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The Middle Ages Feudal Society, developed for seventh grade students, focuses on what life was like in a Middle Ages feudal society. During the unit, students will have the opportunity to write a feature article.
Content Standards: The targeted content standards are:

Academic Expectations

1.11 Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.

1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.

2.15 Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

2.16 Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.18 Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have consequences in daily living.

Program of Studies

· Write transactive pieces (writing produced for authentic purposes and audiences beyond completing an assignment to demonstrate learning), based on inquiry and/or personal experience that show independent thinking and incorporate ideas and information from reading, listening, observing, and inquiry.
· Apply organizational skills and delivery techniques to produce oral messages and products with and without technology.
· Apply listening, speaking, and observing skills to conduct authentic inquiry tasks and to create products.
· Recognize that all societies must address the questions of production, distribution, and consumption.
· Explain how resources were used in early world civilizations to produce goods and services and explore ways productivity was increased.

· Examine relationships between personal and national economic activities.
· Examine the essential roles of government in early civilizations (establishing order, providing security, achieving common goals).
· Examine cultural aspects (e.g., language, art, religious beliefs) of major past civilizations.
· Investigate the emergence of social institutions and how they responded to human needs.
Core Content for Assessment

SS-M-3.4.1 The basic economic issues addressed by producers are production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.

SS-M-3.4.2 Productivity can be improved by specialization, new knowledge, and technology/tools.

SS-M-3.4.3 Personal, national, and international economic activities are interdependent.

SS-M-2.1.1 Culture is influenced by language, literature, arts, beliefs, and behaviors and may result in unique perspectives.

SS-M-2.3.1 Various human needs are met through interaction in and among social institutions and groups (e.g., family, schools, teams, clubs, religious groups, governments).

 WR-M-1.4 Students will develop transactive writing pieces based on forms and characteristics in Core Content for Assessment.
Performance Standards: The targeted Performance Level Descriptions include:

· Student demonstrates broad knowledge of culture and society and economics in reference to ancient civilizations.

· Student makes reasonable decisions, addresses issues, explains concepts and/or solves problems using relevant examples.  The skills student uses include making comparisons, drawing conclusions and justifying explanations, and organizing, analyzing, and synthesizing answers.

· Student demonstrates a broad understanding of social studies vocabulary and concepts.  Examples of vocabulary or concepts include rights, social institutions, elements of culture, economic systems, and interdependence.

· Student communicates ideas or concepts effectively in an organized manner in reference to the five strands of social studies.

· Student demonstrates a basic ability to connect social studies concepts using critical thinking skills, such as analyzing various perspectives, synthesizing, and comparing and contrasting.

Instructional or Course Context: This unit follows a unit on The Fall of the Roman Empire and precedes a unit on The Crusades.

Time Frame: This unit lasts 4-5 weeks and will be taught in April or May.

Unit Organizer: What would my life have been like in a Middle Ages feudal society?

Unit Essential Questions:

1. What was culture like in Middle Ages feudal society and why?

2. How would social status have influenced my rights and privileges in Middle Ages feudal society?

3. How would my needs have been met in Middle Ages feudal society?

4. How would I have survived in the economic system of Middle Ages feudal society?

Culminating Performance/Project—A Newscast from the Past

Essential Question: (Organizer)

What would life have been like for me in Middle Ages feudal society?

Targeted Standard/Core Content:

All identified for the unit 

Technology & Materials:

Video recorder/digital camera, computer
Determined by students

Product/Assessment:

Video taped or digitally recorded newscast 

Procedures:

1. Students write feature articles (news stories) about events and people of the middle ages.  Social studies teachers can develop the content in the piece, while language arts teachers teach the format and work with students to complete the writing assignment. (Scoring criteria listed in Appendix A.)

2. Students videotape a news show set during the middle ages with anchors and reporters.  Responsibilities divided among class members include artwork for backdrops, working the camera, editing copy, directing the show, and editing the complete video.  Students are evaluated on performance of their roles and responsibilities.  (Scoring criteria listed in Appendix A).

3. Students broadcast the program over the school’s closed-circuit television system or burn the program on CDs to distribute to students, teachers, and families.  The completed show should convey what life would have been like living in Middle Ages feudal society.

