It involves a range of tasks, including critical evaluation, comparing and
contrasting, and understanding the impact of features, such as irony, humor, and organization.
Knowledge of text content and structure is important.

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

5.1 Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing, evaluating, and
comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e reading is a process that includes applying a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret and
evaluate texts, showing evidence of responsible interpretations of texts and examining texts
critically.
o references from texts provide evidence to support judgments made about why and how the text
was developed, considering the content, organization and form.
e determining the usefulness of text for a specific purpose, evaluating language and textual
elements, and analyzing the author’s style are all ways to critically examine texts.
e all citizens need to critically consider messages provided through a variety of media in order to
make informed decisions.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e explain how text features organize information for clarity or for usefulness
¢ identify the organizational pattern used (e.g., sentence lengths and structures, paragraphs in
prose, verses in poems, sequence, description) and describe how understanding the structure
helps to understand the text
e evaluate what is read, based on the author’s word choice, sentence variety, content or use of
literary elements
form and support judgments/opinions about central ideas
connect information within and across texts
evaluate the accuracy of information presented in texts
evaluate connections among evidences and inferences
evaluate the quality of evidence used to support or oppose an argument
analyze or evaluate the use of persuasive or propaganda techniques
recognize faulty reasoning and false premises in an argument
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Big Idea: Writing Content

To communicate effectively, students should be able to write for a variety of authentic purposes and
audiences in a variety of forms connecting to prior knowledge and the students’ understanding of the
content. In their writing, students should be able to create a focused purpose and controlling idea and
develop ideas adequately considering the purpose, audience and form.

Academic Expectations
1.11  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e there are many reasons for students to write including writing-to-learn, writing-to-demonstrate
learning and writing for authentic purposes and audiences.

o different forms of writing are appropriate for different purposes and audiences across the content

areas and have different features (e.g., journals, narratives, articles, open response answers).

e to be effective, writing must be a sufficiently developed, coherent unit of thought to address the

needs of the intended audience.

e writing can be used to make meaning of one’s own experience, as well as of other information/

ideas.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e write to learn by applying strategies effectively (e.g., learning logs, reflections)
e write to demonstrate learning and understanding of content knowledge (e.qg., journals,
summaries)
e write for a variety of authentic purposes and audiences:
0 communicate about personal experiences and relationships

0 communicate through authentic literary forms to make meaning about the human condition
0 communicate through authentic transactive purposes for writing (e.g. informing, describing,

explaining, persuading)
0 analyze and communicate reflectively about literacy goals
0 analyze and address needs of intended audience
0 adjust the writing style (formal, informal) for intended audience
communicate purpose, focus and controlling ideas authentic to the writer
develop ideas that are logical, justified and suitable for a variety of purposes, audiences and
forms of writing

e select and incorporate ideas or information (e.g., from research or reading), explaining reflections
or related connections (e.g., identifying relationships or one’s own experiences, offering support

for conclusions, organizing prior knowledge about a topic)

communicate understanding of ideas or events from different viewpoints
provide sufficient details for clear understanding

use and sustain suitable voice or tone
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Big Idea: Writing Structure
To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language and genre
structures to organize sentences, paragraphs and whole pieces logically and coherently.

Academic Expectations
1.11  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e sentences must be complete and clear. Variety in sentence structure helps to engage the reader
and make meaning more clear. Sometimes, unconventional sentence structure is appropriate for
an intended effect upon the reader.
o different types of structures are appropriate for different purposes, audiences and different forms
of writing. Paragraphs and whole texts must be unified and coherent.
e structural elements such as context, meaningful order of ideas, transitional elements and
conclusion all help make meaning clear for the reader.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e use complete and correct sentences of various structures and lengths (e.g., simple, compound,
complex) to enhance meaning throughout a piece of writing; apply unconventional sentence
structures to achieve intended effect on audience
e develop analytical structures appropriate to purpose (e.g., sequence, problem/solution,
description, question/answer, cause/effect, compare/contrast, chronology)
e establish a context for the reader and a controlling idea in the introduction; develop the piece
sufficiently, arranging ideas in meaningful order; and conclude effectively
e create unified and coherent paragraphs; apply paragraph structures (block and indented)
consistently
e use a variety of transitional words/phrases (e.g., time, order of sequence) and/or transitional
elements (e.g., white space)
e apply organizational devices (e.g., foreshadowing, flashback) to achieve intended effect on
audience
e incorporate text features (e.g., numbering, bullets, white space, pictures, labels, diagrams, charts,
shape in poetry) to enhance clarity and meaning
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Big Idea: Writing Conventions

To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language conventions and
have control over standard grammar and usage. Students should be able to choose precise language
appropriate to the purpose.

