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As a follow-up to the September 20, 2006 P-16 Council discussion on Teacher Quality and College Readiness, attached is a copy of the most recently published article by Dr. Jennifer Presley and her colleagues at the Illinois Education Research Council, entitled Following the Illinois high school class of 2002:  Three years into college.  Key findings include that by the end of Year 3 (2004-2005):

• 73 percent of the Class of 2002 had at least some post-secondary education, and 48% have been enrolled for all three years.

• Of those who enrolled in the first year after high school graduation, 79 percent were still enrolled in some form of higher education, with 57 percent still at their initial institution, while 21 percent had transferred to a different institution.

• The overall persistence figure is even better for four-year institutions, where about 70% of first-year starters were still enrolled at their first institution, and 90 percent were still enrolled somewhere in higher education. For two-year full-time starters, 72 percent were still enrolled somewhere in Year 3.

• However, for students who stopped out, a return to higher education was unlikely the next year—only 17 percent of Year 2 stop-outs from two-year institutions and 23 percent of Year 2 stop-outs from four-year institutions returned in Year 3.

• As a result of transfers, Illinois regained about 1,750 students who initially attended out-of-state institutions. However, this gain was fully offset by a similar number of students who initially enrolled in state and had transferred out of state by Year 3.

The paper identified some of the lessons learned from following these students:  

· Institutional persistence rates underestimate student success

· College readiness (still) matters 

· Starting full-time matters

· Where students start college matters

· Early transfer is more likely for college-ready two-year starters 