Differentiation:

· Provide a list of the elements and characteristics of feature articles to students who have not mastered the format.

· Vary the depth and length of new stories depending on student ability and writing skills.

· Break the writing assignment into manageable parts with corresponding due dates for students who have trouble with long-term assignments.

· Allow students to make audio tapes of news stories instead of physically writing them.

· Assign artistic students to prepare scenery and backdrops for the news program that convey the same ideas as the news stories.

Instructional Activities

Activity #1—Manor Simulation

Essential Questions:

How would social status have influenced my rights and privileges in the Middle Ages feudal society?

How would my needs have been met in the Middle Ages feudal society?

How would I have survived in the economic system of Middle Ages feudal society? 

Targeted Standard/Core Content:

· Examine relationships between personal and national economic activities in feudal society. 

SS-M-3.4.3 Personal, national, and international economic activities are interdependent.
· Examine the essential roles of government in feudal society (establishing order, providing security, achieving common goals).

· Investigate (the emergence of) social institutions in feudal society and how they responded to human needs.

SS-M-2.3.1 Various human needs are met through interaction in and among social institutions and groups (e.g., family, schools, teams, clubs, religious groups, governments). 

Technology & Materials:

Computers, tape recorder 

Audiotapes of all reading materials
Role cards

Product/Assessment:

Word Wall

Manor Simulation—create a manor in the classroom with students playing the roles of serfs, lords, knights, and king

T-Chart 

Procedures:

1. Students read ”The Feudal Structure of the Medieval World” found at (http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/hifeudal.html) and/or texts to get background information about feudal society.

2. Students create cards or sentence strips with key words and make a Middle Ages feudal society word wall.  Words to be identified include any words or phrases that students need to know to fully understand the identified standards and content.  In addition to the word wall, students define words in their notebooks or journals.

3. Once students have the necessary background, assign students to roles that simulate a feudal kingdom.  For each class have one king/queen, 2-3 lords, 8-10 knights, and several serfs divided between 2-3 manors.  Give students cards that explain the roles to which they are assigned.  Cards should explain what rights and privileges each role (king, lord, serf, etc.) had or did not have, and how they were expected to act.

4. Simulate the manor by having the monarch assume the throne; serfs confine themselves to their manor; lords meet with the monarch for land and with the serfs for food payments; and knights seek food and land for protection services.  Allow students to carry out and re-enact the information on the role cards.

5. Debrief the simulation with a discussion organized around completing a t-chart.  The left side of the chart contains a list of what happened in the classroom while on the right side of the chart, students note how life actually was during medieval times.  Teachers can lead students to important information by carefully selecting questions for the discussion focused on the standards, core content, and essential questions listed for the activity. 

6. Refer to the simulation throughout the activities in the remainder of the unit.

Differentiation:

· Allow students to listen to a recording of the readings from the website.

· Give students vocabulary sheets that define unfamiliar words.  Assist students in small groups in discussing these terms to assure understanding.

· Meet with small groups of students before starting the simulation if students have difficulty reading the role cards and interpreting what they are supposed to do during the simulation.

· Allow students who are not comfortable with role playing to observe the simulation and record what is happening on paper.  Ask a couple of students to videotape or digitally record the simulation.
· Provide a set of questions to students before the discussion to help focus their attention on certain aspects of the simulation.
Activity #2—Cultural Elements

Essential Question:

What was culture like in Middle Ages feudal society and why?
Targeted Standard/Core Content:

· Examine cultural aspects (e.g., language, art, religious beliefs) of major past civilizations.
SS-M-2.1.1Culture is influenced by language, literature, arts, beliefs, and behaviors and may result in unique perspectives.

Technology & Materials:

Determined by student—computer, PowerPoint, video camera, tape recorder, markers, drawing paper, construction paper

Product/Assessment:

Classroom displays

Completed recording sheets 
Procedures:

1. Students research elements of culture (e.g., artwork, music, literature, symbols, beliefs) using library, Internet, or classroom resources.

2. Students use research information to prepare a class display about the element of their choice.  Displays include a description of the cultural element, and an explanation of how the cultural elements reflected Middle Ages feudal society.