Academic Expectations
1.11  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e writers need to choose their language with care, depending on the content, purpose and
audience.
e language should be concise and precise. Strong verbs and nouns, concrete details and sensory
language help make meaning clear to the reader.
e standard grammar and usage are important in making meaning clear to the reader; non-standard
grammar may be used for intended effect.
writers need to use correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization.
writers need to document sources/give credit for the ideas of others.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e choose precise and descriptive language for clarity, richness and/or its effect on the reader
(words with multiple meanings, words that imply different shades of meaning, strong nouns and
verbs, concrete and sensory details, figurative language — simple metaphors)
use specialized content vocabulary and words used for specific contexts, as needed
apply correct grammar skills (e.g., complete sentences, various sentence structures, subject/
verb agreement); mechanics (e.g., capitalization, punctuation); and usage (e.g., among/between,;
accept/except)
e use resources (e.g., dictionary, glossary) and apply knowledge of spelling rules to correct spelling
in final drafts
e use resources (e.g., word processing programs, handbooks) to adhere to standard guidelines for
grammar, usage and mechanics
e document ideas used from outside sources (e.g., citing authors or titles within the text; listing
sources) when paraphrasing or summarizing
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Big Idea: Writing Process

To communicate effectively, students should engage in the various stages of the writing process including
focusing, prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing and reflecting. The writing process is recursive;
different writers engage in the process differently and proceed through the stages at different rates.

Academic Expectations
1.11  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the writing process is a helpful tool in constructing and demonstrating meaning of content
(whether personal expressive, literary, academic or practical) through writing.
e the stages are sometimes recursive (e.g., In the process of revising, a writer sometimes returns to
earlier stages of the process).
e writers work through the process at different rates. Often, the process is enhanced by
conferencing with others.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts

Students will
e focus: establish and maintain a controlling idea on a selected topic
e prewrite:

0 determine the most appropriate form to meet needs of purpose and audience
0 generate ideas to support and develop controlling idea (e.g., journaling, webbing, freewriting,
researching print and non-print sources, note-taking, interviewing, observation, surveying,
imagining and creating novel ideas)
0 organize and present ideas by taking notes, quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing
e draft:
o0 determine how, when and whether to use visuals (e.g., illustrations, charts, diagrams) in
addition to written text
o0 logically introduce and incorporate quotes
e revise:
o reflect on own writing
o confer with peers and other writing conferencing partners to critically analyze one’s own work
and the work of others
o confer to determine where to add, delete, rearrange, define/redefine or elaborate content so
that writing is coherent and effective for intended audience, then make revisions
o identify and develop topic sentences, making sure ideas are supported appropriately with
relevant details and that sentences are in sequential order; insert new sentences and delete
unnecessary ones; develop effective introductions and conclusions; eliminate redundant
words; choose the most specific words available
e edit for appropriate language usage, sentence structure, spelling, capitalization, punctuation and
proper documentation of sources
e publish to produce products for intended audience:
0 present written material using basic software programs and graphics when developmentally
appropriate (e.g., charts, tables)
o present final work in a neat, legible form
o reflect and evaluate personal progress and skills in writing
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Big Idea: Speaking, Listening, and Observing

Speaking, listening and observing are fundamental processes which people use to express, explore and
learn about ideas. The functions of speaking, listening and observing include gathering and sharing
information, persuading others, expressing and understanding ideas, and selecting and critically
analyzing messages. The contexts of these communication functions include one-to one conversations,
small group discussions, large audiences and meetings, and interactions with media.

Academic Expectations

1.2
1.3
14
1.11

1.12

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various messages they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

communication, both formal and informal, integrates listening, observing/viewing, reading, writing
and speaking with confidence. Different levels of discourse are appropriate for different contexts,
occasions, purposes and audiences.

regardless of the topic, the context or the intended audience, students need to be able to
communicate ideas effectively. Effective communication involves verbal and nonverbal
techniques to enhance or emphasize content. These techniques aid the listener’s ability to
interpret the information.

language usage is related to successful communication; language patterns and vocabulary
transmit culture and affect meaning.

observation involves interpreting and constructing meaning. By viewing context, students infer,
construct meaning, draw conclusions and form opinions about the world around them.
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Big Idea: Speaking, Listening, and Observing — Continued

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts
In formal speaking situations, students will

create oral presentations that

o0 are appropriate for the purpose (e.g., to inform, persuade, entertain), audience, context and

occasion

support judgment with sound evidence and appropriate details

maintain a consistent focus

exhibit a logical structure appropriate to audience, context and purpose

organize ideas in a coherent, meaningful way including an introduction and a conclusion

choose language for its effect on the audience (e.g., strong nouns, active verbs, concrete and

sensory details)

apply delivery techniques

o both verbal (e.g., tone, volume, rate, articulation, pacing) and nonverbal (e.g., gestures, facial
expressions, eye contact)

o0 avoid distracting delivery behaviors (e.g. excessive verbal pauses, fidgeting)

