S,
STATEMENT

(Make a statement of some kind, Your opinion, Decision, Answer, Hypothesis/Conclusion, Generalization, Choice, Proposition)

R,
REASON

(Why your statement is true, Because……...)

E,
EVIDENCE

(Work/Evidence that SUPPORTS your reason;

Data from a chart, graph, or experiment; Facts; Quotes; Rules; Examples) 

EXAMPLES of SRE:

1. In textbooks – often times the structure of the readings that students complete is in the SRE format.

 Example:  Berea Kentucky from the 1999 Released KT CATS reading item.

2. The 3.5 paragraph format will take on the SRE form where you have students to give the Topic Sentence or statement, then 3 reasons for making the statement and what evidence the student can give to support the reasons, and then a conclusion. 

3. “Identify from the following set of instructional strategies, a high leverage strategy that will effectively raise a school’s accountability index. Explain your answer. Your choices are: scrimmage testing, portfolio analysis, four-column method, SRE.”

STATEMENT: 
SRE is a high leverage instructional strategy for raising test scores.

REASON:
It provides a student a structure within which to respond to many open-response questions. Additionally, the answer is thorough while connecting to a reason for the answer that is “backed up by” (SUPPORTED) data, work, quotes, facts, etc.   

EVIDENCE:
First, according to the released scoring guides from KDE, 3 or 4 level responses are judged by the quality of the SUPPORT the student provides for his/her answer.

                          Secondly, in viewing released student responses that are scored at the 3 or 4 level, the student provides an answer, a reason for that answer, and support backed up by data, work, quotes, or facts for the stated reasons. 

4. Grade 8 Open-Response released item in Mathematics, 1999 KY CATS – “Martin said, ‘I am thinking of a whole number between 100 and 300.

· The number is divisible by 3 but not by 9.

· The ones digit is the sum of the hundreds digit and the tens digit.’

a. Show why 153 cannot be Martin’s number.

b. Find all the numbers that match Martin’s clues. Show all work.

c. Write one more clue that would limit the answer in part b to one and only one correct answer.”

In answering  ‘a,’ the STATEMENT would be that 153 is not a Martin number. The REASON would take the reader back to the criteria for a Martin number. The EVIDENCE would be the arithmetic work that is provided by the student that supports that 153 is divisible by both 3 and 9; and that the 3 in 153 does not equal 1 + 5.

In answering ‘b & c,’ the STATEMENT would be the answer to the questions - numbers that match Martin’s clues & the clue that limits ‘b’ to one correct answer. The REASON and EVIDENCE would be as described in part ‘a’ above – the arithmetic work provided by the student that supports the reasons why the number matches the clues.

____________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES to SUPPORT SRE:

1. Continually stretch/extend student thinking as you (or classmates – “accountable talk”) respond to student answers by 

ASKING: 

“WHY?” 

“TELL ME MORE!” 

“WHAT EVIDENCE DO YOU HAVE TO SUPPORT THAT ANSWER?”

“ CAN YOU FIND IT IN THE READING THAT WE JUST COMPLETED?”

2. Follow through with having the students to write their answer to the discussion that may occur in the above scenario.

3. In each of your open-response questions, have students to use the SRE strategy in formulating their answer.

Not always sequentially verbalized or written as a Statement, then a Reason, and the Evidence to support the Reason.


