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The following is a list of verbs that appear in Kentucky’s Core Content for Assessment, Version 4.0. The purpose of this list is to provide a common language base to communicate the types of assessment tasks that may be included on the Kentucky Core Content Test. Assessment items may be written with synonymous verbs as appropriate for the grade level to be assessed.

This list is not intended to restrict classroom assessments to the words contained within. 

Common Verbs Across Content Areas

	Verb
	Definition

	Analyze
	To determine the nature of the whole by examining individual components methodically

	Apply
	To put into action; utilize; to be appropriate, suitable or relevant 

	Compare
	To examine in order to note similarities and/or differences

	Describe
	To give a detailed account in words; to convey an idea or impression

	Draw Conclusions
	To decide by reasoning on the basis of convincing evidence; decisions or opinions formed after an investigation or thought process

	Evaluate
	To examine and judge carefully; to determine the worth or quality of; to calculate the numerical value of

	Explain
	To give reasons for; to make plain or comprehensible

	Identify
	To name; to make a determination based on properties or characteristics

	Infer
	Arrive at a decision or opinion by reasoning from known facts, data or evidence

	Interpret
	To explain the meaning of; make understandable; to give one’s own conception of

	Justify
	To provide valid reasoning 

	Support/Provide Examples
	To help prove or substantiate; to make selections that show the nature or character of the rest; typical instance; model, pattern, precedent




Arts and Humanities Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Create
	To produce through imaginative skill

	Perform
	To give a performance

	Critique
	To consider the merits and demerits of and judge accordingly

	Improvise
	To compose, recite, or sing on the spur of the moment


Elementary Mathematics Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Add
	To join two or more numbers or quantities to get one number, called the sum or total.

	Construct
	To form, make, or create by combining parts or elements.

	Convert
	To express units of measurement in different forms.

	Determine
	To use the appropriate operations to arrive at a solution or value.

	Divide
	To share or group a number into equal parts.

	Draw
	To sketch the result of a simple transformation.

	Graph
	To plot ordered pairs on a coordinate plane.

	Locate
	To put something in a particular place.

	Multiply
	To add a number to itself a specified number of times.

	Solve
	To work out the answer to a problem.

	Subtract
	To take one quantity away from another.


Middle School Mathematics Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Add
	To join two or more numbers or quantities to get one number, called the sum or total.

	Check
	To ascertain if the results of the operations performed provide a correct result.

	Construct
	To form, make, or create by combining parts or elements. 

	Convert
	To change a number to another form; e.g., 2/5 to 0.4.

	Create
	 To substitute values into a function or rule to prepare a table of values.

	Determine
	To use the appropriate operations to arrive at a solution or value.

	Divide
	To share or group a number into equal parts.

	Draw
	To sketch the result of a simple transformation.

	Estimate
	To make an approximate or rough calculation, often based on rounding.

	Evaluate
	To find a numerical value for an expression. 

	Extend
	To apply the rule for a pattern or sequence to find additional elements in the pattern or sequence. 

	Generalize
	To infer a general conclusion from particulars.

	Graph
	To plot ordered pairs on a coordinate plane.

	Justify
	To give a reason or explanation for why something was done.

	Locate
	To put something in a particular place.

	Model
	To create a mathematical expression or equation to represent a problem situation.

	Multiply
	To add a number to itself a specified number of times. 

	Recognize
	To identify an object because of its properties or characteristics.

	Represent
	To express or explain what is happening.

	Simplify
	To apply the order of operations to arrive at equivalent expressions.

	Solve
	To work out the answer to a problem.

	Substitute
	To replace one mathematical element with another of equal value.

	Subtract
	To take one quantity away from another. 

	Transform
	To change the position or size of a geometric figure.


High School Mathematics Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Add
	To join two or more numbers or quantities to get one number, called the sum or total.

	Classify
	To assign items to classes or groups based on properties or characteristics.

	Construct
	To form, make, or create by combining parts or elements. 

	Determine
	To use the appropriate operations to arrive at a solution or value. 

	Divide
	To share or group a number into equal parts. 

	Evaluate
	To find a numerical value for an expression. 

	Express
	To use a symbol, figure or formula to represent something such as a quantity in a different way.

	Extend
	To apply the rule for a pattern or sequence to find additional elements in the pattern or sequence.  

	Factor
	To calculate the values which can be multiplied together to produce a given number or expression.

	Find
	To realize, understand, locate, or calculate something.