0 use language appropriate to audience; use specialized content vocabulary as needed

o adhere to standard guidelines for grammar, usage, mechanics or use non-standard language
for effect when appropriate (e.g., word plays, familiar idioms, similes)

use visual aids, media and tools of technology to support oral communication

document ideas from outside sources (e.g., citing authors, titles, websites)

OO0O0OO0Oo

In informal speaking situations, students will

give spoken instructions to perform specific tasks

ask and respond to questions as a way to enrich class discussions

play a variety of roles in group discussions (e.g., discussion leader, facilitator, responder)
use different voice level, phrasing, and intonation for different situations (e.g., small and large
group settings, discussions)

When listening, students will

follow spoken instructions to perform specific tasks

identify specific information (e.g., main idea, supporting details)

respond to information appropriately/respectfully in a variety of ways (e.g., summarizing orally,
taking useful notes, organizing and recording that which is meaningful and useful)

follow the organization of a presentation and recognize the speaker’s use of transitions
interpret and evaluate the effectiveness of verbal and nonverbal delivery techniques, including
visual cues

build on the ideas of others and contribute relevant information or ideas

use self-evaluations and feedback from teachers and peers to improve presentations

When observing, students will

use a variety of criteria (e.g., accuracy, effectiveness, relevance of facts) to evaluate media
evaluate the role of media in focusing attention and in forming opinion

interpret a variety of techniques used in advertising

identify visual and auditory cues (e.g., slow motion, music to create mood, sound effects) to
enhance the message or understand context
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Program of Studies — English/Language Arts — Fifth Grade

The English/Language Arts (ELA) content standards at the fifth grade level are directly aligned
with Kentucky's Academic Expectations. ELA standards are organized around Big Ideas in
reading, writing, speaking, listening and observing that are important to the discipline of
English/Language Arts. The Big Ideas are conceptual organizers for ELA and are similar at
each grade level to ensure that students have multiple opportunities throughout their school
careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas.

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Knowledge/Understandings that represent
overarching generalizations linked to the Big Ideas of ELA. The understandings represent the
desired results--what learning will focus upon and what knowledge students will be able to
explain or apply. Understandings can be used to frame the development of units of study and
lesson plans.

Skills and concepts describe ways that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skills and concepts for ELA are fundamental to the reading, writing,
speaking, listening and observing processes. Lessons should offer students a wide range of
experiences with print and non-print materials that have literary and informational purposes that
allow for integrated, interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary programs.

Reading: The five Big Ideas of Reading in fifth grade are Forming a Foundation for Reading,
Developing an Initial Understanding, Interpreting Text, Reflecting and Responding to Text, and
Demonstrating a Critical Stance. Fifth grade students must be exposed to a variety of texts
designed to build a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print materials to
develop an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of different cultures. The complexity of
literary and informational (expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents) texts
selected for instruction should be appropriate for fifth grade students. Reading instruction should
focus on before, during and after reading strategies to aid in student comprehension of texts.
Students should have the resources to develop the language skills they need to pursue life’s
goals and to participate fully as informed, productive members of society.

Writing: ELA standards in writing are divided into the four Big Ideas of Writing Content,
Structure, Conventions and Process. Students are required to write using the criteria for
effective writing included in these Big Ideas. The central idea of the writing standards is effective
communication. Students use writing-to-learn and writing-to-demonstrate-learning strategies to
make sense of their reading and learning experiences. Additionally, students will write in
authentic forms for authentic purposes and audiences.

Speaking, Listening and Observing: These standards emphasize that speaking, listening and
observing are fundamental processes which people use to express, explore and learn about
ideas. The contexts of these communication functions include one-to one conversations, small
group discussions, large audiences and meetings, and interactions with media.
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The Academic Expectations for ELA are:

1.1
1.2
13
1.4
1.11
1.12

5.1

Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and
computer reference programs and research tools.

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various things they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas
and information to different audiences for different purposes.

Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas
and ideas to different audiences for different purposes.

Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing,
evaluating, and comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations.

Program of Studies — English Language Arts — Fifth Grade 121



Kentucky Department of Education

Big Idea: - Forming a Foundation (Reading)

Forming a foundation requires readers to develop and apply basic reading skills and strategies across
genres to read and understand texts at the appropriate grade level. This involves reading a variety of
texts at the word, sentence, and connected text level across all content areas.