3. Set up the classroom with all students’ displays.  Have students record information from all the displays on a graphic organizer (Appendix B).

4. Hold a class discussion to assure that students have an accurate view of what culture was like in Middle Ages feudal society and why culture was that way.

Differentiation:

· Identify appropriate sources for research based on students’ abilities, reading level, and interests.  Vary textbooks, websites, and other sources.

· Allow students to choose cultural elements based on interests (e.g., music, artwork, literature) and to design displays based on individual intelligences (e.g., drawing, writing, building a model)

· Modify the written portion of the assignment based on student needs.  For example, some students might make an audio recording of the information instead of writing.
· Displays could be electronic or hard copy.
Activity #3—Similarities and Differences

Essential Question:

How would my needs have been met in Middle Ages feudal society?

Targeted Standard/Core Content:
· Recognize that all societies must address the questions of production, distribution, and consumption.
SS-M-3.4.1 The basic economic issues addressed by producers are production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.
· Explain how resources were used in early world civilizations to produce goods and services and explore ways productivity was increased.

SS-M-3.4.2 Productivity can be improved by specialization, new knowledge, and technology/tools.
· Examine relationships between personal and national economic activities. 

Technology & Materials:

· Tape recorder for taped reading

· Copies of “Peasant Life During the Time of Charlemagne” excerpted from “The Peasant Bodo” from Medieval People by Eileen Power. (Copyright 1924 by Methune and Company.  Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc. and Methuen and Co., Ltd., pp. 72 and 73.)

Product/Assessment:

Comparison charts

Venn diagrams

Procedures:

1.  Students read the selection then choose one of the following options: 

Option 1

a. Make a chart that compares daily activities of Bodo and Ermentrude from morning to bedtime.

b. Attach the answers to these questions to the chart.

Who had the more interesting day, Bodo or Ermentrude? Why? 

Why do you think Bodo and Ermentrude were required to work for their lord?
Option 2

a. Make a chart that compares the daily work activities of a present day man and woman from morning to bedtime.

b. Attach the answers to these questions to the chart.  

How is working life in our society today different than it was in the Middle Ages?  Why do you think that Bodo and Ermentrude did not work for themselves?

Option 3

a. Make a list of the obligations and rents owed by Bodo and his family with explanations as to why each obligation was owed.

b. Make a list of the obligations and rents owed by the adults in your household today with explanations as to why each obligation is owed.

c. Compare and contrast the two lists you have created in writing.  Come to some conclusion about the observations of life and its connection to the economics of feudalism in the Middle Ages.  Attach the writing to the lists.

5. Post charts on the wall and hold a gallery walk where students move around the room in small groups and record information from the charts onto Venn diagrams (Appendix C) that compares feudal society to the present.

6. Conduct a class discussion focused on the essential questions and targeted standards and content for this lesson while students take notes.

Differentiation:

· Provide a recording of the reading to those students who need it.

· Assign students to the appropriate options above if necessary.

· Allow students to draw or illustrate the information that is presented in the charts above.

Activity #4—Graphic Organizer

Essential Question:

How would my needs have been met in the Middle Ages feudal society?
Targeted Standard/Core Content:

· Investigate the emergence of social institutions and how they responded to human needs.

SS-M-2.3.1 Various human needs are met through interaction in and among social institutions and groups (e.g., family, schools, teams, clubs, religious groups, governments).

Technology & Materials: 

Computers with Inspiration and PowerPoint software

Product/Assessment: 

Graphic organizer

PowerPoint presentation

Procedures: 

· Students use textbooks, encyclopedias, articles, and information from websites to investigate social institutions from Middle Ages feudal society (e.g., nobility, family, Church).

· Students work in groups of three and use Inspiration and PowerPoint software to make graphic organizers (Appendix D) showing social institutions of Middle Ages feudal society, the needs the institutions addressed, and how the institutions addressed the needs.  Assign students the following roles:

· Computer technician—works with the hardware and software to develop a graphic organizer and presentation, which are pleasing and effective in showing what the group has learned.

· Writer—writes the presentation and decides how to most effectively present the learning in words. 

· Reporter—presents the information to the class.   

