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Food for Thought 
From elementary school through high school, boys receive lower report card grades. By middle school they are far more likely to be grade repeaters and dropouts.1 
Boys lag behind girls in reading and writing proficiency at all educational levels.2 The writing gap between boys and girls at 8th grade level is more than six times greater than the differences in mathematical reasoning that favor boys.3 
Boys’ misbehavior results in more frequent penalties, including corporal punishment. Boys comprise almost 75% of all school suspensions; particularly African-American boys.4 
The majority of students identified for special education are boys. They represent...70% of the learning disabled; and 80% of those in programs for the emotionally disturbed.4 
Boys are four times more likely to be referred to a school psychologist.5 
Boys are nine times more likely to suffer from hyperactivity and higher levels of academic stress.6 It is estimated that one in six boys ages 5-12 is diagnosed with ADD.7 
“Boys succeed in killing themselves seven times more often than girls.”8 Though still proportionately lower than whites, the suicide rate for African-American males has increased 165% over the last twelve years.9 “Gay youths account for up to 30% of all suicides.”10 
The death rate from firearms use among boys 15-19 “more than doubled from 1985 to 1994"...now representing its highest level ever of 49.2 deaths per 100,000.11 
Boys commit 85% of school violence and represent the majority of victims or targets of physical violence.12 
Boys are the minority of valedictorians, academic scholarship winners, and are in fewer clubs, student governments and school newspapers than girls.13 
Males now number only 44% of college admissions and 41% of graduate students. Almost two thirds of high school girls go on to college, only slightly more than half of high school boys do.13 
In "combat sports" over 300,000 high school boys are injured, 14,000 are hospitalized, and several are killed each year. About 500,000 adolescent boys risk their mental and physical health by taking steroids to pump up to a "masculine" ideal of performance beyond the natural limits of their bodies.13 
Boys are seriously under diagnosed for depression. Studies also show that traditionally macho attitudes are linked to greater depression.14 
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