Academic Expectations

1.1

1.2
1.3
14

Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various things they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

knowing how to apply phonetic principles, context clues, structural analysis, and spelling patterns
can help determine unfamiliar words while reading.

fluency involves reading orally and silently with speed, accuracy, proper phrasing and expression,
while attending to text features (e.g., punctuation, italics).

developing breadth of vocabulary improves reading comprehension and involves applying
knowledge of word meanings and word relationships. The larger the reader’s vocabulary, the
easier it is to make sense of text.

many words have multiple meanings. Knowledge of syntax/language structure,
semantics/meaning, context cues, and the use of resources can help in identifying the intended
meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will

read grade-appropriate texts with automaticity; read multi-syllabic words using knowledge of

sounds, word structure, syllable types, and word patterns; and explain the purpose of

capitalization, punctuation, and text features (e.g., boldface type, italics, indentations) to make

meaning of a variety of texts

apply context and self-correction strategies while reading

read grade-appropriate material --orally and silently --with accuracy and fluency

use a variety of reading strategies to understand vocabulary and texts:

o formulate questions to guide reading (before, during and after reading)

o0 apply word recognition strategies (e.g., phonetic principles, context clues, structural analysis)
to determine pronunciations or meanings of words in passages

o apply knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/homophones, compound words, or
differences in meaning to assist comprehension

o identify syllables and parts of words (e.g., prefixes, suffixes, base words) and apply the
meanings to comprehend unfamiliar words

0 describe words in terms of categories (e.g., water is a liquid), functions (e.g., water is for
drinking), or features (e.g., water flows)

0 scan to find specific key information (e.g., dates, places); skim to get the general meaning of
a passage

use resources (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses) to identify multiple meanings of words,

content-specific meanings of words, and precise use of vocabulary
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Big Idea: Developing an Initial Understanding (Reading)

Developing an initial understanding of text requires readers to consider the text as a whole or in a broader
perspective. Texts (including multicultural texts) encompass literary and informational texts including
expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents. Strategies for gaining a broad or literal
understanding of print texts can also be applied to non-print texts (e.g., digital, environmental).

Academic Expectations

1.1

1.2
1.3
14

Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various things they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

reading a wide range of print and non-print texts builds an understanding of texts, of themselves,
and of different cultures.

different purposes to read include reading to acquire new information and reading for personal
fulfilment. Among these texts are plays, fiction and non-fiction, classic and contemporary works.
the use of comprehension strategies enhances understanding of text.

different types of texts place different demands on the reader. Understanding text features and
structures, and characteristics associated with different text genres (including print and non-print)
facilitate the reader’s ability to make meaning of the text.
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Big Idea: Developing an Initial Understanding (Reading) — Continued

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will

use comprehension strategies (e.g., using prior knowledge, predicting, generating clarifying,

literal and inferential questions, constructing sensory images, locating and using text features)

while reading, listening to, or viewing literary and informational texts

use text structure cues (e.g., chronology, cause/effect, compare/contrast, description,

classification, logical/sequential) to aid in comprehension

describe explicitly stated cause and effect relationships

distinguish between fiction and non-fiction texts

identify meanings of unfamiliar words and specialized vocabulary (words/terms needed to

understand content)

paraphrase and summarize (e.g., to show relationships, relative importance of information), or

sequence major events or steps in a process if appropriate

make text-based inferences; make and check predictions

demonstrate understanding of literary elements and literary passages/texts:

o0 describe characters and character traits, major events/plot, setting or problem/solution

0 make and check predictions

o identify characteristics of different types of literary texts (e.g., stories, poems, plays, folktales,
historical fiction, realistic fiction, mysteries)

demonstrate understanding of informational passages/texts:

0 locate key ideas, information, facts or details

0 use information to state and support central/main idea

o identify text features (e.g., table of contents, bold and italicized print, headings, index,
transitional words/phrases) of different types of informational texts (e.g., directions,
invitations, children’s magazines, dictionaries, encyclopedias, content trade books)

o0 read and use functional messages encountered in daily life

o0 use information from text to accomplish a specific task or answer questions

0 use text features and visual information to understand texts
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Big Idea: Interpreting Text (Reading)

Interpreting text requires readers to extend their initial impressions to develop a more complete
understanding of what is read. This involves linking information across parts of a text, as well as focusing
on specific information. Texts (including multicultural texts) encompass literary texts and informational
texts including expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents. Strategies for interpreting
print texts can also be applied to non-print texts (e.g., digital, environmental).