· Graphic organizers can be printed in poster style by choosing how many sheets of paper the printer should use.  (In the Inspiration application, choose File, then Print, then the number of sheets of paper to use in the printing process.)

· (Instructions for exporting Inspiration files into PowerPoint files are included in Appendix E.)

Differentiation:
· Assign appropriate sources of information to different students.

· Allow students to create graphic organizers on paper.

· Allow students to present what they have learned on poster board using paper, pencil, crayons, markers and /or other media.

Activity #5—Roles and Privileges

Essential Question:

What influence would social status in the medieval feudal society have on my rights and privileges?

Targeted Standard/Core Content:

· Examine the essential roles of government in early civilizations (establishing order, providing security, achieving common goals).
Technology & Materials:

Computers
Product:

Posters/pictures or journal
Open response question

Procedures:

1. Students will investigate the peasant, the farmer, the craftsman, the merchant, the entertainer, the knight, the common soldier, the lord, the lad, and the priest and relate each to the complex feudal structure in place in the Middle Ages using three of the following sites:  Men of God:  Bishops, Priests, and Monks http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/higod.html;The Town Merchants http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/himerchant.html; The Common Soldier http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/hisoldier.html; The Medieval Craftsman http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/hicraft.html; The Farmer’s Life http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/hifarmer.html.

2. Students will also relate each of these roles to similar roles in our modern society by completing one of the following: 

a. Have students draw or collect pictures to make a poster that compares one of the people read about from the Middle Ages with the same person today (e.g., compare a farmer at work on the manor with a farmer at work today.)

b. Write a journal entry in the voice of a person read about.  The entry should explain who the person was and what they did.

c. Conduct a whole-class discussion around these questions: Why do you think that certain professions, like the ones we looked at in the web-site activity, have survived today?

3. Class reads “The Lord of the Fiefdom,” at http://library.thinkquest.org/10949/fief/hilord.html and conduct a whole-class discussion around these questions: 

4. Why do you think that we no longer have comparable roles like this is our society, or do we?  Does the kind of government system we have promote certain kinds of roles and eliminate the need for others?  What influence would social status in the Middle Ages feudal society have had on my rights and privileges?
5. Students answer the open response question below. (Scoring guide in Appendix F.)

Open Response Question

THE MIDDLE AGES FEUDAL LORD

In a society, both individuals and governments have certain responsibilities to uphold.

a. Identify two duties that were the responsibility of the Middle Ages feudal lord to uphold.

b. Explain how government in our society has assumed these duties.

Differentiation:

· Allow students who have scribes in testing situations to dictate the open response answer to a scribe.

· Identify other sources of information for students to use to obtain background information.

· Chart the class discussion for students to use later.

Appendix A

Scoring Criteria for Culminating Performance

Students’ feature articles should be evaluated using the list of criteria below, developed by the Kentucky Writing Consultants, in addition to the Holistic Scoring Guide for writing.  These criteria include characteristics of good writing as well as accounting for social studies content.  Similar scoring criteria would need to be developed for differentiated versions of the culminating performance.

FEATURE ARTICLE

The writer of a proficient feature article demonstrates most or all of the following skills : 

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE 

· shows an understanding of the reader's perspective 

· writes from the perspective of an informed writer to a less informed reader

· meets the reader's needs by adhering to the conventions of a feature article 

· focuses on the purpose (i.e.; presents new information or a new perspective on old information)

· narrows topic 

· writes to a reader other than the teacher 

· anticipates reader's reactions, questions, lack of understanding 

· writes a beginning which gives the reader some context or reason for reading the article 

· makes it clear what the reader should know, do, and/or believe as a result of reading the article 

· uses an individual voice and/or appropriate tone 

· creates a title which captures the essence of the piece and creates reader interest 

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT 

· develops ideas which are connected to the core content of the course in which the article was written 

· uses appropriate strategies to develop ideas

· uses information from a variety of sources

· clarifies and interprets ideas 

· supports ideas with facts and opinions; demonstrates knowledge of the difference between fact and opinion 

· uses persuasive techniques, if appropriate 

· uses subheads, pictures, captions, charts and graphs, headings, other publishing conventions as appropriate 

