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Activity Survey

From: “Reading Don’t Fix No Chevy’s” by Michael W. Smith and Jeffrey D. Wilhelm

Please rank the following activities in the order that you like them.  Put a 1 next to the activity you like most, moving down to a 14 for the activity you like least.  Feel free to give more information about your favorite activities.

_____ 
Listening to music

_____
Hanging out with friends

_____ 
Playing sports

_____ 
Playing video games

_____ 
Doing something mechanical, like fixing an engine

_____ 
Drawing, painting, or cartooning

_____ 
Reading a good book (Please give the name of your favorite book ___________________________)

_____ 
Watching a favorite sports team on TV or at the stadium

_____ 
Surfing the net

_____ 
Learning something new about a topic that interests me

_____ 
Working on a hobby 

_____ 
Going to school

_____ 
Watching television or going to the movies

_____ 
Other (Please specify __________________________)

Anticipation Guide

The following questions are used to introduce issues and ideas that you will encounter in Gathering Blue.  They are designed to encourage you to think about these ideas.  We will return to these questions throughout the novel.

Mark True or False and if you don’t know make a guess:

1. _____  People with disabilities are not as valued as people without disabilities.

2. _____  If someone is not able to work, he or she is not valuable to society.

3. _____  If a mother dies, her husband should give up his rights, and their child(ren) should be adopted by a husband and wife who cannot have children.

4. _____  People who are wealthy are better than poor people.

5. _____  Everyone has a talent.

6. _____  It takes time to develop a talent.

7. _____  Some people are too shy to show off their talent.

8. _____  A disabled person cannot be talented.

9. _____  If someone has a talent, he or she should be forced to used that talent to benefit a community.

10. _____  Altruism means being unselfish and using your talent for someone else’s benefit.

The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

The Quest for “True Understanding”

In the opening pages of the book, the narrator is lamenting his unappreciated artistic skills and shares with his readers his first two drawings.   He relates that when he showed Drawing Number One to grown-ups he asked if it frightened them, and their response was “Why should anyone be frightened by a hat.”  Consequently, he felt compelled to create Drawing Number Two to reveal the frightening nature of his first drawing.  This disheartening experience caused him to give up his artistic endeavors at the age of 6.  

However, throughout his life he would occasionally use Drawing Number One to test whether or not a person whom he considered to be “clear sighted” was truly a “person of true understanding.”   If that person answered, “That is a hat,” he knew he couldn’t talk to that person about the wonders of the world.  Instead he would talk to them about ordinary things such as “golf, politics and neckties.”


To encourage young readers to become “a person of true understanding,” show them Drawing Number One out of context of the book and invite them to guess what it is, telling them there are absolutely no wrong answers.  Many of them are likely to guess it is a hat.  Then show them Drawing Number Two and explain how it came about.  Tell them that once they have seen the elephant, they will never see Drawing Number One again as a hat.  Most importantly, tell them that once they have learned to look beneath the surface of the text on a page, they are well on their way to becoming “persons of true understanding.”  

Consequently, a new group of elephant hunters emerges from the classroom!  The comic is added as a reminder to “look for the elephant” once in a while and have fun while doing it!

“Once when I was six years old I saw a magnificent picture in a book. . .a boa constrictor in the act of swallowing an animal. . .I pondered deeply, then, over the adventures of the jungle.  After some work with a colored pencil I succeeded in making my first drawing. . .It looked like this.”  
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Drawing Number One

“I showed my masterpiece to the grown-ups and asked them whether the drawing frightened them.  But they answered:  ‘Frighten?  Why should anyone be frightened by a hat!’”
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Drawing Number Two


“Now calm down, Barbara. … We haven’t

looked everywhere yet, and  

an elephant can’t hide forever.”
Teaching Metaphor with the assistance of The Little Prince


In literature, as in life, people often describe one thing by comparing it to another.  In a metaphor, however, a comparison is only suggested.  


To give students an example, show them the picture of The Baobabs (chapter six) and explain that Saint-Exupéry encourages his readers to look beneath the surface of his images and make their own conclusions about what they see.  For example, on the little prince’s planet we learn there are baobabs:

Now there were some terrible seeds on the planet that was the home of the little prince; and these were the seeds of the baobab.  The soil of that planet was infested with them.  A baobab is something you will never, never be able to get rid of if you attend to it too late.  It spreads over the entire planet.  It bores clear through it with its roots.  And if the planet is too small, and the baobabs are too many, they split it in pieces. . .  So you must see to it that you pull up regularly all the baobabs, at the very first moment when they can be distinguished from the rose-bushes which they resemble so closely in their earliest youth.  It is very tedious work. . .but very easy.





Baobabs
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With guided questions, students come to realize that the baobabs are a metaphor used to symbolize negative occurrences in our world.  Students generally have no difficulty in seeing the baobabs as representing something bad.  However, the next step is to show them they need to put their hypotheses about what they think the bad is to the “rose-bush” test.  They then realize that negative occurrences such as famine, pestilence, and other scourges of the world could never look as good as rose-bushes in their beginning stages.


Students usually can come to a consensus on three “baobabs” that should be pulled up by their roots before they take hold of one’s “planet.”  For example, drugs, alcohol, and smoking are common responses, which most students agree must look very appealing in the beginning to those who try them.  Consequently, the baobab metaphor gives them a lot of topics to write about in their response journals and also shows them a technique of persuasive writing, albeit a subtle one.  
Using the baobab as an example helps students to see why an author uses figurative language, i.e., that the baobabs (or any other “picture”) provide a lasting image which communicates a lot of meaning in a few words.  They also see that the baobabs will always look the same on the surface but underneath the “ills of society” may change over time.
Contributions to modern society from ancient civilizations


Gathering Blue takes place in a futuristic society after an apocalyptic type catastrophe.  In order to understand this society, we need to have an understanding of the contributions to modern society from ancient civilizations. 

K-W-L

	What we know
	What we want to know
	What we’ve learned

	Government

Culture/customs

Religion

Language

Literature

Architecture

Art

	Can these institutions be destroyed by war?

How do these institutions help us define what a community is?

What happens if a society has no record of its past?

What/who determines the value of a human being?
	


PAGE  
13