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e interpretations of text involve linking information across parts of a text and determining
importance of the information presented.
e references from texts provide evidence to support conclusions drawn about the message, the
information presented, or the author’s perspective.
e authors make intentional choices that are designed to produce a desired effect on the reader.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e use comprehension strategies while reading, listening to, or viewing literary and informational texts
e use text structure cues (e.g., chronology, cause/effect, compare/contrast, description,
logical/sequential) to aid comprehension
e use text references to identify and explain author’s purpose, author's message (implied or stated),
or arguments and supporting evidence
e record and organize ideas to show understanding of central ideas and interrelationships (e.g.,
charting, mapping, graphic organizers, outlining)
¢ demonstrate understanding of literary elements and literary passages/texts:
0 explain a character’s actions and interpret possible motives based on a passage
o0 identify problems and explain how conflicts are resolved
o identify use of author’s craft as appropriate to genre (e.g., rhyme, alliteration, sensory
images, simile, description, dialogue)
e demonstrate understanding of informational passages/texts:
o0 distinguish between informative or persuasive passages
o identify use of persuasive techniques (e.g., emotional appeal, testimonial, bandwagon, expert
opinion)
use evidence/references from the text to state central/main idea and details that support them
distinguish between facts and opinions found in texts
identify information in a passage that is supported by facts
explain the purposes of text features in different types of informational texts

O O0O0O0
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Big Idea: Reflecting and Responding to Text (Reading)
Reflecting and responding to text requires readers to connect knowledge from the text with their own
background knowledge and experience. The focus is on how the text relates to personal knowledge.

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e making connections involves thinking beyond the text and applying the text to a variety of
situations. Connections may be expressed as comparisons, analogies, inferences, or the
synthesis of ideas.
e references from texts provide evidence of applying ideas and making text-to-self, text-to-texts,
and texts-to-real world connections.
e reading a wide range of literature by different authors, and from many time periods, cultures, and
genres, builds an understanding of the extent of human experience.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e use comprehension strategies while reading, listening to, or viewing literary and informational texts
to make connections
o self-select texts based on with personal interests
e generate a personal response to what is read, listened to or viewed:
o0 relate texts to prior knowledge, personal experiences, other texts, or ideas
0 provide text references/evidence to support connections made between text-to-self, text-to-
texts, or text-to-world
e read a wide range of texts, including texts by the same author, about the same subject, or from
the same genre in order to respond and make connections ( text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world)
e demonstrate participation in a literate community by sharing and responding to ideas and
connections with others through writing and focused discussions about texts
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Big Idea: Demonstrating a Critical Stance (Reading)

Demonstrating a critical stance requires readers to consider the text objectively in order to evaluate its
quality and appropriateness. It involves a range of tasks, including critical evaluation, comparing and
contrasting, and understanding the impact of features, such as irony, humor, and organization.
Knowledge of text content and structure is important.

Academic Expectations

1.1 Students use reference tools such as dictionaries, almanacs, encyclopedias, and computer
reference programs and research tools.

1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

1.3 Students make sense of the various things they observe.

1.4 Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

5.1 Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing, evaluating, and
comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e reading is a process that includes: applying a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret and
evaluate texts; showing evidence of responsible interpretations of texts and examining texts
critically.
o references from texts provide evidence to support judgments made about why and how the text
was developed considering the content, organization and form.
e determining the usefulness of text for a specific purpose, evaluating language and textual
elements, and analyzing the author’s style are all ways to critically examine texts.
e all citizens need to critically consider messages provided through a variety of media in order to
make informed decisions.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will
o explain how text features organize information for clarity or for usefulness
e evaluate what is read based on the author’s word choice, sentence variety, content or use of
literary elements
e form and support judgments/opinions about central ideas
o identify the organizational pattern used (e.g., sentence lengths and structures, paragraphs in
prose, verses in poems, transitional devices, transitional cues) and describe how understanding
the structure helps to understand the text
make connections and synthesize information within and across texts
evaluate the accuracy of information presented in texts
evaluate connections among evidences and inferences
evaluate the quality of evidence used to support or oppose an argument
analyze or evaluate the use of persuasive or propaganda techniques
recognize faulty reasoning and false premises in an argument
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Big Idea: Writing Content

To communicate effectively, students should be able to write for a variety of authentic purposes and
audiences in a variety of forms connecting to prior knowledge and the students’ understanding of the
content. In their writing, students should be able to create a focused purpose and controlling idea and
develop ideas adequately considering the purpose, audience and form.