· provides support which is accurate and thorough enough to achieve the purpose of the piece 

ORGANIZATION 

· writes an engaging lead 

· places ideas and details in meaningful order

· organizes the article into paragraphs

· uses transitions between ideas

· maintains coherence and unity 

· concludes the article effectively 

SENTENCES 

· writes complete and varied sentences 

LANGUAGE 

· chooses language appropriate to the audience and purpose

· uses specific language 

· maintains consistent verb tense

· makes subjects and verbs agree

· employs correct usage 

CORRECTNESS 

· cites references and documents sources

· spells correctly 

· uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotation marks apostrophes

· capitalizes correctly 

· makes few errors in correctness which do not interfere with the meaning of the piece
NEWS PROGRAM

Students’ news program should be evaluated using the lists of criteria below.

CHECKLIST FOR VIDEOGRAPHER

· Produces a video that doesn’t rock or shake and is in focus.

· Produces a video that includes both anchors and reporters.

· Produces a video that has good sound quality and can be heard clearly.

CHECKLIST FOR SET ARTIST

· Prepares a visual plan for program set including a scale drawing of the set and a selected props list. *

· Prepares graphic for the program opening.

· Participates in development of the program storyboard.

*Interdisciplinary connection can be made to AH-M-4.1.41 Create art for specific purposes using the elements of art and principals of design to communicate ideas.

CHECKLIST FOR DIRECTORS
· Coordinates and finalizes the storyboard development.

· Oversees the filming and editing process to assure that time is well spent.

*Interdisciplinary connection can be made to AH-M-4.1.42 Effectively uses a variety of art, media, processes and subject matter to communicate ideas, feelings and experiences.

CHECKLIST FOR TEXT EDITORS
· Reviews written work using the “Feature Article” handout skills demonstrators.

· Reviews and revises questions developed by reporters to assure clarity and focus.

· Participates in development of the storyboard.

CHECKLIST FOR FILM EDITORS
· Participates in the development of the storyboard.

· Successfully uses editing software to create a flow for the newscast.

· Works with text editor and director to assure that deadlines are met in a timely fashion.

CHECKLIST FOR ANCHORS 
· Prepares attention-getting introduction for reports. (Refer to “Feature Article” handout skills demonstrators.)

· Maintains appropriate for news broadcast.

· Summarizes reports to create sound bites for program.

· Writes and delivers transitions to be used between reports.

· Speaks clearly and maintains eye contact.

CHECKLIST FOR REPORTERS
· Prepare reports limited to two minutes in length.

· Compose one question to be read by the anchor that can be incorporated into the video.

· Prepare an answer to the question prepared in #2.

· Identifies 2 to 4 visuals that might accompany the report.
Appendix B

Cultural Element Chart

	Cultural Element
	What was it like in feudal society?
	How did it reflect feudal society?
	Why do you think it was that way?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Appendix C

Economic Activities Organizer


Appendix F

Scoring Guide for Open Response Question

	Performance Level
	Criteria

	4
	· Identifies two duties of the feudal lord.

· Fully explains how government has assumed the duties.

· Makes connections within the discipline when possible

· Demonstrates extensive use of social studies vocabulary.

· Communicates ideas completely through details, in a logical, coherent manner.

	3
	· Identifies two duties of the feudal lord.

· Clearly explains how government has assumed the duties using relevant details.

· Uses vocabulary of social studies.

· Communicates ideas clearly in an organizer manner.

	2
	· Identifies one duty of the feudal lord.

· Provides an incomplete or limited explanation of how government has assumed the duty.

· Demonstrates basic use of social studies vocabulary.

· Communicates with limited detail and organization.

	1
	· Identifies one duty or no duties of the feudal lord.

· Provides little understanding of how the government has assumed duties.

· Demonstrates minimal or no use social studies vocabulary.
· Communicates ineffectively with little or no detail.

	O
	· Incorrect




Possible duties of the feudal lord that could be listed:

· Oversee the collection of taxes and tributes

· Provide security to vassals and serfs

· Enforce laws and rules

· Maintain alliances

· Support the Church

· Settle disputes between individuals
Present
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