	Graph
	To plot ordered pairs on a coordinate plane.

	Justify
	To give a reason or explanation for why something was done.

	Make predictions
	To say what could happen on the basis of present indications or past experiences.

	Model
	To create a mathematical expression or equation to represent a problem situation.

	Multiply
	To add a number to itself a specified number of times. 

	Recognize
	To identify an object because of its properties or characteristics.

	Simplify
	To apply the order of operations to arrive at equivalent expressions.

	Solve
	To work out the answer to a problem.

	Subtract
	To take one quantity away from another.


Practical Living/Vocational Studies Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Demonstrate
	To describe or illustrate by practical application

	List
	A series of names, words, or other items written, printed, or imagined one after the other

	Recommend
	To counsel or advise that something be done

	Suggest
	To offer for consideration or action; propose; to bring or call to mind by logic or association; to prompt or demand


Reading Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Accept/Reject
	To receive favorably; approve/To refuse to agree to, use or believe

	Connect
	Link; to show or think of as related

	Contrast
	To examine in order to note the differences

	Critique
	A critical review or commentary 

	Distinguish
	To recognize as being different or distinct or to pick out

	Formulate
	To devise or invent

	Generalize
	To formulate general principles or inferences from particulars

	Locate
	To find by searching, examining

	Paraphrase
	A rewording for the purpose of making meaning clearer

	Predict
	To state, tell about, or make known beforehand by special knowledge or inference

	Select
	To choose or pick out from among others

	Sequence
	The following of one thing after another in chronological, causal, or logical order

	Skim/Scan
	To look over rapidly but thoroughly by moving from one point to another/to look through quickly

	Summarize
	To state the general idea in brief form


Science Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	Assess
	To measure or determine the value or importance of

	Categorize
	To place in one or more groups based on similarities

	Collect
	To gather ideas or evidence

	Contrast
	To show the differences between objects or concepts being compared

	Create
	To produce a desired solution, concept, or plan

	Deduct
	To deduce or reason by deduction; infer by reasoning from the general to the specific

	Determine
	To make a conclusion, prediction or ruling after investigation or reasoning

	Draw Conclusions
	To make logical statements or predictions based on available information

	Establish
	To create or bring about an idea or connection

	Form
	To develop an idea or conclusion

	Formulate
	To devise or invent a plan, strategy, or idea

	Gather
	To bring several ideas, concepts, or objects together

	Investigate
	To observe or study by close examination or research

	Justify
	To support a position or conclusion with facts or ideas 

	List 
	To write a group of words, objects, concepts or ideas 

	Measure
	To determine the dimensions, quantity, or capacity of an object

	Model
	To create a representation of a concept, object or system

	Predict
	To attempt to anticipate a future occurrence based on available information

	Produce
	To create a product, concept or idea

	Propose
	To put forward an idea to be considered

	Recognize
	To identify from past experience or prior knowledge

	Represent
	To serve as an example of a concept or object

	Understand
	To comprehend the meaning of a concept or idea

	Use 
	To apply for a purpose

	Substantiate
	To use evidence or reasoning to support an idea

	Synthesize
	To blend different concepts into a complex new idea

	Test
	To evaluate or assess a concept or proposed solution 


Social Studies Specific Verbs

	Verb
	Definition

	List
	To sequence a series of names, words, or other items written or printed; to itemize

	Define
	To state the precise meaning of (a word or sense of a word, for example).

	Locate
	To find by using a geographic tool; to determine or specify a position.


Writing Specific Verbs
	Verb
	Definition

	Adhere
	To stay firm in supporting

	Analyze
	To examine in detail

	Apply
	To put into action; utilize; to be appropriate, suitable or relevant

	Approximate
	To be almost the same, estimate

	Arrange
	To put in specific order

	Capitalize
	To print or write in capital letters

	Choose
	To pick out

	Clarify
	To make clear

	Combine
	To join together

	Communicate
	To give information by writing 

	Correct
	To make right

	Create
	To produce

	Describe
	To picture in words

	Develop
	To bring into being

	Document
	To provide with supporting references

	Eliminate
	To take out

	Engage
	To hold the interest 

	Establish
	To set up

	Evaluate
	To join or determine the worth

	Guide
	To lead

	Identify
	To recognize

	Incorporate
	To include

	Justify
	To supply reasons

	Select
	To choose

	Sustain
	To maintain

	Use
	To put into action