Academic Expectations
Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.11

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

there are many reasons for students to write including writing-to-learn, writing-to-demonstrate
learning and writing for authentic purposes and audiences.

different forms of writing are appropriate for different purposes and audiences across content
areas and have different features (e.g. journals, on-demand responses, narratives, articles).

to be effective, writing must be a sufficiently developed, coherent unit of thought to address the
needs of the intended audience.

writing can be used to make meaning of one’s own experience, as well as of other information/
ideas.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts

Students will

write to learn by applying strategies effectively (e.g., learning logs, grammar notebooks)
write to demonstrate learning and understanding of content knowledge (e.g., on-demand
responses, open-responses, expository reports)

write for a variety of authentic purposes and audiences:

(o}
(o}
(o}

(o}
o
o

communicate about the significance of personal experiences and relationships
communicate through authentic literary forms to make meaning about the human condition
communicate through authentic transactive purposes for writing (e.g. informing, describing,
explaining, persuading, analyzing)

analyze and communicate reflectively about literacy goals

analyze and address needs of intended audience

adjust the writing style (formal, informal) for intended audience

communicate purpose, focus, and controlling idea authentic to the writer

develop ideas that are logical, justified and suitable for a variety of purposes, audiences and
forms of writing

select and incorporate ideas or information (e.g., from research or reading), explaining reflections
or related connections (e.qg., identifying relationships and own experiences, offering support for
conclusions, organizing prior knowledge about a topic)

communicate understanding of ideas or events from different viewpoints

provide sufficient details for clear understanding

use and sustain suitable voice or tone
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Big Idea: Writing Structure
To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language and genre
structures to organize sentences, paragraphs and whole pieces logically and coherently.

Academic Expectations
1.11  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e sentences must be complete and clear. Variety in sentence structure helps to engage the reader
and make meaning more clear. Sometimes, unconventional sentence structure is appropriate for
an intended effect upon the reader.
o different types of structures are appropriate for different purposes, audiences and different forms
of writing. Paragraphs and whole texts must be unified and coherent.
e structural elements such as context, meaningful order of ideas, transitional elements and
conclusion all help make meaning clear for the reader.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e use complete and correct sentences of various structures and lengths (e.g., simple, compound,
complex) to enhance meaning throughout a piece of writing; apply unconventional sentence
structures to achieve intended effect on audience
e develop analytical structures appropriate to purpose (e.g., sequence, problem/solution,
description, question/answer, cause/effect, compare/contrast, chronology)
e establish a context for the reader and a controlling idea in the introduction; develop the piece
sufficiently, arranging ideas in meaningful order; and conclude effectively
e create unified and coherent paragraphs; apply paragraph structures (block and indented)
consistently and appropriately
e use a variety of transitions ( e.g., time, order of sequence) and/or transitional elements (e.g.,
white space, ellipses) effectively
e apply organizational devices (e.g., foreshadowing, flashback) to achieve intended effect on
audience
e incorporate text features (e.g., numbering, bullets, subheadings, white space, pictures, labels,
diagrams, charts, embedded visuals, shape in poetry) to enhance clarity and meaning
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Big Idea: Writing Conventions

To communicate effectively, students should be able to apply knowledge of language conventions and
have control over standard grammar and usage. Students should be able to choose precise language
appropriate to the purpose.

Academic Expectations
1.11  Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e writers need to choose their language with care, depending on the content, purpose and
audience.
e language should be concise and precise. Strong verbs and nouns, concrete details and sensory
language help make meaning clear to the reader.
e standard grammar and usage are important in making meaning clear to the reader; non-standard
grammar may be used for intended effect.
e writers need to use correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization.
e writers need to document sources/give credit for the ideas of others.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will
e choose precise and descriptive language for clarity, richness and/or its effect on the reader
(words with multiple meanings, words that imply different shades of meaning strong nouns and
verbs, concrete and sensory details, figurative language — simple metaphors, personification)
e use specialized content vocabulary and words used for specific contexts, as needed
e apply correct grammar skills (e.g., complete sentences, various sentence structures, subject and
verb agreement, pronoun antecedent agreement); mechanics (e.g., capitalization, punctuation);
and usage (e.g., can/may, choose/chose)
e apply non-standard language for intended effect appropriate to purpose
e use resources (e.g., dictionary, glossary, word processing programs) and apply knowledge of
spelling rules to correct spelling in final drafts
e use resources (e.g., word processing programs, handbooks) to adhere to standard guidelines for
grammar, usage and mechanics
e document ideas used from outside sources (e.g., citing authors or titles within the text; listing
sources) when paraphrasing, summarizing, quoting or using graphics
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Big Idea: Writing Process

To communicate effectively, students should engage in the various stages of the writing process including
focusing, prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing and reflecting. The writing process is recursive;
different writers engage in the process differently and proceed through the stages at different rates.

Academic Expectations

1.11

Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

the writing process is a helpful tool in constructing and demonstrating meaning of content
(whether personal expressive, literary, academic or practical) through writing.

the stages are sometimes recursive (e.g., in the process of revising, a writer sometimes returns to
earlier stages of the process).

writers work through the process at different rates. Often, the process is enhanced by
conferencing with others.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
Students will

focus: establish and maintain a controlling idea on a selected topic

prewrite:

0 determine the most appropriate form to meet needs of purpose and audience

0 generate ideas to support and develop controlling idea (e.g., journaling, webbing, free writes,
researching print and non-print sources, note-taking, interviewing, observation, surveying,
imagining and creating novel ideas)

0 organize and present ideas by taking notes, quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing

draft:

o0 determine how, when and whether to use visuals (e.g., illustrations, charts, diagrams,
photographs) or technologies (e.qg., digital images) in addition to written communication

o logically introduce and incorporate quotes

revise:

o reflect on own writing

o confer with peers and other writing conferencing partners to critically analyze one’s own work
and the work of others

o confer to determine where to add, delete, rearrange, define/redefine or elaborate content so
that writing is coherent and effective for intended audience, then make revisions

o identify and develop topic sentences, making sure ideas are supported appropriately with
relevant details and that sentences are in sequential order; insert new sentences and delete
unnecessary ones; develop effective introductions and conclusions; eliminate redundant
words; choose most specific words

edit for appropriate language usage, sentence structure, spelling, capitalization, punctuation and

proper documentation of sources

publish to produce products for intended audience:

0 present written material using basic software programs and graphics when developmentally
appropriate (e.g., charts, tables)

o present final work in a neat, legible form

reflect and evaluate personal progress and skills in writing
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Big Idea: Speaking, Listening and Observing
Speaking, listening and observing are fundamental processes which people use to express, explore and
learn about ideas. The functions of speaking, listening and observing include gathering and sharing
information, persuading others, expressing and understanding ideas, and selecting and critically

analyzing messages. The contexts of these communication functions include one-to one conversations,
small group discussions, large audiences and meetings, and interactions with media.

Academic Expectations

1.2
1.3
14
1.11

1.12

Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.

Students make sense of the various messages they observe.

Students make sense of the various messages to which they listen.

Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and
information to different audiences for different purposes.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

communication, both formal and informal, is an interpretative process that integrates listening,
observing, reading, writing and speaking with confidence. Different levels of discourse are
appropriate for different contexts, occasions, purposes and audiences.

regardless of the topic, the context or the intended audience, students need to be able to
communicate ideas effectively. Effective communication involves verbal and nonverbal
techniques to enhance or emphasize content. These techniques aid the listener’s ability to
interpret the information.

language usage is related to successful communication; language patterns and vocabulary
transmit culture and affect meaning.

observation involves interpreting and constructing meaning. By viewing context, students infer,

construct meaning, draw conclusions and form opinions about the world around them.
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Big Idea: Speaking, Listening and Observing — Continued

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts
In formal speaking situations, students will

create oral presentations that

o0 are appropriate for the purpose (e.g., to inform, persuade, entertain), audience, context and

occasion

support judgment with sound evidence and appropriate details

maintain a consistent focus

exhibit a logical structure appropriate to audience, context and purpose

organize ideas in a coherent, meaningful way including an introduction and a conclusion

choose language for its effect on the audience (e.g., strong nouns, active verbs, concrete and

sensory details, figurative language)

apply delivery techniques

o both verbal (e.g., tone, volume, rate, articulation, pacing) and nonverbal (e.g., gestures, facial
expressions, eye contact)

o0 avoid distracting delivery behaviors (e.g. excessive verbal pauses, fidgeting)

0 use language appropriate to audience; use specialized content vocabulary as needed

o adhere to standard guidelines for grammar, usage, mechanics or use non-standard language
for effect when appropriate (e.g., word plays, familiar idioms, similes)

use visual aids, media and tools of technology to support oral communication

document ideas from outside sources (e.g., citing authors, titles, websites)

OO0O0OO0Oo

In informal speaking situations, students will

give spoken instructions to perform specific tasks

ask and respond to questions as a way to enrich class discussions

play a variety of roles in group discussions (e.g., discussion leader, facilitator, responder)
use different voice level, phrasing and intonation for different situations (e.g., small and large
group settings, discussions)

When listening, students will

follow spoken instructions to perform specific tasks

identify specific information (e.g., main idea, supporting details)

respond to information appropriately/respectfully in a variety of ways (e.g., summarizing orally,
taking useful notes, organizing and recording that which is meaningful and useful)

follow the organization of a presentation and recognize the speaker’s use of transitions
interpret and evaluate the effectiveness of verbal and nonverbal delivery techniques, including
visual cues

build on the ideas of others and contribute relevant information or ideas

use self-evaluations and evaluations from teachers and peers to improve presentations

When observing, students will

use a variety of criteria (e.g., accuracy, effectiveness, relevance of facts) to evaluate media
evaluate the role of media in focusing attention and in forming opinion

interpret a variety of techniques used in advertising

identify visual and auditory cues (e.g., slow motion, music to create mood, sound effects) to
enhance the message or understand context
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INTERMEDIATE
MATHEMATICS
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Program of Studies — Mathematics — Fourth Grade

The mathematics program in grade four includes strong literacy connections, active and hands-
on work with concrete materials and appropriate technologies. Grade four problem solving,
mathematical communication, connections, mathematical reasoning and multiple
representations should be a part of the mathematics curriculum. The use of these techniques
enhances and extends students' mathematics skills. Accuracy is an integral part of the
mathematics program.

Students should have opportunities to work individually and in groups of varying size and
composition in order to conduct investigations, process information and discuss important
mathematical concepts. Students must have regular opportunities to share their ideas with
others and to solve problems generated as a result of their learning experiences.

The mathematics content standards at the fourth grade level are directly aligned with Kentucky's
Academic Expectations. Mathematics standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are
important to the discipline of mathematics. The five big ideas in mathematics are: Number
Properties and Operations, Measurement, Geometry, Data Analysis and Probability and
Algebraic Thinking. The Big Ideas are conceptual organizers for mathematics and are similar at
each grade level to ensure students have multiple opportunities throughout the students’ school
careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas.

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Knowledge/Understandings that represent
overarching generalizations linked to the Big Ideas of mathematics. The understandings
represent the desired results — what learning will focus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. Understandings can be used to frame development of units of study
and lesson plans.

Skills and Concepts describe ways that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skills and concepts for mathematics are fundamental to mathematical
literacy, mathematical power and build on prior learning.

Effectively implementing the Program of Studies requires a common understanding of the
process standards below.

Problem solving includes developing and applying strategies to problems from everyday and
mathematical situations and evaluating the solutions relative to the original problem situation.

Mathematical communication includes concrete materials, visual representations and
diagrams that relate language to mathematical symbols in speaking, reading, writing and
listening to mathematical ideas.

Mathematical connections include:
e relating concepts to other concepts and procedures (e.g., fraction, decimal)
e relating concepts of one mathematical topic to another (e.g., geometry, measurement)
e relating concepts of a mathematical topic to other disciplines (e.g., statistics, social
studies).

Mathematical reasoning includes recognizing patterns and relationships and using models,
known facts and mathematical properties to explain and justify thinking.
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Multiple representations allow students to be able to recognize common mathematical
structures across different contexts. In elementary school, students most often use
representations to reason about objects and actions they can perceive directly.

Academic Expectation 1.5-1.9 (Students use mathematical ideas and procedures to
communicate, reason and solve problems.) is infused throughout the mathematics instruction P-
12 and is integral to the content and instruction across all grade levels.

Academic Expectation 1.16 (Students will use computers and other kinds of technology to

collect, organize and communicate information and ideas.) is an essential and integral part of
instruction across the content and the mathematics Program of Studies.

Program of Studies — Mathematics — Fourth Grade 136



Kentucky Department of Education

Big Idea: Number Properties and Operations

Whole number sense and addition and subtraction are key concepts and skills developed in early
childhood. Students build on their number sense and counting sense to develop multiplication and
division. They move flexibly and fluently through basic number facts, operations and representations.
Their understanding of the base-10 number system expands to include decimals. They examine various
meanings and models of fractions. They explore data, perform measurements and examine patterns as
part of the development process for number and operations, using other mathematics strands to enrich
number. Elementary number encompasses computational fluency with whole numbers, relationships
between decimals and fractions and techniques for reasonable estimations.

Academic Expectations

2.7 Students understand number concepts and use numbers appropriately and accurately.

2.8 Students understand various mathematical procedures and use them appropriately and
accurately.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e numbers, ways of representing numbers, relationships between numbers and number systems
are means of representing real-world quantities.
e meanings of and relationships among operations provide tools necessary to solve realistic
problems encountered in everyday life.
e computing fluently and making reasonable estimates increases the ability to solve realistic
problems encountered in everyday life.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts — Number Sense
Students will

e apply multiple representations (e.g., drawings, manipulatives, base-10 blocks, number lines,

expanded form, symbols) to represent whole numbers (0 to 1,000,000)

e read, write and model whole numbers from 0 to 1,000,000, developing place value for hundred
thousands and millions
order and compare numbers to 1,000,000 and understand their relative magnitude
investigate and apply multiple representations of commonly used and equivalent fractions through
twelfths (e.g., 1/2=3/6) and decimals through thousandths with manipulatives (e.g., drawings,
manipulatives, base-10 blocks, number lines, expanded form, symbols)
explore the use of simple ratios to describe problem situations
explore the relationship between fractions, decimals and percents
apply whole numbers, commonly used fractions and decimals to represent real-world problems
explain how the base 10 number system relates to place value
develop equivalent relationships between commonly used fractions, decimals and whole numbers
(e.g., 1/2=0.5, 4/2=2, 2=2